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TO 

MAJOR GENERAL BARROW, 

lATB Hn lUJIlTT*t tUPBafllTClfDASTl GOVMAjrOBA OF TVS 

TROoni &c. Ac 
AT HONDURAS, 

SIR, ""^^ 

-/2 r Me moment I submit the fothwing 
pages to the indulgence of the Public, I feel a very 
sincere gratificatio?i that lam also enabled to offer 
an acknowledgement to you, however unequal to 
my wishes, of the perfect recollection I hold of 
thefamur tinder which I have been placed. 

And I leg you to believe that, in common with 
many others, I cannot but recur with singular ^-. 
ti fact ion to the period of service passed under your 
c&fnmand, throughout the whole of which you in* 
variably shewed that the duties of the Superior and 
the urbanity of the Gentleman were not incompU' 
able. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient 

and niost humble Servant, 
GEORGE HENDERSON, 
Capt. 44th Regiment. 

London, 
Doe, 180». 
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IT is most anxiously hoped that the 
succeeding attempt may not be found 
altogether divested of interest Yet 
it must be confessed, that it would 
very materially encourage the confi- 
dence of the writer of it, could he in 
any way be persuaded, that an excuse 
for the imperfections with which it 
abounds would be as readily admit- 
ted as he is willing to acknowledge 
the necessity for making it. 

It will not be denied, that the op* 
portimities for useful investigation^ 
a 3 
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VI ' PREFACE. 

even amidst the fluctuations of a mili- 
tary life, are often found singularly 
favourable: but, at the same time, it 
is probably to ht fegfetted, that the 
ability and inclination to profit by 
these advantages are not more fre- 
<j[uently united. On some occasions, 
it may nevertheless prove inconveni-* 
,ent, that the latter should consider- 
ably exceed the former; a circum^ 
stance w^hich, it is far from being 
insisted, may not be too conspicu- 
ously illustrated in the present in- 
stance. 

Parvunl f arva decfent 

conveys a truth, which, if rightly 
bofne in remembrance, would prevent 
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PREFACE. Vii 

much evil; and that might, if it had 
been clc^ely regarded, hare entirely 
removed the necessity of this sapplk- 
cation. But it is more easy to im- 
plore forgiveness than to avoid error; 
and the liberal indulgence, which has 
been so frequently extended to faults 
of similar dedcription^ may perbapt 
hat^c indirectly contributed to th« 
commission of one more. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ad\t:rtisement 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 



XN offering a new Edition of this slight perform- 
ance to the world, it would very distantly accord 
with the duty and inclination of its author, if 
an expression of the obligation he feels- for the 
reception it has received were entirely withheld. 

In its present shape, some additional matter 
will be found connected whh it ; and an endea- 
vour has been made to confer on the whole a less 
imperfect arrangement. It is likewise trusted, it 
will be discovered that the suggestions, which an 
encouraging and candid criticism has supplied, 
have not been altogether disregarded. Still it is 
believed, that the labour of correction ha$ been 
greatly diminished from the extreme moderation 
with which the task of pointing it out has been 
exercised. 

June, 1811. 
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CHAP. I. 



Geographical position of the British EstalUshmetU 
of Honduras. Short political account of the ccn^ 
dition of the Settlers until the present period. 
Climate. Description of the Town of Balize* 
Outline of the Coast, tic. f^. First SetlUn 
exposed to hoetUe Indians. 

jLHE British SettlciiieDt of Honduras 
is situated in the province of Yucatan, 
pr Jueatan^apenimsula extending from the 
province of Honduras to tb^ssea north* 
wardly, forming. the B^yof Campeachx 
on tl)e west,' a^ the Bay of Honduras an 

B 
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2 BRITISH SETTLEMENT 

the east It extends from about 1 6 to 2 1 
deg. north latitude5 aad from about 84 to 
94 deg. west longitude. This part of Ame- 
rica was discovered by Columbus in 1502. 
It is-nat prebaWe^ if authentic mate- 
rids could be foutul to furnish it, that 
much instruction ooidd be derived, or 
that curiosity would be particularly gra- 
tified in a recital <^the manners and pur- 
suits of the early adventiurers in this part 
of the world. It certainly was long, af- 
ter it had become a place of considerable 
jresort,))efore any thinglike the customs of 
civilised life were known to it. But it will 
scarcely be.^pected that such could 
have been known> or at least assented to» 
by a description of persons, of whom 
perhaps the greater number bad forfeited 
all pretensions of the kind by Ae irregu* 
ferity of their <!onduet in th& oountrieil 
tliey had left. Th^se ^pl^rsenH, it must 
also b^ recollected, were oiP v^eus na^ 
^ns, and possibly bore little vwem^ 
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Mmm k my way to^ach bther 'but in 
the desperate state tf their fortunes. 
And it may be very well believed, that 
the Boit motive which first allured 
their steps to this coast, would be fbund 
in the temptation it then offered, tb 
repair their condition by j^under and 
rapime. When, however, their atroci- 
ties had grown into a system, and had 
become so formidable as to engage the 
attention of other quarters, and to requird 
correction, they, no doubt, found it ex- 
pedient, in some degree, to relinquish 
them for habits of a more regular *and 
less lawless kind. Thus the path of in- 
dustry was opened ; new and more re- 
spectable sources of wealth discovered, 
which have led to consequences highly 
advantageous to commerce, and no less 
be^ieficia! to the state that has encou- 
raged and protected it. 

Pf fevious to the treatjr of PSaris, in 1 763, 
^ English settlers had established theitt- 
b9 
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4 BRITISH JE^TTLEMENT 

selves vnfii' tjie fiiep^ly approval ^ tjw 
Indians^ their immediate Deighbours, on 
th^ ea^t cpfist of Yucatan : ttie nearest 
Spanii^^ settlements being those of Baca- 
lar to the northward, and of Omoa and 
Truxilloto th^. southward. An incon- 
siderable military body is kept at each of 
the former i^aces, but the latter is a si- 
tuation of much more importance, pos- 
sessing a regular force, and having very 
extensive fortifications. The harbour of 
Truxillo is also large, open, and com- 
modious, an advantage that is connected 
with very few places on this immense 

On concluding the treaty of peace, 
in 1763^ by the 17th articlejit was sti- 
pi^lated, that all the fortifications which 
had ^been formed by the subjects of 
Britain in the Bay of Honduras should 
within four months after its riutifica- 
ticm be entirely demolished* The works, 
which had been rai3ed for their de- 
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OF HONDURAS. S 

f^nce were consequently destroyed ; aMi/ 
in con^deration of this, his Catholic 
Majesty engaged to protect them during 
their residence in the country^ And 
by the reciprocd article (3(J) of the 
treaty of Madrid, the king of Spain fur- 
ther engaged, ^^ that, in cue of war, no<» 
tice should be given to the respective 
subjects of the King Of Great Britain, 
that six months would be granted them 
to remove their merchandise and efiects 
without molestation/' This condition is 
understood to have made part of every 
subsequent treaty between the two na* 
turns. 
' Tnitib, however, urges the recital, that 

/^notwitstanding the above engagments, 
so liberally made and) so solemnly oq0> 
eluded,, in the month of September^ 1779/ 

/the subjects of Great Britain, without any 
previous information being given to theiii 
on the part of the government of Spain, 
of ai^. misunderstanding haying talofO 
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^ BRITISH MnXdBlOKT 

I^Jttce betwet^ ithe exmotneni ware attack^ 
fid io their defenceless state by a sti o^ 
£iree, their properties materially isjured, 
pnd their persons seized and treated in a 
: :way of rather unusual severity. Many 
:were biind&lded aid put closely in iroit% 
and all of them^ of difiereM sexes and 
i^ges^ nmoched from their homes to Me^ 
ridsLy the capital of Yucatan, afterward 
CQuhtermarciiedt to dw. ceost^ and thence 
idnpped to ^Ee Havsoonab, where the/ 
^ere hisld in captivity until July, 1789^ 
mben theyt werfe suiSEered to i^etum to 

Jamaica} 

The losses sustained by many iitdbj^ 
jidEJ^'by dusjestraordipary crent amount* 
M tors very considerable ram; and ak 
; tiMngb many reqwctfiil . spHcitationi 
^n(fii& made to the Brittrii ministry to ob- 
tmi, if possible^ some indemnificatidn 
Aom the court of Spain for the cfutragei 
iiie ire^ent cfaangei^ added to the very 
teetnating and uncertain state of publk 
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r jUt tbw partieinitr 'JnHCtib^ tcoi^^ 
eA sBl appKcatieiift of thcttiid ineflectinJ. 

Betwf^en tlie yean 1179 imd 1784, 
jmmjr of die Bettksrs soni^t s refiige 
aniteig^tiie indiant on dielio^uito shotfT, 
«Bd fenmd Aeir principal eataKIfilmitf nt 
our Bladc^river^ ^viikk majr be deemed the 
imtii'Western boondwjr of dus nattioit of 
Indians on the riferes of the Adandc^d- 
thongh some geographers have carried 
it further in this direction. Tte mtev- 
mediateipace between it and the Britiih 
settlement, confined to the eomtj fbr of 
the mterior UtiHk is hnown, k retf con- 
siderable, and mostly inhabited by rude 
tribes of natives, with whom it has hi- 
therto beaci fennd impracticabk-to fenp 
ai^ mterconrse^ 

^ In the month of iNbvember ofTfte la*, 
ter year, the treaty of convention was 
concluded between England and Spain, 
and the British subjects again took pos* 
wtsmm o£ ^iat formte vkmtimi. Since 
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8 BRITISH S£TTL£ai£NT 

tibia, period tu> particiilar oppositioai hn 
beeti direct^ towards them, with the ex^ 
ception of an ineffectual attack made in 

^the year 1798*^ This expeditio^^ was 
fitted out at Bacalar, and conducted by 
Don O'Niely a fidd^maiishal in the sa> 
vice of Spain^ but which after an imper* 
feet attempt, was forced to retire with in- 

' significant loss from before St George'9 
Kej, a distance of ten or twelve miles 
firomi the chief settlement of Balize. It 
was computed that the number of the 
enemy employed on this occasion ^ 
mounted to near three thousan4ir^ 

* The seose his Majesty entertaiped of the united 
exertions of the Navy and Army, and the settlers, 
be WM pleased to express, by directing the fdlow- 
ing communications to be made to them through 
Lieutenant-general the Earlof Bricarres. 

Extract of a letter from his Grace the Duke of 
Portland^ to Lieutenant*general the Earl of Balcarres^ 
dated, Whitehall, 8 February, 1799. 

^* My Lord, 
'^ I had great pleasure in laying before hs 
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Previous to thn attack, oommisMoiiers 
1}ad be^i regularly ^^pbiiitedbjr theSpa* 
Oish government to visit the Brltiifa set> 
tlement at certain stated periods^ The 
chief purport of their mission vrai^ ex* 
f|ct a scrupulous observance on the part 
cfihe settlers of the several conditions mi* 
tered into by the respective countries : 
that no forts or fortifications of any knkl 
should be agam erected ; that the limits 

Majesty the account joa trabsmitted of the defeat of 
the Spanish Flotilla^ in iu attack upon our Settle- 
ment of Honduras. 

" The able and judicious cpnduct of, Lieutenant- 
colonel Barrow, and Captain Moss of the Merto 
sloop, the bravery of the troops and seamen undec 
their respective commands, and the spirited exer- 
tions of the Settlement in genera], on this occasioa, 
have been such as to receive his Majesty's appro- 
bation, which your Lordship is hereby directed to 
signify through Lieutenant- colonel Barrow, together 
with the just sense his Majesty entertaina of their 
gallant and meritorious conduct.** 

A true extract. 

(Signed) B^sBCAmtas.. 

b5 
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10 BEITIfiH SSTTLXlfENT 

ass^ed fyr thecii^ttngof nmhogamjrft&d 
dye-woods lihould lUNtbe exceeded ; thtt 
no plantations beyond those of a eertitun 
^tent. simild be jforaied^ nor any but 
fmtkviK inodes of cidture purmed on 
tfaesK The above event however^ occar 
tnonedthe disGontiaaMiee of these vmtSt 
and the settlers^ in consequence of kf 
hmm ever »iioe conaMlered themsdves 
lesa iKHmdras to an obswvwce c^tbeic 
original obligation. 

The intercourse which subsists be* 
tween the English and Spaniards^is chiefly 
carried on by a cefismumcation with 
Hferida, the capital of the province of 
Yucatan. During war the English are 
not permitted to approach nearer Merida 
tba;^ the lookout post, as it is termed, of 
St« Antonio, which is a short distance 
from the town of Bacalar : from this lastf 
place the public dispatches are forwarded 
by Indian couriers to the capital. 

A» moie reluctant disposition has 
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tnuidfy been iriiewn, but psrtiealarly 
latterly, in the smitl^m Spttniiii dopm- 
dencied of iMsr part of America^ to kold 
an intimacy iriA tibe Sn^idi aettled A 
fionduras, than in those attnated mttt 
nOT^^matify. Thk^ it is bdieved, ia 
Dfore to be attributed to the predominat- 
ing inflti^nce of foreign intrigue, than 
to any iiiclination of the sort in the peo- 
ple of these dependencies themselves. 

Th0 extensiTe quarter <^the w<»rM^and 
every thing eonnected ^with itn-jts instil 
tntiomr civil' and religious, yet more 
defldent in adinhust!i*atioR and form than 
Ae most impei^fect of both in the parent 
country, and assailable at all points, pre* 
sented too spacious an opening, a pros- 
pect too inviting, to escape the regard 
of the indoitrious md designing theorists 
ofthej^esent dayj and could scarcely 
remain uninterrupted by the eActs of a 
sgr«tem4iiiBttMema^d«t^d! to xeaeb^ A^ 
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12 BBTTfrn SETTLElfENT 

Aost every state, and from which neither 
excellence nor deformity is free. 

In the political changes that now seem 
toftwait the Spanish Transatlantic ipo^sesr 
sions, ;in fitvour of .which, the necessity 
being of no ordinary kind, the most inve- 
terate enemy to such attempts must feel 
a dijsposition to relax his creed, it will be 
.well if a jealous and vigilant regard be 
directed towards all foreign interfereqce 
whatsoever: fi>r it cannot require any 
profuse share of s)^ll in such matters to 
determine, ,tbat the less the obligati<»| 
^ey shali intuit in thi$. teepect the more 
w^U dieir condition appear likely to be 
improved. 

The climate c^this part of the Ameri- 
can continent is greatly superior to that 
of most other parts of the dame vast porr 
^n of the globe, either in higher or 
lower degrees of la^titude. It is equally 
superior to the climate of the West India 
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OF HONDURAS. IS 

islands generally; for persons, whose 
health and conslttiitioBs have become im- 
paired from the effects of the latter, very 
frequently acquire a sudden restoration 
of both ailer an arrival at. Honduras. 

With the exception of a few months in 
the year, this country is constantly re- 
freshed by r^^ar sea-lM*eezes, accom- 
panied by an average of beat that may be 
taken at 4^e temperature of 80 degrees. 
The seasons have also their marked di£> 
&rence, though nature may not have de* 
termined the shades of varii^on with 
the same strong lin^ which she has a&xtd 
io most other situaticms under her do- 
minion. Within the tropics, a chaise of 
wind, or a shower of rain, often produces 
a sudden and singular revolution in atr 
mospherical r^gldarity, and occasions a 
no less imltantaneous effect on the human 
s;^stem. The periodical rains which &U 
in this country, and that are nether con- 
sideredL unseasonable nor eTLtrawdinary, 
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14 BlUTian SSfrTLSMENT 

miglit almost presagea jreturniog dduge, 
^id they happen in some* other parts o£ 
tliew<»rld« But the wet^eeasm^ as it v 
anpfaatically denoimnated^ is not con* 
sidered here the season dT disease* It is 
fttally otherwise with the whcAe of the 
West In<Ket. Th^ most firequent and 
wslent instances of sicteess which occur 
«t Honduras^ happen during tbe.dry^ea- 
sm9j which is usoafly compreheftded 
within tibe months of April, May, and 
Jikne. The sun^ during this space, is 
always most powerful^ and its scorching 
rays^ are not mitigated I]^ the same uni^ 
ibmiity of breeze that prevails^ dtuing the 
other mcmths of the year. At the begins- 
rang of October, what are called the 
mr$ksj norths winds^ emaimance, and^e- 
neraQy continut, Mfith- Bttle vttriation^ till 
tile return irfFlebruary or March* Whilst 
tiMse wi»^ last,^ Ab^ monjiings and evcQi^ 
inga are cotd^ f^equei^y impleasan^^ sO) 
andf wbat in4bis^counb^ i»ii»der8to0d^ 
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« tpet^nortkj m^t perfamps fhrnish no 
vciy impcdkct idea of a Novendber daj 
mfSnglai^} adSry ndri^j coillie contrary, 
k b€ a M ifal » BgteeMBf and invigorating. 
The state of tfaeireatherdiiring the nortk^ 
iaextremety variable ; fw a depression of 
more than 15 degrees in die tbetmometer 
has been remarked in the space of a few 
hmutu Thunder kbcasa are frequent dur^ 
iag ibe greats part of the year^ and in 
the hottest montfaa are oftes tremens 
doudy violent 

Hie town of jB«Ij;8V, which is phiced at 
the moutb-of the riverof the same name,^ 
is the only regular estaMu^iwent wlnck 
tile English^ settlers have Ibraied in thig 
country. It is imfttodiately open to the 
sea i Md, though the ntuationis )ow^ the 
gronps^ of Ik^y cocoa^u* trees^ and 
thiclily intarapersed and livdy fbllage ^ 



* ThiB Spaniards ifivwiabiy name thii jrircr. 
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16 BRJTISIf SETTLEMENT 

,the tamarind^ contribute to give a verj 
picturesque and pleasing effect to the 
dwellings of the inhabitants, independ- 
ent of the advantage that is conferred by 
their grateftil shade, a luxury which only 
those who have fdt the powerfiil and 
subduing influence of a tropical sun. can 
fiiUy appreciate. The regularity of the 
winds which prevail in this country, has 
been mentioned, and were it not for the 
salubrity of these, the settlement would 
certainly be far less healthfid than it is^ 
as it is placed at the edge of an immense 
swamp which extends many miles back, 
abd that at most seasons abojunds with 
stagnant waters, but ^that during the, 
rains is completely overfloi^^d. 

. The number of houses of all descrip*, 
tions contained in Balize mzy be number- 
ed at about two hundred. Many ofihese^ 
particularly such as are owned by the 
opulent merchants, are spacious, commo- 
dious, and well finished. They are ^i« 
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tirely built of wbod, and generally nineA 
eight or ten feet from the ground^ on pil* 
lars of mahogany. The stores and offices 
are uniformly on the lower story, the din- 
ing and sleeping apartments on the up* 
pen Every habitation has likewise its 
upper and lower piazzas, appendages 
which are indispensably necessary in hot 
climates, and that are resorted to as 
forming the most co<d and [feasant parts 
annexed to it The boildiiigs within 
these few yearshavemostly been shingled^ 
an improvement, which, independent of 
the security it affords from! accident, at 
the same time furnishes a more finidbed 
appearance to the town. Before the in- 
troduction of this, the roo6 were entirely 
thatched with a material of the country; 
iheleaY^ofthepalmetto-tree (Chamarops 
excelsa) and which has obtained the name 
o£ bay 'thatch. It supplies an excellent 
and durable defence against the weather, 
tod is ioxxxA particularly valui^le for 
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Thei iown bdng^ situarficdbas' pretiowiy 
^ddaKSB&edy irendevr an)^ tntetooiti»e mMi 
iiie ioteiaQr ^oimibr3r^ espediaB)F bj land, 
mLtremeiyd^ii^dt; no foadsr having been 
Smtod to it^BATis k posiible tbere could 
"wftliditt extraordinary^ labonr and ex- 
feam t Umrdiing to this ^can tbttdbre 
01% be omVenieBtfypetfonned byw a te it ; 
aiiifllanGB, bdwever, of foar or ire mfles 
iMi'beAn Got tfatoc^git the swamp, vfkifA^ 
in fiiBB W9«dier, a£S^:daa toierably plea- 
jnnt zide OR honebaok j ti^ indea of this 
xnid beii^ prefitsely Hned 1^ moM 
ago^Ue v€uiety of &iHagfe^ of ^<di9 
iSmt affinded by^ the statefy laangrm^ 
(rhizophmra manghX nianohineel^(^A^«> 
pomam mand'mtta)^ 'and p^max^ is 

• The deleteriomt quality of the fruit of the 
manchincel is well kno\in. It is believed^ however, 
m tblt cooaaity, that cattie do not experience any 
iaJQiy ftM» ^tiog it Tbii^ noxiiitt plopettf auqr 
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fltofli Jiwiflimiiim: Um Imtit m 
iarj^ pleasant tt&t^&ma the deKoste fini» 
giaiiee of its soiill yellow fkpmu A 
inish species of themtMOMr^ or sensitiM^ 
Tlismtj isijiao ibmidin every qpot«' 

fin all ifire^ioos, the approach c£ Ae 
otenarre coaat whidi Ueir conkigHOua to 
dbfi;baj of Honduras^ is attended with 
immmemt attxietyr and daiiger > and tJie 
diitedty of dienaiogatiQii is almmlngly 
denonstaited by tiw nuaierowi' nmmm 
ofvesseia tfairt hmm been wMoked aa the 
iSttmaat reds and keys ^whidian so abiin- 
Aatdydi^KmA^o^^i^ Hiefaasaidii 
giaeaiat aU.ti]iitS)lwtdQriiig the contiL 
jiaaoce of tis^ narth,m$9tkr^ the danger 
beoomes^muckincxeaaed. The weather 

abo 1» oonridemNr bMf ocmi^cled wi& tl^e latv«i 
or bark of the tree, a soldier belonging to the. SOa 
West Indian Regiment having been completelj 
deprived of the sight of one of his eyes, by the 
insinaatioa of some drops of rain which had &llea 
from it iriiSst be was aietping under ita shades 
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at 9beh:s6asdm is usuallj hasyam^ thick^ 
and the currents^ which iti this pfirt <^ 
the world, are peculiarly governed by 
the influence^ of the winds, run with such 
extraordinary and unequal rapidity, ^ 
frequen<3y dkiqppoints^all calculation^ and 
renders every precaution inefiectuaL 
There is another thing which may also 
be worthy of remark : so deceitfid are 
the different keys found from the general 
resemUance ihey bear to^ each other, 
that the most experienced seaman, when 
placed amongst theip, o%5n becomes 
£itally perplexed from the impossibility 
he finds of accurately ascertaining h^ 
situation. Indeed, on making this coast, 
it is seldom safe to proceed without a 
pilot. On taking a departure from Hon- 
duras, the hazard becomes, if possiUe, 
greater than that of approaching it, from 
the increased number of the fore^joing im- 
pediments. The first object to attain in 
this instance is to make what are cs^Ued 
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the Northern Triimglp$^ ^^hich aire tbreft 
kejfs immediately dose, togetlbter^ of |t 
form analogou3 to that win^ their name 
imports^ and distant in' a[ NpN^« direc* 
tioQ about 10 leagued/from B^liaei A 
further departure is then' taken for Cape 
Antonio, on jthe west side (^ the Idand of' 
Cuba; The maldng of tbis last place is 
considered as .most ipipqrtant on ih^ 
voyage home^ward, for it^^ias sometivies 
happened that vesselsi 4^Iing^ in this re- 
spect have ,been driven, by the $)rce of 
currents mid li^t winds, into the Gi|^ jif 
Mexico, and not unfrequently remained 
becalnded there many weejcsj or have had 
to beat up for the Qulf of Florida an 
equally tedious time. 
' ^any of th^ keys contiguous to the 
shores of Honduras are of considerable 
extent \ tmd fsoil^ of tiiem in particular 
q[k>ts are coltiv^ted, chiefly by the per-< 
sons engaged in turtling and fishing* 
The soil connected with them is >gene» 
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»IIy feutodj however, of the^tndsfrMsteiOif 
ilestiriptk>n, being prinoipdfy Cowiposed 
of decaj^ libells with an mtermixture of 
sandy and which but imperfectly rewards 
Ae labour that is browed on it. A 
^SscieS of samphire is usually fi)und to 
ovenspread the greater part <]ff them, and 
on most of diem the cocoa-nut and sea^ 
grape trees are abundant.) ^ * 

Tlie largest of these keys named Tur^ 
neff, whii^h is a cluster of several sm^ 
ones divided by creeks and lagoons, buH 
describe under the above general ap* 
peUation^ is but a short distalice ftoiti 
Bafi^e, and iihmediatdy hi the channel 
tO'it &om Jamaica. This at first is often 
taken by strangers to the coast tot ib6 
main*)and, to which its resemblanco is 
very great, and that ccms^quently ren- 
dws it deseiving of paiticnlar regard. 

^ George VKey, about a leagues di«^ 
tknt ki^ a ^V £. d^ction^ from Bil£ze^ ti 
a molt agreeable ^uddheattli&dt^t 4ind 
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cnittiiiiaiimaberef^oqd'boiumu TUa 
is much.ttiorfced ta m a pkca of cDnye^ 
nieot T^dcemmt Idj the inhaUtaoti of .the 
^etfkiB^tut: dyrJag)the hot months. The 
purit^r of the ^aur aod.otbci^ loiTantagea 
c^bnect^l. with it^ leildcar it fik»w»eijil 
desirabloT^eat £ar tlie sick aikd oonvol* 
ascent. Someiytt^ past, St Geor^V 
Kex ^■'^ :the • tiiief iplace of trade in this 
part of the world, on irfaich the mer^ 
chants nimo^ wholty resided ; . Mid where 
lAe teasels ei^aged in it deposited their 
cargbes land.igain took in their kding# 
Many of die <dder inhabitants jet regrel 
^ removal ksf this to its present sitaat^ 
of Balize. The change, whatever other 
advantage may have attended it, may 
certainly be kmented on the side of 
heakli. At die period alluded to, if 
aonie^a^hat of exaggeration be not accom* 
pttoied with the representation, disease 
vaoLBot known i a comparative view of 
the myectihoe sitaatKMis wiU render it 
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kighly ^prnhMbi ^ ho^Yur^ that it ' fllii9C> 
have bei^n mudi less^ severely fett. ^ i 1 

Ambergredse-Key to the northward' 
<^ Balize, is also of coi»nderable siz^ 
aboutiding: vhh extensive fi^sh "water 
kkes,; and at most seasons, is pletitiflilly 
stocked widi mmy kinds of game.* ' This 
Key is Ukewise said to produce JLog^ood,^ 
and the inore valuable kind of dye^^wocKi, 
named Braiiiletto.:: . ' J- : r? 

A mbre particular description of these 
spots, so numerously scatt^ed over the 
T¥bQle ot this coast, would ext^id far 
beyoi^ any moderate limits ; nor could 
my mateciai valtte.be affixed to it, from 
the little characteristic difference that 
woidd be f6und connected with them*. 
It is quite probable, that several of them 
were inhiibitedby the personsemployedin 
thecuttingoflbgwood,aconsiderabletime 
before the adjacent continent wasconl^m« 
"fAaAed in the same way/ The situation 
of them no doubt afforded l^se 9d- 
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rity tl^ul they ^Qf4d h»ve fi>un4 oa ^9 
main ladd, where t^ epi^inMed iateiTHpi; 
tion, in ti^eir defenceless stfte, Seem 
the i^ioultjr f^ the Sp^ards, i^id hostili^^ 
of the Ind^os* n^ust have awaited theija. 
At this pf$riod it wiU be ifftdeit^ood, tjii^ 
mahqga^ lutd not )>fceaM& an ply^ ^ 
c(^isid«i]ilti^> fuidf fi'Qni tb^ veinot# 
places iQ vhii^h i| epnld o^^ |^ ^Hi9^ 
that few weire ))Qld eajM^ to vim^af§ 19 
seared oil^ 

who i9fe9tje4 ^p»rt of 4m«cicai mi 
&om. wU^hat motf .a«i||M>i» lAi(ty could 
issue fordi» eq^inped-aad i|«^)plied t9 
d^ <w thi^ depsedpit^ in tj^ »e^ 
boiiriog «eM» or 09 the cj^p^ti^uia^ sfe^c^ 
jMid to wbicb wkmfim^ '^h¥v4(^ 
wttegiit pratectKd ky the intiicacjr of V 
aaii7%atioi|)where mme dare fiiU4»w».aiH^ 
indMd,T(tf#iaeh lev aHj^f tt«M Icffer 
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any thing but themselves. Of these 
hardy spirits and of their modes of life 
some traces yet remain. 

Though a retrospective view of the 
difficulties and privations incidental to 
early establishments in remote countries 
contributes^ perhaps more than any other^ 
towards an enlargement of feeling for th6 
Imman condition, yet an ' apology for 
attempting any thing of the kind in the 
present instance has been advanced, from 
an opinion, that the same might^ not be 
found'possessed of sufficient interest to 
detain attention : still there c^n'be little 
doubt, but that some portion of th6 
eiitrgy which has compassed more sub* 
lime designs, might he found^tb have ac* 
tuated the settler in his solitary and un^ 
protected Avocations in the history of thist 
Not many years past, niiftierous tribw of 
hostile Indians often left their recesses 
in the woods forAe purpose of plunder. 
T^ they often accomf^ked} and if 
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resistance were offered, not unftequentljr 
committed the most sanguinary murders. 
The habitations of these people have 
never been traced. Their dispositions 
are peculiarly ferocious^ and they are 
always armed with bows and arrows of 
curious workmanship: the latter are 
generally thought to be poisoned. They 
are without cloathing of any kind, and 
wander over an immense extent of coun* 
try but little known. The Spaniards 
have given to these people the general 
appellation of Bravos. 

, The Indians, however, of this part of 
America possess little resemblance to the 
tribes of the more nordiem parts of it, 
having neither their personal bravery, nor 
characteristic hardihood : and the dread 
of the military, whom it has been found 
expedient frequently to dispatch in pur- 
suit of these fugitives, has latterly operat- 
^ as a very effectual check to their oc- 
casional visits. 

c 2 
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CHAP. II. 

CunsideraHon on the Commercial Advantages qf 
Honduras. Agrictilturcd Resources. Soil and 
Climate adapted to the culture of most of the 
productions of the West India Islands. Do- 
mestic Animals. Fisheries. Fruits. 

If opportunities were offirredibr an un* 
interrupted exercise^ cf£ the many great 
commercial advantages which the settle- 
ment of Honduras possesses^ it might per* 
haps prove as valuable to the parent 
country as any one of its dq>endendes. 
In point of situation, it is so £ivourabIy 
placed for such purposes in the Spanish. 
American dominions, that the benefits 
resulting from:llie indulgence of a licen- 
sed trade, granted so late as 1806, have 
been already very sensibly felt i and there 
cannot be a doubt, but that a more unte- 
strained intercoui^e, especially during 
peace, would be productive of the 
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subotandal ends. This must, however, 
in a very essential degree, depend on 
Spanish colonial amoagementy which it 
most be confessed has seldom discovered 
an excess of encooiagement towards any 
attempts of the kind; the times aeverthe* 
less, seem more &vourable for this than 
heretofore. 

It ffli^t pediaps be £nmd the most 
conyenient dep6t of trade in this part of 
Iht world. Its immediate cont^^iity to 
so mas^ important statiom on die con^ 
tinent seems to strengthen this opraion, 
asrf to render it in most respects, fiir all 
&e purposes required, more eligible than 
Bay ofthe Ifest fakKa or Bahama Uandst 

The eslflbliibmCTtt at Balirc could at 
cmee cantMod the irade of Yucatan td 
Ae norfliward, and oftkt extensive pro* 
vince of Guatimala and its valuable de* 
pendencies to the southward. This pro- 
vince has always ranked among the first 
of the Spaniilh tnui&atlaotic possesskffl»H 
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and is peculiarly rich' in .many articles of 
expcirt, of which' may be particularly 
enumerated a superior kind of Indigo, 
which hais always obtained a very marked 
preference in the several European mar- 
kets. Large quantities of this coin* 
modity sometimes find a vent by the 
opposite sea, but more frequently by the 
river Dctlce, which empties itself into the 
'Atlantic, through the Gulf of tiie same 
name* Considerable suins in specie, the 
product of the coloJiial treasury, are also 
sh^>ped at stated periods from Guatimala 
for Old Spain, The articles of com- 
xnerce obtained from the Spaniards at 
present are chiefly procuired by money, 
but it is exceedingly well understobd, 
that goods of British manu&cture, suit* 
^ble to theiir wants, would be &r more 
acceptable to them. 

The Gulf of Dolce, which is but a few 
leagues distant from the English Settle* 
tnent, and Truxillo, from the excellence 
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of its harbour, would observe very par- 
ticular consid<mitioii, if an ei^ensioa q£ 
our commercial intercourse should be 
attempted in this quarter of the workL 
Establishments for the purposes of trade 
soif^t also, it is presumed, be advaiv- 
tageously formed in various parts of the 
neighbouring Mosquito country, and the 
£rienddiip of its inhabitants, which it has 
been the good fortune of the English at 
^ times to preserve, would certainly 
give very material encouragement to 
^uch views. 

. The principal articles imported at pre- 
sent from Europe into the Settlement of 
Honduras, are linens of all kinds, printed 
cottons, muslins of the most costly manu^ 
&cture, n^pco clothing, broad-doths, ho* 
siery^ hats £ne and OMunse, shoes, boots, 
earthen and glass wares, silver and plated 
goods,, hardware and cutlery; of the 
latter large quantities^ particularly of 
cutlass blades, which are used for clears 
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SHtiiiM ^ M}^rigii,lre ti^ eeHliilually 

Hie Vtist conistiila^tiidn) indej^endett (^ 
iAty i-e-e!(|)oHatiotH df Ao^ ef the j^r%^ 
^ti^ drticli^ is **tr»6rdmaryi if tiie 
i)^i«udie 6f the Sigfti^^M be cbti>- 
t^eiied; This is in a great di^ee dc« 
^ioned iby Ifhe ^(^^ai<atiVe i^uehlce df 
tjie greater nuihb^ of^e persons iom- 
{^Hahjg^ it. . The ^opriietors of slaves hict 
in general wealthy : that is, the produce- 
tiveness of labour renders them so. "The. 
slaves themsdves po^era indulgeneeft 
which ar^ liot gifted to llitar condilibA 
in any blh^r ©6W«i^* lh6 ^ple d€ 

iiiimHroe&y all ^o^i^s sinnie property ; & 
jl^^^e iri£h» atfd it^ a£ke ^tin^i^abld 
^ thi^f^tfre Whidh )so strongly diarac- 
tidriSjii^ ^ titoe t«(«e «hroi%hout the 
WM liAdki^ ^ exj^tiSive ^tific^tion 
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passion for dMOk 

Many.of j;he vessdhiy hoimveryjeiigaged 
in this trftde &om Eurape^ mnike partiy^ 
io.baUaflt^ja ieWiOaigoes imng adeqnal^ 
io tibe ddtoiuKb :of ithe ManlsyL The 
ctse lis widdy difiettnt voth tlioBe cwtrieh 
antive fimn the. S^tactca vof Jfkmttica ^ for 
here^ as it^bapptna aiOur.ccioinMgrat- 
rally, articles of American production 
are determined to 1>e almost indisp^- 
s;E^ly requisite. What are ohtained in 
this way usually consist of flouiVMlt'fiibf 
potatoes, onions, &c. :2cc. An importa- 
tiim ofche^ofor^podk is only occasioqfilly 
permitted, bfHiie Governor c^ Jami^ca» 
on .a representation of scarcity. Lum- 
ber of all kinds, from the same quarter, 
dso finds . a ready and advantageous 
market. The prohibitions exercised at 
Jlonduras toward the Amerieims iqr^ 
<mH€fa tthe B^n^ias ikme uied :towwd9 
them in our d^lbrent iiUands, particularly 

C5 
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in that of Jamaica, which in this respect 
must be supposed to direct 

Vessel* feom the United States are 
restricted in the size of the maho- 
jgany thej are safiered to carry: this 
Must not exceed twenty inches in the 
widest part, and for each ten thousand 
&et of the above^ they are permitted to 
take three tons of dye-wood.* 

* TbeKnomber of American vessels whidk deac* 

■oa, 

ed outwards from the Settlement of Hondtaiis^ 

from tbe first of January^ 1806, to 51st (rf'Decemt^xv 
.^18079 amounted to 
\ . SbipS'..;..*^.:. ^4^\ 

\ Brigs...... 25^ 

j. Schocxiers .« 19 



Sloops ••«. It 
ToUO. 49 



Tonnage 5965. Carry- 
ing about 140,000 feet 

; of mabogany, and a. 

\ proportionate quantity 
of dye-wood, . &ci . &:ci 



Tbe embargo* baviag takecbr place daring, tbe latter 
yeac, tbe intercourse consequently subsided, and. 
any privilege to imp<»i proyisions was no longer of * 
efl^t. Tbe return for this period is particvdarly 
given> fiora tbe connections^ being as extensive a& 
at any tomer oat of ibt same dniratioD. 
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A very profitaUe commerce in cattle 
18 carried on by a few individuals of the 
Settlement with the Spaniards, who are 
resident oq what is caUed the Main. It 
is prindpally conducted by barter, the 
Spamards emchawgiog thcfir cattle for 
linen, cloths, sugars, nun, &c. &c. It is 
oonjectured that a. profit of five or six 
hundred per isent*. is* very coinmcinly 
realized by tiiis traffic Thp cattle ob» 
tained in this way are either slaughtered,. 
Of purchased by the cutters of mahpgany,. 
to whom they are peculiarly valuable^ 
£s^ t^purpffie of: ifraught .They ar|& 
large,, and well formed, and« the- meat 
they affi>rd extreiQely well-flavo^^ed• 
On the Spanish. Main is likewise raised 
aui uncommonly, large and. serviceable 
breed^ofmules;. these are usually ^rans^- 
poitedtO/Jan^tica*. ^ 

The frequent inconvenience which 14 
ftit . in « the West India Islandi, . for. the 
)vant. o£ regular. 3U|]S>lieS; of provisions^ 
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fiidifl thb raaaii^ t^uyy^ equally Aflbcts 
thi ^^m^tttbf lUrmt^y if themz6 
Slid t)t>ptilatitfh 6f i< %e consideredi 
j(nd ii^ocft tile i^iAotiest ktt^itipt fd 
fiMigii tiiat 4)oii^3r %hteh £i so peretep^ 
tdrily iiHS&teA ^ Ite^Kfe ^^Ai^fe p¥W* 
lege of the^a/ait ffij^, it 6iay never- 
theless bb AettrMrMj iliat^ uiiless it 
Mad bd^ 1^ its occasional relalLation, 
the STttafl ^en^Siifey of -^hich l»tl 
speak, '• is MitkH^iis ^fh^ klimds <ioUeciively^ 
wottid, ^ki iniiiibeiffejte itistances^ hav<» 
been i^ducdi to a^c^ttiitioii littie shc»t 
of famine. -liidi^Sd^ it iniii^t be j^Gknow*- 
lidged, 4bat ffcisliAfei*bcten=fotind on rtiaiiy 
occasibils a >^ry it^^ttsittipedimenty^attd 
ithi^ ftreatened to be productive dF 
i6nstqvi6iites iif the^iost dltoitfifij^kind } 
nor woiild tHe i<fc<ittft'ence of sueh mO, 
seem likely to be ptetei»ted by. any 
ibMin\iM^Mi^r\ipmibfih iriten^ourse 
yinth the AmiHdati states. This cit'cum* 
itance 'HMev^e iiicfin^s ijfiiddy persotis, 

1 
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6KohiiiiAefy ^^Uiiiiea id ite pfamtuig 
ii^riil, to eonndeS) that at bo vdiydu^ 
fittkt fiariod thc^ amy be driven to Ibe 
wiavoidriMe eiqradieiit «>f lariMiig ik^ 
^oughte fimnt tbek ipicstnt punuili^ tt 
1^ €»clttdve0iie of critfvvfeiilgfa^^ 
bf food^for tliemitetawebof tbeiriki^ 

^e^fiir^oiii^ii'icn estimne, bowMreiv 
to tehioh the West Indiii miMaiBrmtfyht 

asinesed to tb^niy thatf oar mbre extent 
«tvey anil wMi regard to -die MA^jbet ik 
i^uestion, more capable ^pomesaioiia 6n 
tteootxtineiit* ... 

^ew eountries^y perbaps^'^^er potaeMod 
higher a^voritages, in ^an i^eidtorat 
j^tof vie^r, tbstii iSie gredtier ptart ^ 
thUft "(rhii^^h Is /pluced eontigudtis t9 llie 
Bftjr of HDndtirad. 'It is eertainfy but 
M9p€frfbotfy>lCito#n ito ii»; tbiit^faathai 
biieiii«^rteibed' rli^fyectiiig it dMorers^ 
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ma very striking degree, tbe vast obl^ 
tion it owes to Nature^ if it be not 
jiithetto in any way particularly beholden 
ia the industry or research o£man^ . lUm 
cKtrabrdinftry benefits that.inight result 
&bnt die*ha{^6i^ combination of x^limate 
«nd soil, are'' afanost disr^rded^ ahd 
the cultivationof the earth, whidi hi' alt 
moBt €very other* spot, of the habitable 
^1^5 eliumi a first attention, is hfere held 
ofno ccmstderatibn atall. Pursuits, there^ 
Snt^ o£ the most important utility are 
iirced to give place to those which. i^re 
viewed as beii^ infinitely more profitable^ 
Nor is it probable that sudi: resources 
^^ suggest diemselves, until the oppor- 
tunities affi>rded by the latter ifthall.begin 
to hiii iSbismnst happen^ and«it iHll 
be only then, that the real^Value of l^is 
country, can possibly be discovered. 
The! mafa^gany and log-^wood) cutters 
have long since oomidainedof thelimits 
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assigned then by treaty with Spain, 
within which both these commodities ans 
becoming exceedingly scarce. 
. The productions common to the West 
India Islands^ with a oonsider;rf)l€rvariety 
of such as are more familiarly known^ to 
that part of the continent which* is coov 
prefaemEed* witfain the tropks, might Im- 
questicmably be cultivated at Honduras 
with equal, if not, ki mai^instanees, w^ 
superior success*. T3ie «ugar-cane^ viewed 
as Inmost valuable of sily thrives wtth 
the richest luxuriance. Coiee^ another, 
and now become one of the most profit- 
able articles of our island culture, growe 
equally. welL Cotton, must likewise be 
included: Indiga* might also amply re- 
ward the labour of the cultivator: an in^ 
ferioic sort is indigenous*. Indian arrow- 
root is abundantly, produced, and pimen- 
ta has been tried under the most encoo-- 
raging appearance of profit 
Sreviottb tQi the removal of the^ Ehg-^ 
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Ikb jsetttali fi^ tkeMoi^tf) i^K^e^ se- 
veral iugar idiint^itit)]:^ h«dib&en fonned 
OB^ Black Biiver^ attd ^ sugar and rum 
wjiich Ikcg^ ftinwbed wafe very generally 
jdeemed^ by 4daqp^i»nt judgw, nibtiinft- 
(tior to til^:^a0ie ^lAiokfr tthe fqsodufte of 
Jmobmbh. 

» . CkAitigudiis to the;httafc8*of ^^1^ Jtei^ 
^ihrete iirfth wlurch tUsieomitry ^m jobuo- 
<dmt|y mjf^ltcid^tiie lands woifldfwitbbHt 
ii|Mstion be ffinnd, fitom tbe ^xtnonrdi- 
fiHay richness of their rsdil^ KoeeEfogfy 
^v^U adapted to tbe^gcowth of nee : and 
4!te pefio^k^raiiis would jcextdiiilyipnive 
^Itt^ly eoiiducive to ; thepeifeelddn nof th» 
^osliiMeiUl guani.. 13ut wliiebliaa^en 
-produced ibr domestic me in nMny ikd- 
•atioas : on the River :Bid^ in jpardcola]', 
.jfer goodness of quaK^^aiid quantity *to 
^tke acre» has been cpnsidered.eVeiy tmy 
^eqoal to the finest &om the Amencah 
States. 
The itt>ove indy:l3«(coiitefli{Atted«8 the 
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inmt i^iportant kinds of culture that 
loigiit be advantageously attemptcJd. Of 
other kinds^ however^ though perhaps not 
di equal consideration in an extended 
view^ yet that can scarcely be deemed 
less valuable from dieir contributing sd 
immediately to the wahts of man, may ht 
enubieratect^the growth of maize, or 
Indian coni, yams of various species^ 
cassitva-^oot, of which is made a very pa^ 
latable bread.* But of all, periiaps, tht 
best known substitute for this indispenw 

* UotH the catstTft reoMvet Terjr posticokr pfe^ 
panukxi^ it U koown to pottett the most dtngerout 
poiMmoQS qualitiM* UlkM (Voyage to Sooth Ame- 
rica, Vol. i. p, 70,) obsenrei, that it it med 
after carefiillj taking edf the upper skin of the root. 
it ill grated dnd iteiip6d id ttrater to free it 60m i& 
acrid jai^, fhis INitttr bring fteqoftsdy Mfyii. 
in a qoobtiod from Dr. Darwin^ bf Brfaa Ed« 
wards. Hist. West Indies, Vol. i. p. 12S, it is 
remarked, that cassava,' when made into bread, is 
rendered mild by the heat it nndergoes, rathet 
than by ext>resBltig itstuperflaoos jmce. 
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sable necessary Is the plantain, whicli 
flourishes under the united influence of 
a tropital climate and generous soil^ 
scarcely requiring the labour of atten^- 
tion. Every Settlement at Honduras 
has its plantain-walk; and many of 
these comprehend an extent of at least 
an hundred acres : nor can any thing 
exceed the beauty and richness which 
the continued groves of these trees 
display, as the traveller pursues^ his course 
up thfe different rivers. The pine-apple^ 
banana, and melon, being very commonly 
interspersed between the rows ofplan tains, 
contribute to heighten the luxuriance of 
the scene; and the niouiitain-cabbage, 
occasionally rearing its lofty head far 
Above the whole, adds no inconsiderable 
share of grandeur to the general effect 
- The domestic animals of Honduras are 
such as are generally Known in most 
parts of Europe. The pasturage afforded 
them being extensive and good, cattle^ 
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particularly oxen and cows, thrive un- 
ccfmmonly well ; and the latter supply a 
plentiful quantity of milk. Sheep alsd, 
and goats, are found to succeed, the last 
in a most proEfic degree. Of the sheep 
it may be obser\^ed, as a singular cir- 
cumstance, and as an additional proof of 
the mildness of this climate, contrasted 
with that of the West Indies, that it docs 
not loose its fleece, as it invariably does 
in the different islands, and which is sud- 
denly succeeded by a kind of goat-like 
hair ; a change that may be very Burly 
attributed to the extreme violence of the 
beat. ' 

Of fisheries, the most profitable, and 
consequently the most pursued in this 
country, is that of the turtle. This forms 
an exclu^ve occupation^ and the quan- 
tity usually taken is considerable. A 
few of the turtle find their way to the 
London market, being purchased fi^r the 
purpose by the masters of vessdi firom the 
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above port j but^ the principal c<wisumf)4 
U(m of ads Sbrticle otfbod is dome^c^ 
atid is one that is vei*y generadly prefers 
red by the settle!rt. Hie taking of ihe 
spetiied called the hawks-bill is partteii-* 
larfy desirable, fh&m the value which ii 
kf^^^ to its shell : this in Eiirdpe tisufeUy 
obtains the name of tbrtoise'Sketi^ and id 
ffianu&ctured into a vmety of xMiiamen*- 
tal articles. 

The perwiis engaged^ in turtfirig are 
l^enerally inhabitants of the different key* 
in the neighbourhood of Balize. Many 
bf them, however, have placed themselves 
close to the Spanish settlements; but thef 
seMom meet with ittterruption from fliis 
t^cumstance. At the seasons of thefir 
fjftipfoyment, they cttmA^My form tfteftp. 
s^es into parties df ftHxr («• iSve ; and, 
perhaps, with a small ihare of odcasional 
industry, a more independent description 
df l)eings could scarcely be found. When 
the time for taking the tifirfk is past, thfejr 
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are cbiefly occupied in the catchiiigiif 
tish jfor themselves and famiUes. The 
jirodiice of their labour, which in sue- 
i:essful seasons is often considerable, is 
invariably diq[>osed of in the most licefl^ 
tious way, being solely appropriated to 
the gratification of one indulgence, an 
immoderate consumption of rum* Dnring 
the period of thdr labour, they an, ne- 
vertheless, consfMCuous fiir a rel^ioiis 
adherence to sol^iety^ water only b«ing 
permitted to be taken on the excursiMt 
But this over, a penance so mortifying 
is at once atoned &r in weeks of conti- 
nued drunkenness^ An entire puncheim 
of their fiivourite beverage having often 
been deemed by them no pro&se allow- 
aace for the celetoition of a w^e de:. 
bauch. 

From the uncommon vmpty.^S4w 
with which the/Sea^ contiguoMS to this 
coast,'Sp plentifiiUy abounds, it might be 
Qo^ctured tl)at4be d^^g seY^ iq^ 
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of diem would form an advanti^^eottt. 
empIo3mient. Of the kinds which might 
more immediately answer this purpose^ 
may be named, the baracouta, and jew- 
fish, both exceedingly well-lflavoured and 
firm. The former is often caught of sixty 
pounds weight ; the latter frequently up- 
wards of two hundred. The manati is 
also taken on the coast and in the neigh- 
bouring lagoons, the flesh of which ^ either 
fresh or salted, is considered a great de- 
licacy. The weight of this sometimes 
exceeds a thousand pounds. 

The inferior kinds are so numerous, 
that a particular specification of them, 
with that of many other productions, 
. connected with the natural history of this 
part of the world, will appear more con- 
veniently reserved for another part of 
tiiese sket<^hes. 

Whoever has become at all acquainted 
with tropical countries must have dwelt 
¥4th peculiar deKght on the grateful prd- 
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fusion of finits with which they have 
been so kindly furnished by an indulgent 
Providence; the whole, or the greater 
part of them, being so happily adapted, 
from the exquisite properties they pos- 
sess, to the convenience of man. Among 
the choicest of these, and which are 
abundantly obtained in the country of 
which we speak, may be enumerated: 
bananas, melons of seteral sorts, pine- 
apple in equal variety, oranges of superior 
flavour, lemons, limes, shaddocks, mango, 
guava, mammee, cashew-apple, tamarind, 
prickly.pear, avocado-pear, pomegranate, 
wild-plums of many species, sea-grape, &c* 
It may also be worthy of remark, that the 
grape of Madeira has been recently intro- 
duced into Honduras, and gives every 
promise of becomii^ &miliariz6d to its 
iiew situatk>n« 
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CHAP. III. 

Rivers Balize and Sibun, their importance to the 
Settlement: particulars connected with the his» 
^ory of both. Seasons for cutting mahogany : 
the operation described. Cutting of Logwood, 
do. Commercial advantages annexed to the 
above. Slaves, their labour and comftllo^ 
Concluding remmk. 

XT has been already observed that cul» 
I tivation forms qo p^ c^ the leading 
^; pursuits of the Bri^ Settlers at Hoiw 
Idiirast The cutting f^ mBbogany and 
IJogWQod nwirty therefore, be considered 
/almost their sole accupa^n.; 

The River Balize, from which the 
prkicipal establishment has obtained its 
pame, md from having the oldest and 
most valuable mahogany wojHcs connected 
with it, claims the first consideration. 
.Some of the wood-cutters have placed 
j themselves as high up this river as two 
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hundred miles from its entrance ; from 
the sea to this distance, it is perfect!/ 
navigdble fot all the purposes required ; 
the ccmtinuance of it beyond this, though 
conjectured to be fiff, is not very accu- 
rately known. 

At no very great distance from the 
more remote situations of the settlers in 
this direction, it has been ascertained, 
that rodds of communication can be 
found which are supposed to extend from 
the iio^them possessions of the Spanish 
government to its southern ones. Cross 
ways are also spoken of, which lead to 
and unite with its interior dependencies; 
It is perfectly weU linderstood, that the 
public dispatches which relate to the 
JSpanish; colonial departments are princi- 
pally forwarded by land, particularly 
during war. Tliey are entrusted to In- 
dian^ couriers, who perform the longest 
joUmies with extraordinary dispatch. 
Few English have had tht opportunity 
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6f knowii^ inythhig accurately cfth^e 
foads^ ot of the ()laced to which they 
feiad* It having been invariably the po- 
£cy of Spain to' guard ^ irtdctly as pod- 
siUe against the leadt information of 
the kind being obtained ; those persons 
theSrefore Who have travelled over them 
have in most instances been in a state of 
captivity, and not unfrequetttly com* 
|)ell6d, or misreprei^entation has pro- 
duced the statement^ to have their eyes 
fclosely bandj^d. /At the head of the 
1 fiver Balize a town of considerable size 
\ knd population, named Potent, is said to 
be situated^ It is {daced in die centre 
t^a large Isike, and is considered a place 
of baiiishmettt for Spanish culprits. It 
has a governor and small garrison an^ 
Aexed to it, and in a south w^terly di- 
rection is deemed about ei^t or ten 
iiays^ jcHimey from die highest of the 
•English Setdements. The comrnunica- 
lion from Potent to the ridi imd exten- 
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sive city o£ Guatimak m believed to be 
uninterrupted. 

/The Sibun^ or Sheeboon, as it is usually 
called, is the next river of importasce ia - 
this country. The navigation of this is 
much bolder than that of the Baiize, and 
vast quantities of mahogany are floated 
down it, and firom the many branched 
and creeks with whidi it is united. The 
sides of this riyer, for a considerable dis- 
tance, are thickly studded with planta* 
tions, imd the soil connected with it is 
generally cxmsidered of rich and pro- 
ductive quality. During the rains, the 
floods in the Sibun are extremely great; 
for, in a few hours, it has been known to 
rise from its original level upwards of 
fifty feet : its deo-ease is usually as rapid^ 
and little inconvenience, excepting the 
occasional loss of a few cattle, happens 
to the settlers from this circumstance. 
Its entrance from the sea is about three 
d2 
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leagues in a southwardly direction irom: 
the river Balize. 

Several of the rivers comprehended 
within the English limit?, plentifullyt 
abounding with both mahogany and log- 
wood, were abandoned at the com- 
mencement of o^r recent hostility with 
Spain. The immediate vicinity of these 
rivers to the possessions of the latter, and 
the insecurity that might have attended 
the unprotected settler in his employ- 
ment, no doubt suggested the expediency 
of this. Our establishments of this kind 
were more particularly confined to the 
Rio-Neuvo, and Rio-Honda, each of 
them a short distance from the settle- 
ment of Balize, and both navigable for 
vessels of considerable burden. 

About thirty miles up the Balize, con- 
tiguous to its banks, are found, what in 
this country are denominated, the In- 
dian-hills. These are small eminences. 
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which are supposed to have been raised 
by the aborigines oyer their dead; human 
bones, and fragments of a coarse kind of 
earthen-ware, being frequently dug frcmi 
them/ The Indian-hills are seldom dtt-^ 
covered but in the immediate vicinity of^ 
rivers or creeks, a circumstance which 
^has afforded another supposition, that 
they were formed by the natives as 
places of refuge durinjg the prevalence 
of floods; an inconvenience, to which 
in such situations, and before the country 
was in any degree clewed of wood, they 
must frequently have been exposed. 
/The foot of these hiUs is r^ularlypbuirted 
round with lai*ge stones, and the whole 
may perhaps be thmight to bear a very 
strong resemblance to the ancient bai- 
rows, or tumuli^ so commonly found in 
various parts of England.) 

On a branch of the river Sibun^ named 
Indian-creek, are situated the caves. 
These are subterraneous passages which 
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fauve been fimned at die base of three or 
6mx motmtluns in the n^hbourhood of 
each ttSxe^ of \&y ccmsiderable hei^t, 
QO donbt by the force of the curr^t of 
watery Whidi probably fw mahy oentu- 
dee has fbond i^ way through them. 
Hie Jaigest of these passages is scmie- 
what md^ thaa a quarter of a mile in 
kngth^ though in thb coontiy k has a 
greater extent givan to it. 
/It would certadnly require no cottunon 
powers of description to delineate widi 
/fidelity the esiquisite beauties co nnec te d 
taith ti« laigebt of die teves* The en- 
trittce to it &om IndiaikHnredc^ after mAky 
irindiiigd^ burrts suddenly on die sight, 
^oid resesnbln rery dosdly die aperture 
•uf aa oveD) aaatd is llnokly overining widi 
i^obhs atid trees of the grandest, but w^- 
est workmanships When dnsispassed, 
-a w&te a»d ApadDHs lake instantly com- 
«aea«es5 the wMet* of which » siteit and 
deep, bekig tdw^y he^rd to munMir, 
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but duiiag the most tempettuous Boo^ 
The lofty roof is arched with th« moflt 
exact proportion^and is prpfUs«ly«tM4ded 
with glittering crystalliwtions* Tordh 
%bt affi>rcls llie visitor the onljr mtvm 
of advantageously viewing thia m\iHm» 
piece of scenery; for ift in me or two 
places, an occanond beam of the sun, 
burstingwithincoBceivaldelustre through 
clefts of the mountain, be wfthdrawn, en- 
tire darkness pervadas the whole; and 
tike snaUest sound m^de In passing, be- 
ing qvAotiy loudfy reverbenlied, is fw^ 
cibly calculated to strike the eaf witli a 
fe^ng ^ solemn grandeur. ) 

The caves axe thought by some to have 
been produced by the labour of the In- 
dians: henpe the name of the frater 
i^hich findaits course through them ; but 
tis6A conjeQture stands divested of every 
probability to support it (When the 
watc» are at the lowest, the solitary re- 
cesses cf the caves are ttie chosen haunts 
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of many animals of prey, of which the 
> tiger may be most frequently traced.^ 
There are two seasons in the year for 
the cutting of mahogany : the first com- 
mencing shortly after Christmas, or at 
4he conclusion of what is termed the zvet 
reason J the other about the middle of the 
yean At such periods all is activity; and 
the falling of trees, or the trucking out 
those that have been fiiUen, form the 
chief employments. Some of the wood is 
rough-squared on the spot, but this part 
of the labour is generally suspended until 
the logs are rafted to the entrance of the 
different rivers. These rafts often con- 
sist of more than two* hundred logs, and 
^re floated as many miles. When the 
floods are unusually rapid, it very fre- 
quently happens, that the labour of a 
season, or perhaps of many, is at once 
destroyed by the breaking asunder of a 
raft, and the whole of the mahogany be- 
ing hurried precipitately to the sea. 
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The gangs of negroes employed in this 
work consist of from ten to fifty each j 
few exceed the latter number. The 
large bodies are commonly divided into 
several small ones, apian which, it is sup- 
posed, greatly fecilitates labour. 

£ach gang of slaves has one belonging 
to it, who is styled the huntsman. He is 
generally selected from the most intelli- 
gent of his fellows, and his chief occupa- 
tion is to search the woods, or, as in this 
country it is termed, the bush^ to find la- 
bour lR)r the whole. A negro of this de. 
scription is often valued at more than 
five hundred pounds. 

About the beginning of August the 
huntsman is dispatched on his errand ; 
and if his owner be working on his own 
ground, this is seldom an employment of 
much delay or difficulty. He cuts his 
way through the thickest of the woods to 
the highest spots, and Climbs the tallest 
tree be finds, from which he' minutely 
D5 
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Purvey* the 9iirDEndii^ cotmtiy. At this 
reason the leaves of the mabc^^y troe 
are invwibbly of k ]^elk>w teddah hupe, 
and an eye accustomed to liiis kind of 
^exerdse can discover, at agriaatdistenoe, 
the placeiE^-wtore tiie wood U most abon- 
dant He now descoad^ and to such 
places bis nteps ai^e diifedted,^ and without 
<x>iiipasi^, or odnsr guide than wfaatt^beer- 
Tation hits imprinted on Im ireooUection, 
he never &ils tio readi the ex»ct peant to 
winch he aima* 

It not unfrequeiitly happenfiy wten tfab 
^ntsmem bte been particulariy success- 
ful in this journey of discovery, in find- 
ing a large body ^^wood in some remote 
xmi^rr, tfaalt k becomes Jt contest widi his 
consciettice, whether he sbaH discloiE^ tte 
matter to his mafPtor, or «ieil it to hb 
ttiaster'B neighbour : a liber^ e^vdfcent 
(&r this breach 'of fidelity being always 
:!jpunctually discharged. Those, however, 
idK) afibrd encouragement to such pnco* 

5 
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ihm of ihw iotpc^sty a? it cfifmot J^yt 

On 4pme <KKa3im« no Qo^inaiy «|^at^. 
I^em J0 ,a«cep9W7 to i^ te^rt^ to by the 

Ijiemaelves.ofthe advwtageofbisjdiac^- 

veries ; for if bis^t^^ traced by t^oae 

u^iomayilieeogpgQd in the sm^ pursuit, 

i^bich is « very commoo ^thiog, all liiis 

iogeottily must -be te:ii/est6d to hegui]fi 

ti)ev(x fyoin^ the true 9ceAt. la t^s, 

rho^ii^e^^, ^^ is not Always ^coesip^, 

bft^g foUow^ bj tboff? ip^o are entirely 

,fWMe ^kT all tbe iarts he may yse^ io^ 

.v^jiqs^ l^j^ ace fio ^pk^that theli^tt^ 

itum of n lQ»£y m lite faintest impr^sic^i 

fO^hhJSoojt^ is uneri;ingly perceived : eve)» 

4»Pr4»ed Jteajf^ vWph ;?qa7 be 8trcw«)# 
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on the ground often help to conduct to 
the secret spot. Patents for discovery 
having never been contemplated by the 
Honduras wood-cutters, any invasion of 
the right appertaining to it has therefore 
seldom been very scrupulously regarded 
by them. And it consequently happens, 
that persons so engaged must frequentfy 
undergo the disappointment of finding 
an advantage th^y bad promised to 
themselves seized on by others. 

The mahogany tree is commonly cut 
about twelve feet from the ground, and 
a stage is erected for the axe-man em- 
ployed in levelling it. ' This, to an ob- 
server, would appear a labour of much 
danger, but an accident rarely happens 
to the person engaged in it. The (body 
of the tree, from the dimensions of the 
^ood it fi.nu.he,, is deeded the n,ost 
valuable j but for purposes of ornamental 
kind, the branches or limbs are generally 
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preferred, the grain of these being much 
closer, and the veins more rich and 
variegated^ 

TheJiwt day of felling the trees, if the 
negroes have Hot been disturbed in their 
labour, is always one of festivity and 
merriment^ and these people may now 
anticipate a short interval of leisure that 
wfil^low them to tliink of comforts in 
which they seldom can indulge at the 
commencement of their work, ^^ome are , 
busily employed in the improvement oif 
their dwellings, which are nothing more 
than huts composed of a few sticks and 
leaves, that of the master being seldom 
better, whilst others search the woods 
for game^ in which they generally are 
abundantly succesi^U The more inge- 
nious turn their attention to the manu- 
fecture of a variety of small articles from 
the less valuable mahogany, for domestic 
use; and which, either as presents to 
their wives^ or as matters for sale, are 
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duqposdd Df on thmf fetum fiw* tbc 

The mahogany tree is seMcm £w^ 
in ckstoiis w ^oup)^> but m\^ and 
often HKiKh <&pef^d ; what, !th)ecefi«p«, 
is denoninated n ioa^gntiy ¥k>i:k (Cmi- 
pnehesttis jsm ^ef^t^t of iseviefal mS^ 
The growfli of this twe i? cpofiSider^ 
orapid, but Idnat of tte logwood ^iQ«N9h 
moce so^iviiSdi, it is said, aMaws miitijuti^^^ 
in five yiears. 

lit iiasi)een ceottrk^, byilM» ^mott 
je&perieDce in this jQCOupatiKMi, idiai; }tbe 
mahogany ndiich is £a3im b^tme/tn ^ 
months of (FdmatBTj mjA )Sepi;eipber is 
very liaUe to qplkij liie «rae absent- 
tion extei^ to that alao^wdsioh^roivirsjii 
vocky or inountaiDous sitoaticnfi. ^Qms 
-is ihe itxy-manls gocfttest evil, for j^ 

convemem^ is iammaiAj <ftte J^rgett 
rand tif the ftieai ^^p»dity. Tbwr^ is4»nt 
acme j[>i£caidioii:«g«iftstithw, nsbottevQr jibe 
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teiklcmrf towards it is diBCovered, whidti 
iA to l?eep 4^ tree immersed as closely 
OS possible in deep 'Water ontil the time 
^foft ^hif^g or 4Aiietvme dispoADg cdfit 
isrty^s* 

The logs of midiogany are generally 
im>irg^t4mt i^y Msatde and trttdos to iSbe 
water side, or to the barquadievy m it is 
termed m 1^ coQfltry, wMcAi has been 
deviously pvepared by the fereman ofthe 
Twork for tteir TOception. Vfhea the 
niistaaGe is great, tiiis is a labour ^fin<fi. 
milte aad todious diUculty. As «oon as 
:a sdflkwiit number to Ibrm ti xaeft is 
ie(^ct6d,<'ia&d 4ihe waters ha^ve gained 
?lJie ^niKcresaary heighft, they are sin^ 
•4dirown ftcm the banks, and reqmre m> 
totfaer aad or^guidanoe than the ferce^of 
ttiie^mnrent to floart; them to tbe booms 
'Whichare fan^e cables placed across the 
ti^^irs at the difia^nt edftes or hX^. 
^Jwe Acy are oiice more <rdllected, each 
fM»^<)laimii}ghiB<Mim^m ^dM^-genenQ 
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mass, and formed into separafte rafts for 
their final destination. Sometimes more 
than a thousand logs together are sup- 
ported by the booms; and the catastrophe 
attendant on their .breaking asunder^ 
which during extrOrcJinary flftods of- 
t^i happens, has been previously no- 
ticed.. 

The mahogany, when disposed of at 
Honduras, produces from sixteen ta 
thirty pounds, Jamaica currency, per 
thousand feet: the price of this article 
however can seldom be fi^ed, aind mu^t 
always fluctuate as it niay be governed 
by quality or size. The shqi^nng of it 
to Europe, espeqially during war, hss 
seldom been found advantageous^ ex- 
cepting to a few individuals, who have 
succeeded in establishing a kind of 
preference in the London market* The 
exporting of it to the American ^ate^ 
would, it is considered, be highly bene- 
ficial to thjp settlers generally, were there 
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less restrictidn in the way of the dimen- 
sions of that which is permitted to be 
carried to them : this renders the inter- 
course, as it exists at present, of insigni- 
ficant importance. 

To give some idea of the profit, though 
perhaps the instanced of such success are 
not numerous which has been known to 
' attend the cutting of mahogany : a single 
tree lias been fi:)Und ta contain 12000 su- 
perficial feety and this to produce up- 
wards of one thousand pounds sterling.^ 
TM& certainly is a most flattering view of 
the subject; but, unquesticmably, many 
more examples ^f opposite advantage 
might be produced. The great expense 
the settler must incur in the purchase,, 
feeding, and clothing a number of daves; 
the tools, cattle, and furniture, be must 
sup^y for the purpose of draught, ex- 
clusive of a variety of miscellaneous dis- 
buntements, are all material drawbacka 
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firomany thing tike soqU ejctraordioary 
gain commonly IwqppeMng in thi» undei- 
taking. 

The annual coet of the n^o alone 
is estimated by each proprietor at Hon- 
duras, at somethiog more than 95poutids 
Jamaica curi^ncy: «a expense whwh, 
in the history of slavery, is prob«Jl)fy 
witiiottt parallel. As a ^t 00 unusual 
may require more than oaked ns&Rttion 
to si^tport it, it may not be wneo^isai^ 
to ptrticulariM vfbiU if commooly gnoi* 
«d ojd su^ oc<!aaoos, and which i;uitogn 
hiks loQg »nce brought into r^i4<ur esa«- 
tifio. Fif8t,lhere£>i<e,ofpfo¥}£sog0; 

Of Irish salt pork, to each n©. rf. s, H. 
gro, 5lb. per week, wMch, 
«! an a¥«ragc of price, may 
be estimated fcff865day9dt 8 10 o 
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£. S. d. 

Brought ibrwafd 8 10 O 

Qfflour,alway8 the fioestyllb. 

per day each, estimated at 10 O 
Of rum, suppoang a gill to be 

allowed to each dave per 

day, during the days that 

work is carrying on, which 

may be numbered at 860 : 

the spirits at 10s. per gallon 4 1 S 
Of sugar, 12lb. allowed to 

each, at is. 6d. per lb. • • 15 O 
Of clothing : two suits of &- 

tigue, or working clothes, 

usually of osnaburgs, at 

abotrt; Is. 8d. per yard to 

each, and making I 8 4 

One pair of coarfi^ shoes ditto 

ditto O is 4 

Midoefianeom: tobacco and 

pipes to each negro .... l lO o 



Cartied forward jS^6 IS 11 
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£. s. df 
Brought forward 26 12 11 

Medical attendance, or medi- 
cine, per contract, to each O 13 4 
Saturday's labour, invariably 
the privilege of the slave, 
and which is generally en- 
gaged by his owner : esta- 
blished rate Ss. 4d. per day 8 IS 4 



Jamaica currency £ 35 19 7 



* Equal in stealing for each 

slave, per annum . . . • £25 13 llf 



If the slave be not employed in re^- 
clar mal^ogany cutting, he is at least en- 
gaged in sQjme occupation by his master^ 
» which, gives. him. a claim to |;his com- 
pensation. This allowance, however, 
f though it be. p^id at the nominal rat^ 
•jd£ Ss. 4d. per day, seldom actually a- 
^mounts tq any thing like so much ; it 
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being in most instances accounted for 
in slops, trinkets, or liquors, of the most 
inferior kind ; and which no doubt are 
given out in this way at a profit bf more 
than 200 per cent. Besides the principal 
number of the persons engaged in the 
cutting of mahogany being also in trade, 
of course the above is provided for in the 
way of business. To those who may not 
be so situated, of whom there are like- 
wise several, and who must depend on 
the merchant for such supplies, this ex- 
pense consequently bears a very different 
proportion. 

The cutting of logwood is not -so 
important or extensive an undertaking 
as that of mahogany. It does not re- 
quire, in the first instance, any thing like 
the same number of slaves and cattle ; 
nor, in the second, so great an expence , 
in various articles of machinery, tools; 
provisions, &c. &c. The persons who 
embark in it are usually beginners ialife. 
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and frequently possess little other capital 
to carry it on but their industry. Though 
an inferior, it may in some shape be 
viewed as a necessary occupation to the 
other, as large quantities of logwood are 
continually required by the shij^rs q{ 
mahogany for die purpose of securely 
stowing their vessels ; and who find an 
advantage in purchasing it rather than 
in detaching their own labourers in search 
of it 

It does not often occur that logwood 
and mahogany are found growing in the 
neighbourhood of each other i the situa* 
tions which they inhabit being extremely 
different. The former may, perhaps, be 
almost clashed among productions of an 
aquatic kind, as it can seldom be obtained 
in any abundimt way but in a low 
swampy soil, or contigiu)us to fresh water 
creeks and lakes, on the edges of which 
the root, die only valuaUe part of the 
tree, spreads to a very wide extent 
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After this remark, it need scarcely be 
added, that this pursuit is found of a most 
unpleasant and unhealthy description* 
It may likewise be observed, that it is 
^ production of local growth, and but 
rardy discovtf ed in any direction south* 
wardly firom the settlement of Belize. 

The price of logwood at Honduras is 
stUl more fluctuating than- that c^maho* 
gany, the demand for it being much more 
unequal. This commonly vibrates be- 
tween j?7 and £14 Jamaica currency 
per ton. The most advantageous market 
Ibr it has usually been found in the 
United States, to which it is frequently 
permitted to be carried without restric- 
tion. As an article ofe3q)ort to Britain, it 
has not generally been deemed {n^ofltable. 

The chief prc^erty of the settlers of 
Honduras, from what has been advanced, 
namst be supposed to consist in slaves. 
Tli^e people have mostly been imported 
£:om Aicica \j the ii]tf:»xxmr8e with 
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Jamaica/ no direct importation having 
ever taken place ; but many of them are 
Creoles of , the different West Indian 
Islands, and several have been brought 
into the Settlement, by their owners^ 
from the United States. And in no part 
of the world where slavery prevails, can 
the condition of being so circumstanced 
be found of.mildier or more indu^ent 
form. The laboiu: they undergo bears 
no proportion to that which they sustain 
throu^out the islands : rior is it more to 
be compared with what they experience 
in the States of America, a country which 
^it^lesist professes to confer a higher por- 

; '^ *^^ "^ ' * ' tioYi of freedom than most others, whether 
it really happen or not. 

Whenever power is exercised with mo- 

' deration, the task of recording it can 

never be thought superfluous. And 
where the charge of inhumanity is ge- 
neral, any opportunity that may be af- 
forded for discriminatioii, it would be a 
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vidktion of justice to withhold. Thus 
much, therefore, seemed due to the slave- 
holder in the present instance, and with 
the acknowledgment of it the subject is 
closed ; ibr it is as distant from being in- 
tended, as it would be remote from the 
purpose in view, to proceed further on 
one in all its forms so uninviting; on 
which ability so much superior has been 
exhausted without producing conviction ; 
and which, like many others of popular 
description, has, perhaps, on some occa- 
sions, fixed the reason in an obsequious 
dependanceon the passions. 

The value of the negro, if recently 
from Africa, is computed fix)m jf 120 
to jf 160 Jamaica currency. Those who 
have passed a few years in the country, 
and have become ccustomed to the 
labour of it, frequently produce from 
^200 to rfSOO. 

A convoy is appointed from Jamaica 
for the protection of the Honduras trade 
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to Europe twice a year, in January and: 
July. 

It niay be here obeerved, that if the 
English were removed from the privileges; 
'they enjoy at Honduras, scarcely any 
other people could derive equal ad-» 
vantage from them. Even the Spaniards 
themselves, in the very limited state oi 
whatever at present relates to. them in i^. 
commercial view, could be little, if in 
any way, benefited by the circumstance* 
Indeed it will poasibi^ bp not too much : 
to assort, that the people of tUeJ^anish^ 
colonies generally would veiy cheerfbllyf 
wave all pretensions of the kind, for 
the advantage of obtaining an exten* 
sion of mercantile intercourse, by which: 
the manufactures of Britain: might mocel 
readily reach, them, and for wUcbithl^: 
at all times discover the mo^t eager pt^ 
dilectioiu 
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CHA^. IV. 

di^oietfUtu/sfjfmedly Ca^. BmwAjf. Pn^ 
SpU admrnistjatioH of justice* Courts of Hon* 
duras, how held. Humane regulation for pro» 
tecting manumitted slaves. Revenue. Pqpu^ 
lation*. Diseases. 

A. CODE of laws or regulations was 
formed for the English settlers at Hon- 
duras by Capt. (afterwards Sir William) 
Bnmaby, in the year 1779. These yet 
fetaih the name of their founder, and 
Bumaby^s laws have always been consi- 
dered the fimdamental or statute law of 
the settlement. An examination of this 
code will discover, that it comprehends 
little more than what is adapted to 
jSbciety in its most contracted state, and 
i^hich never could have been intended 
to embrace any thing connected with a 
more extensive population and growing 
increase of property. When these regu- 

E 2 
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lations were therefore enforced, it must 
be believed, it w^s merely intended that 
some direction or restraint should be im- 
posed on a description of persons, who 
Tiad before lived without respect to rules 
of any kind ; and whose irregularities, 
murders, piracies, and atrocities of every 
sort, were continually perpetrated with a 
barbaroils indifference, because punish- 
ment was unknown. Such unquestion- 
ably ^as the state of society in this re- 
mote quarter; and one that, no doubt, 
powerfully actuated the British com- 
mander to adopt such measures as he 
very properly considered might be pro- 
ductive of results more consonant to jus- 
tice and humanity. 

The present administration of justice 
is vested in a bench of magistrates, con- 
sisting of seven. These officers are ^ect- 
ive, annually : a mode of appointment, 
which, in this respect at least, must have, 
many obvious defects, and which, when 
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exercised in small communities, will not 
always be found the most certain way of 
securing the impartial ^fids that ought 
ever to be borne in view when annexed 
to a matter of such solemn importance. 
And it may very fairly be presumed, that 
a proper interpretation of laws would be 
more likely to occur, from the nomina- 
tion of persons in some previous shape 
quailed to fill such situations, than could 
possibly happen fi'om the accidental, or, 
as it is more frequently found, capricious 
privilege of electing to them. 
. If it be the will of government to re- 
tain this establishment, those more im- 
Qiediately connected with it mtist feel an 
increased desire, that an early attention 
ofthe legislative power should be drawn 
towards this momentous point ; for, as it 
has been remarked, the increase of 
property, the more fixed state of society, 
and, above all, the commercial conse- 
quence it has attained, and of which 
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imder profier rjegjuJ^o© it m^y yet seem 
^i^sc/eptiWa iu a % higher degree, would 
xrert^nly appey to require aoapething of 
^ more de%ed and sy^teipxitic form thaif 
V(I}at at pr^ent i^ ^^knqwledged in it^ 

The office of is^upjerintepdant of the 
;settlement of ^Honduras has always he^eijt 
filled by a person of military rimk^ comr 
bluing the duties of the first civil ip^Sr 
trate witl^ /(h^t of OTmrniaidapt of th^ 
tro(^s^ i^Q. 3wJi> no doubt, would seeqi 
thje^ p^ifqp^i^ interpretation c^the situatigf^ 
of this officer. This, hawev^, has xu4 
been sf^ read% a(bnitted j »nd a very 
opppsijb^ a^d ^nlite4 4^&n^on of ^^ ^ 
i^^i^^l^ l^een cp^rt^ii^ for, chiefly by 
tl^Qi^ who might h^v€f hl^ a diminution 
pf t^ir ipipaftani^^ li?y ;k mor^ strict 
(^x;fjrci3^ of t^ pQ^^rs annexed to il^. 
T^Oi^ relnctance w^cb ha^ jbdvari^y 
ac(;omp»med eyery apl^nqwledgcmeat 
of th(^ l(ind has been pro^^nctiv^ of inc^ 
tiai^t di^eqsiQn fu^^ fittest j ami ^^m 
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Hb^ littk fnoderation that hM charac- 
terise th€^ differeiKes, a belkf might 
iitamt be entertained^ tilat^iio iitcCM- 
kkkraUe pmtkm of the rtide styirit ^f the 
first adventurers in thk qmcuet had bc^ 
transmitted unimpairad to their bu(5- 
^eeissord^ 

llie courts of Hoadyrag dr^B held thrc« 
tknes in each jem* ) other courts are afeo 
«>ecaflionalfy held to deter^fle ]»»af«eM 
of inferior Idnd^ m4 to adjiist th« <dt£> 
^e^ce^^ i^traMieat ^rsoas. From the 
d^udicatiofift o# tbebe eouik it is cMt»n^ 
iied there cm be no apj^dlt b concha 
five pow^ir^ thM inay not appew aUc^ 
gedner tatis&ctory^ especially to ^a» 
who may have become in ai^ degree 
Bcquamted with the more enlarged 
^rstem of juri^udefice adopted ifl othet* 
coontriesr. 

Alaw has been recently efifi»*ced^ which 
entitles the settlers to much commenda- 
tion^ -tbdugk the feeding tde*^ which sug- 
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gested the necessity of so humane a mea- 
sure may have originated in another quar- 
ter.* It is a law prohibitii^ the manumis* 
sion of slaves, unless the owner previously 
enters into a specific engagement with an 
equivalent security, that the pei'sons so 
manumitted shall not, in sicknesi^ or old 
age, become burdensome to themselves 
or to the public* A similar regulation 
also extends to such freedom as may be 
granted by testamentary bequest. 

iPrevioiis to the introduction of the 
above, it will not be denied^ that the 
condition of the slave was often found 
truly deplorable. Brol^en down by age 
or infirmity, the boon, thus obtained, 
was more frequently extended, because 
perhaps he had ceased, from one or 
both of the foregoing causes, to be longer 
capable of toiling, than from any impulse 
of a more generous nature. 

* It ia believed^ in die bland of Jamaica. 
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A temple of ^Esculapius might occa- 
sionally have been quite as convenient in 
our colonies as it was found on the island 
in the Tiber, to which the Romans con- 
signed their sick slaves, and from which^ 
if the god was indulgent in restoring 
them to health, tliey once more were 
taken into the employ of their masters : 
if they died, no farther inquiry was made . 

about them : 

Mors ultima llnea rerom.est. 

The domestic revenue of the settle- 
ment is principally drawn from a duty or 
tax on transient traders, who pay five 
pounds per cent, on all articles of mer- 
chandise. This duty is productivfe, but 
much more so whilst an intercourse with 
the United iStates remains iminterrupted. 

From all wines and spirits imported, 
one shilling and sixpence per gallon is 
levied: this contributes very consider- 
ably to the Honduras treasury. 

From annually licensing retail liquor- 
E 5 
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^psy 9^ whi<^ tb^i QuiBb€»r m B^^ if 
Us size be ccHi^idercidy is prodigiou^:i 
tbyese sbc^s are v^ed a^ lugh as tlw t^ 
pounds each* 

From fipes levied by tbe ccjuijts oi* 
civil and criminal actions. 

From non.peri^^rmai^ce of the duty alf 
magistxate, wheor elected^ (m^ l^ndred^ 
pounds. Non-ati;endafice of jurors, ^jCj. 

From public retailers of good^, t$n^ 
pounds per annum each. 

From, tonnage of vesselsi seven-pence 
hal^enny p^er toij ; i^ Sr barbou^ duty 
Q^ ships of three pounds. 

The total of this ijeyenjie may be lia^eo^ 
Mmmunibus annis^ at between six i^d* 
seven thousandpounds Jamaica ou^ency. 
It is disposed of ajb the will^md under ^% 
direction, of the magistrafsy for the, time 
l^eing. 

!^rx2m> the fore^ping outline of th^ 
laws and regulations; adopted ip^ this.€^ 
t^Wishppft^ a^^ be 
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eotoftaiiiedr but that the wterou «^ 
hicim: of the perMOi ooMieiatod with; i* 
would b& neMterially impnrvtdv as well ar 
a spirit of enterprise more extensively 
encouraged with others, if an entire 
amendment of the whole, both in form 
and administration, were to take placet 
for in a system so undefined, if the term 
can be applied to any thing so desultory,, 
the want of confidence and security must 
ever be &lt. 

Under the encouragement of a belief, 
therefore, that the period may not be 
remote when tkb may become an object 
of increased consideration, a form of 
^o^ernment ^^fme^fAi^ restmblifig that 
which has been prescribed for some of 
the smaller islands, tHie Bahamas in par- 
ticular, might be fbntid equally adapted 
to the situation of Honduras. And a 
diistri&iitioti of ks^ internal tfevtmne, as 
sfsted, mi^ appear fii% adequate t» 
jAQ^V et^iy te^fiiMt panose. With 
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such an opinion and with, that diffidence 
which should accompany such sugges* 
tionsy the following is submitted : 

Superintendant, per annum. . .. £ 1000 

Attorney-General . • 600 

Two Justices, or Judges,5&600 each 1 200 

Comptroller of customs 500 

Deputy ditto, and Collector .... 300 
Provost-Marshal and Harbour- 
Master 300 

Allowance to Superintendant for 

Secretary 200 

Sterling 4100 

Revenue of Honduras about • . • • 5000 

Balance after the foregoing distri- 
bution 900 

At present it must be understood, . 
that the superintendant receives from , 
government ^500 per /umum, with an 

5 
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allowance of j^lOO for a secretary; an 
allowance also for miscellaneous dis^ 
bursements. It will be seen from the 
above, that an improvement of this situa^ 
tion is produced, as well as in that of 
secretary, and with an advantage, al-^ 
though a trifling one in state economics^ 
of the entire amount of both. But it 
must be obvious, that the object of an 
insignificant saving is not exclusively 
contemplated in this instance. 
. It is computed that there is not more 
than 200 white inhabitants in the settle- 
ment of Honduras, and somewhat more 
that 500 people of colour and free blacks. 
The number of negro slaves is supposed ^ 
to be near 3000. No census of the entire 
population has been recently taken. Is 
may be observed, however, that the in- 
crease of the white populaticm bears no 
kind of proportion with its decrease. 

The diseases more particularly inciden- 
tal to Ihis part of the world are fevers,. 
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cdaeftf of ibe iutemmttent kind. Dufhig: 
tbe hottest months tbose <9f a. biSinw. and 
iBi&mmatoij nature are likewise preva** 
lent, aiui£bsql»9ftl7^ pfimre fatai to peiv 
ams ]ie\d^ arrived* Cooifiiamts of sl 
pidmenic desesipdoni are seldom tibe at- 
tmidaaExtaofhot cliEmateaiy and atre ihere*^ 
fhre but litdo^ known: in this;. 

The infiuenza^ $o» cofnmoii and &g« 
^en% sa fatal in Euxope^ prxvvedpeca* 
liarly destruetUre here duidng the mcaitiir 
0^ Deceioibeir isSO?, and JIuniarp I8D8. 
le may be mixiadcedi, as a^ sit^ukc^ eiit* 
oamstaaiee connactasd. witb iMs coiw- 
plainly tibod it pnwed) m^ariidily m«re 
jSi«ali CO MackSvt^n «0 wliiies. 

Tbere 19 an evil w'tAv whioh the 
negroes^ eiiipl0)fed» in l&e woods^ »0 t^rf 
common^ afflic«<id^ and fitrnv wiiiell Idle 
wthites ar^ w&t^ e^st^Bl^ exempt ;;: tllisug 
called* the bay^ore. Thia dimrder ii^ 
believed tO' be peculiar tc^ H«ondiiras. 
I^ nsna% breaks^ out in ^e Itettids cw 
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lega^ and is aittended in abnoflt erery in* 
niiajim Afith very acute pahu Medical 
opinionha^ detetmined it to be of caace« 
ions description, and the cure is .only efi 
^ted hy poweefial causticsy n wpf3iaM0 
tions of a corrosive natucew 

The^ tietanus, ot k>cked-JMry the ire- 
^piient and dieadfi}! attendant en almoil 
every kind of wound throi^onlcdie West 
Indies and the gvcatet part of the Ame** 
idcan coixtipen^ is not known here. 

While Qfi t^ subject of disease k nmy 
be usefid t^ ri^^ark, that although tioi 
ip^onvepi^mee is. found less fonnidabte 
^t Honduiraa than in masi^ sitnatibu 
under nes^i^y oon^eaponding: degreos ei 
latitude, yet ife is by no measna to be 
viewed as. beiog: entordy ei^lbded fronn 
sjui^h, intrusion. It Qpnse^pientij> he*^ 
Qomes s^ mattein ^ the highest importi* 
^c^tothpse who^maybe condfagted tot 
ita shoresii to iellow,> aa &v aa tiiey con*» 
Mewie^t^ qmn «Mh: wlesi as: may svm 
I 
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most rationally founded for. the preser- 
vation of health j and that such may be 
followed without any material diminu-, 
tion of social enjoyment, or violent ex- 
ercise of self denial, will hardly require 
to be insisted on. 

It is well undersjtood that there are 
certain seasons, of which it has usually 
been recommended to Europeans to take 
advantage, on making a voyage to coun- 
tries situated within the tropics. These 
seasons, as applied to the whole, though 
subject from local causes to frequent 
variation, must generally be considered 
to be compreh^ided within the time of 
the year when the violence of the heat 
is somewhat mitigated, and during the 
absence of the periodical rains. A sud- 
den exposure to either extreme often 
proves fatal to the stranger, and should 
if possible be cautiously avoided. The 
night dews which at most seasons are . 
very prolific are not less baneful ; and . 
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until the sun has gained some ascendancy 
to disperse the unwholesome vapours 
these create, the morning in many situ- 
ations has little healthful or agreeable to 
recommend it. Under the head of pre- 
caution, therefore, a proper adaptation 
of clothing to meet the vicissitudes al- 
luded to should, it is presumed, engage 
a due share of regard. This is a matter, 
however, that observation may have dis- 
covered to be less considered by the 
people of our own country than by those 
of any other. An Englishman in this 
respect is most pertinacious, and would 
perhaps rather surrender some, portion of 
his health and convenience than any 
part of lus accustopied habit. Not sd 
the Frenchman, the Spaniard, or evert 
the inflexible - Dutchman, who, widiin 
the ttoficB^ finds occasion for fewer 
pairs of breeches than he had in the 
Texel. 
The doctrine of temperance has sel« 
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^dom oliHained adfiua^ioii ^ the ^aafiBtfr 
iregi^M J bQr haw 4:fee advocates for it 
in fiuch fidttfeations often beea regarded 
^fitll eixtraordinary dc&tettce. Yet it i^ 
j|iajbte pr<^bable, that ft^ couM he i^wui, 
#¥e^ ki the iadnlgeD^e of an c^osite 
4yst^m» who would inot aflR>rd aascmt to 
« th>9Qry. althoitgh at some variaai^^ wil^ 
their practice. With regard to Uving^ 
therelofe, little eas be said ; i&deed it 
would be ttselefls ta say much ob a sufeM- 
^t im whid^ inieliiiatiQA baa geniera^ 
;bef n; difco¥€ired do much too pawer&d 
§bM mgg&^tiom* Alid as it becomes i» 
«QfiM shape unavoidaUe^ to* wea(BuBAi> 
iiaf pbmie, to live well^ the weaiiitig ef 
w^idk might posaiUy be fimiid in ita (^ 
p9^% evait in this respect soaie direo 
tien ma^ be sahj^ry^-^—To avoid aH 
repaists^ Imt such aa are denosaiaated x^ 
gii}ar» fbr the appetite l^artidipati]^ sa 
the share of languor brought on tb6 
jpistem by tbA «0foet of ^ttmatef otfty be 
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too wi€^ 4i9^S€4» if iV9t early r€* 
§ir^mt49 to fieek ito fKfit^ation dt ua- 
aqu^ iBtervab, 9 matt^ im which hMHk 
is more eoHcerned ttian at first oaay bt 
l^onceived, aod that at opee leads to tW 
cojisideratiQii of mother thi»g ya^hkh i$ 
clo^Iy i^tteadairt oa it.-^To prefer at 
4^^tiioes the use (^ wine to th»t of spirits^ 
wd if the h^er must be ti^en^ ^1 no 
acGoifliit to omk a #<;nip<A}ous adherence 
to thwe thiogjk— namely, time^ qiianit(y> 
f»4 OH^y. Of 1^ ftrrt it tmy cer^ 
i(^ b^ p^BOuneedf that any ioattol^ 
Mm towardu it cemmotily involves m 
indifference with regard to the vest $ 
and indiscriminate or early drinking has, 
without question, contributed quite as 
fiOiwer|i)% as tibe climate^ orany other 
cawe^ to> renfler the greatei part o^om 
n^oaim utKxu^cflial to Ae ^xfatefice «f 
Bwope^w. 

B«(bf^ qtiittii)^ this aibfect, ijt nm/ 
not W iriMl^ inrelwaatto o&rafev 
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further remarks, from which it is con- 
jectured some advantage may likewise 
be derived; — ^First, to fortify the mind aH 
strongly as possible against impressions 
of the interruption health may sustain 
in the change that has beeii undertaken. 
And, although regarding the recital of 
many of the feats crif Death as tales for 
the nursery, not to indulge a belief by 
a too emboldened conduct, that no such 
personage stalks the earth. Secondly, 
no circumstance being more evident, 
thati that the body is greatly dependant 
on the mind for the share of health it 
enjoys 

Mens Sana in corpore sano-^ 

to consider, if this maxim holds gene- 
nJly, that it will be found to apply with 
increased force in remote and unhedtfay 
countries ; where much is new, and, to 
many, where all is unpromising ; where 
habits and association beicome entirely 
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dissimilar, and which are teldoni found, 
with all the novdty they possess, suffix* 
ciently powerfid to dbliterate the anxiety 
and regret that i$ felt for that which has 
been resigned. This is the Promethean * 
vulture, that must not fitsten on its vie- 
tim if the force of philosophy can pre-r 
vent it 

It is possibly, from the indulgence of 
feelings like the above — ^firom a sensibi- 
lity which broods gloomily on the past — 
that much arises to embitter the present; 
and that, in its despondent effects, will 
seldom allow any thing to be placed on 
the future. This is the last and most 
dangerous state of this mental a£^tion, 
which not unfrequently fixes the sufferer 
in a confirmed state of hypochondria, a 
Udium vita^ that no relief, but sudden 
change of situation and restoration to 
former scenes, can ever reach. 

The force contributed by government 
fi>r the defence of the settlement of Hon- 
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duraB^ both maritime and military/ if 
highly respectable. The s6ttlers ftom 
jttnongst themselves have formed a body 
df militia^ composed chie^y of perscniiil^ 
of colour and free blacks ; confidential 
riaves may likewise be included. A coti«< 
siderable share of relismce is placed on 
the militia ; and which, from the zeal and' 
collective energy it evinced, wheh the 
Spfmiards attempted an invasion in the- 
year 1798, seems very justly to belong to* 
it. And in any instance of fiiture at*-' 
tack, it is entirely evident that the mOst 
Cstelitial service might be expected to 
result from ar co-Operation of* this body 
with the regular ibrce. Still, however; 
it must be declared, that the present or- 
ganization of the militia is in no shape 
as perfect as it is capable, under proper 
direction, of being made. 

It never has beeri believed that the set-^ 
tlement can be attacked but by sea. On 
the Iknd side it i^ ail entire swamp <tr 
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morass &t many miles back, at most sea- 
sons nearly covered with water, through 
which it would be impossible to move 
guns of the lightest weight, and indeed' 
through wliich a man would find infinite 
fifficulty to move himself. If an attempt 
should be made by the river Balize, an 
event that at certain periods has been ex- 
pected, innumerable small vessels would 
be required for the purpose ; and after 
these were obtained, the passage^f them 
could only be eflfected during the rains, a 
season most disadvantageous for every 
kind off hostile operation- in tropical- 
countries. At every other time the na-: 
vigation of this river would be effectuaUy^ 
impeded. \ 

The channel is protected by the guns 
of ' a^strong ibrt hittlf erected by a com- 
peient engineer; and,. in honour of hh- 
Mf^esty^ ti[ii» work is named Fort 
Qjeoige. 1 Its situ^ktibn is-siiigulariy^ cdm- ) 
manding,. aod, in any atitempfc o£a;Iand* 
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ing, would be capable of throwing a most 
destructive fire. An enemy not choos- 
ing to face this fort, but inclining to 
either flapk of the town of Balize, the 
only possible points of gaining the shore, 
would have to encounter the passage of 
shoals of mud and sand which extend a 
considerable way into the sea, and on 
each side would be received by the guns 
of several batteries most judiciously 
placed, and which must inevitably ex- 
pose him to the most annoying of all op- 
position, a cross-fire, independent of 
what, in addition to this, he might ex- 
pect to be treated with fi-om the shore, a 
well-directed discharge fi-om light field- 
pieces and musquetry. 

The whole of the slaves of Honduras 
are permitted to use arnds, and po^ibly 
a more expert body of marksmen could 
not be found. To. many this would ap-' 
pear, an impolitic and questionable kind 
of indulgence; but let it be borne in 
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View, that the expectation of fidelity aad 
attachment may be best founded on the 
consistent exercise of humanity and for- 
bearance, and much of every inconveni- 
ent result will be at once diminished 
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^ CHAP. V. , 

TJie pursuits of the Settlers of Hondvrc(s lead 
to dtstanty and widely different directions. 
Christmas the season of general festivity. The 
slaves particularly happy at this period. 
Water^sports. The Dory and Pit^pan loats^ 
. peculiar to the Settlement, described. Shooting 
andJUhing parties. 

On^ of the most frequent, and cer- 
tainly not least founded, complaints, that 
has been advanced against establishments 
in remote countries, is the entire want of 
neighbourhood and society connected 
with them; an inconvenience that can 
scarcely be compensated for by the pos- 
session of every other advantage^ and one 
that has often shaken the resolution of 
the hardiest adventurer. Thus it hap- 
pens in the country of which we speak : 
for labour, and that with a small share of 
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occasional relaxation, almost exclusively 
occupies the attention of whites and 
blacks ) and, engaged in pursuits that 
lead to distant apd in widely different di^ 
rections, it seldom happens, perhaps not 
more than once in many months, that the 
inhabitants of it have any kind^of inter^' 
course with eacb other, or for the saaM 
interval with their homes or £similie84 
The setting out on a niahogany-cutdag , 
expedition res^nbles in some degree that . 
of departing on a long voyage, the prqfia* 
rations for both being h^irly similar; and 
the dreary time that must be passed in the 
woods in this employment, may not un« 
aptly be compared to what is felt by mBny 
in a long confinement on sbipboardr' 

Christmas, however, is the season that 
in this country usually brings all ranka 
together — the bend and the free; an<) 
the hilarity which prevails amongst the 
former order cannot possibly be mon 
largely partaken of by any beings in thm 
f2 
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world. The young, the old, even th^ 
maimed and the decrepit, all unite in 
contributing to render this period joy- 
ous and happy ; it may be added, and 
noisy! 

The morning of Christmas-day is in- 
variably ushered in by the discharging of 
amall-anns in every direction, every thing 
BOW from established custom being free 
and unrestrained ; and the mas^ter's house 
(where the festivity commences), and 
whatever it contains, is now open to all. 
The members of the several African 
tribes, again met together after a long 
separation, now form themselves into 
different groups, and nothing can more 
forcibly denote their respective casts of 
national .character than their music, 
songs, and dances. The convulsed ra- 
pid movements of some, and the affect- 
edly reluctant steps of others, appear in- 
conceivably ludicrous j whilst the occa- 
sional bursts of loud chorus, with which 
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all are animated, contribute greatly to 
heighten the singalarity of the enters 
tainment% 

The endurance of the negroes during 
the period of their holidays, which usually 
last a week, is incredible. Few of them 
are known to take any portion of rest for 
the whole time ; and for the same space 
they seldom know an interval of sobriety. 
It is the single season of relaxation grant- 
ed to their condition ; that it should be 
partaken of immoderately may therefore 
appear not altogether so extraordinary. 

At this season water-sports are also 
common, knd Dory-racing aflRnrds a very 
general amusement ; ami on these occa^ 
sions large sums are freely betted both by 
owners and slaves. This species of diver* 
tidn has no small share of utility attached 
to it, as it contributes to render the latttt^ 
highly expert in a kind of exercisie that m 
inseparably connected with the labour iOr 
which they are principally engaged. .: 
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The Dori/h usually formed of maho^ 
^ny or cedar, generally from a solid 
piece J its length is from 25 to 50 feet j 
and so buoyant abd isafe is this sort of 
Tessel found, that persons accuistomed to 
tfaae maiu^fement of it ofteft fearlessly 
ventiDre out to siea in it, and in weilther 
i^hen ft nug]|t be ubsafe to tritst to yes*> 
sds of m^itch larger kitid. It is worlced 
with paddles instead of obrs, and the 
&8test and best rmain^d rowing boats 
iiave universally fmled in a competition 
with it wd the negro paddlers of Hon-» 
dikras; 

The Pa^ptun is «mothtiiir "wtktx vehiclo 
wuch used in tUb countiy, and fbr c^^ 
Tity 18 preftjnrfed to the former ; but this 
<amohlybe emj^yed in smooth waters 
It is jfijrmed of the same materials, the 
l^pe alone coxistituting the difference'^ 
«he Pitman being flat-bottomed, the 
4£>^ round. Mudi tasrte 16 displayed by 
idl oideiis in fltting out both these con* 
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ireyttnMS ; and as they aflbrd Ae 4>Dly 
0|>p(»tu2iities of travdling in this oouii^ 
try^ every expedient is resorted to, to 
render them pleasant and commodious*. 
Vlieyare commonly Aimished widica^ 
]|)aciott8 awnings, hung round "with eur« 
tains to defend the passenger frota ^ktt 
sun by day and the dews of night j pre* 
ouitions that are extremely necessary; 
&r in journeying to the distant mahogany 
works^ an lEibode for some time must fire« 
qu0ntly be taken up in them, and whea 
any tkposure in an unhealthy climate 
fl^hc be aiteftded yiriA evil conse^ 
^pMmce^ 

It is probable that little alteration has 
taken place in the form and constnictron 
of these vessels since the time that Bar- 
tholomew Columbus (on the authority 
of Herrera ; and as related by B. Ed- 
wards, Hist. West Indies, vol. i. 8vo. p. 
103) met one of them in passing through 
the gulf of Honduras. It was eight ftet 
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in breadth, and in length equftl to • 
Spanish galley. Over the middle was an 
awning, composed of piats and palm-tree 
leaves i underneath which were di^osed 
the women and children, secured hqth, 
from rain and the spray of the sea : it 
was laden witl^ conunodities from Ju- 
catan. 

Numerous pwties of the settlers alsd 
now avail themselves of this period of 
leisure, to make excursions to the woods, 
or out amongst the sea islands or keys^ 
to enjoy the amusements of fowling and, 
fishing. On these occasions an i^mple^ 
stock of wines, liquors, &c. is laid in y anc) 
the gun and net seldom fail to procure an 
abundant supply of whatever else is re- 
quisite. Wherever the most sport pro- 
mises to be found, a temporary encamp- 
ment is speedily formed ; and the hours 
not occupied in the pursuit of game are 
^ways passed with great hilarity. 

In a sphere so contracted^ sa removed ^ 
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from the world and its afikirs^ or*— as the 
phraseology of fashion would determine 
—so out of it altogether, it will not be 
expected, that what forms a considerable, 
and to many the most desirable portion 
of the labour of a modem narrator— *•. 
display of attractive incidents — ^peculiar 
traits of character, manners, &c. &c«> 
could be found. It is but from the widbr 
circles of human action that such mate* 
rials can be drawn \ and m the present 
instance it is felt, that, with the utmost 
assistance of fancy, no ordinary auxiliary 
in such efibrts, the deficiency could bv 
but imperfectly suppIied*^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

c 

Sstdjects tonneeied ivith ike Naturei History of 
^ Honduras. Extraordinary advantages thai, 
nUgkt attend many pursuits annexed to ctdtiva- 
tion again insisted on. Trees and plants j their 
great variety : the uses of several species de^ 
scribed. 

aN early attentioii has been directed 
. towards the probaWe de^»ee of success 
tliat might attend the culture of most ci 
4ie vegetable productions peculiar to tro- 
pical situations m the settlement of 
Honduras. An outline or general de- 
scription of those which at present are 
most familiarly known in it having like- 
wise been given, a farther enumeration of 
them cannot be necessary. But previous 
to concluding this part of the subject, 
it may be remarked, that this prospect 
of advantage is very materially encou- 
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Mged by thfc adaio\dedged superiority 
of the climate and soil of this part of the 
fconrtinefit, attdfrom the circumstanee of 
fts being happily removed from the cUs« 
fcouraging inconvenience of the frequent 
tod continued droughti^ so fittal to every 
agricultural attempt in many other partii 
of it, and from which the greater num- 
ber <rfthe West India islands are seldom 
exempt. 

It will, tiierefore, only remain for hu- 
mm industry, i£ no intervention shdl 
4Mffer to file exercise of it, to Improve 
the benefits thus conferred by the indul- 
gence of nature ; for beside her almost 
(Spontaneous gifts, little has hifhertd 
been sought in this quarter of the 
^orld. 

Leaving this branch bf the natiiraf 
history rf ihe courrtry, we now proceed 
to another,*which it is prdsrimed may be 
SeiSi known, though certainly, froni the' 
many vrfoable advantages annexed to it. 
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that can scarcely be deemed less iw^ot-^ 
tant. ; 

Independent of the mahogany and 
logwood treea^f^the value of which hat 
been previously pointed out, there is a 
^eat variety of other kinds, the growth 
of Honduras, fitted in as many ways for 
the most useful purposes, but more par* 
ticularly for those of a maritime nature. 
Of this class may be named, as being 
entitled to particular distinction, the 
thiee species of the Mangrove, r«)d, 
white, and black: that of the Ibrmei; 
colour is greatly preferred for the firm- 
ness of its texture and its extraordinary 
durability: the bark it furnishes hag 
been thought little in^or to that o£ 
the oak, when applied^ £o the purpose^ 
i^ tanning leather. This isnecies o^ the 
Mangrove usUally grows on the borders^ 
of the sea, or on the edges of the riversi 
and creeks contiguous! to it : the second^ 
and last kinds are &und more ixUmd^ 
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^ The Santa Maria^ Sapodilla, and Seav 
grape trees, are all found extremely iMie- 
fill i the last particularly so, from the na- 
fiuri^y formed knees and timbers it sup^ 
plies £ir, small vessels. Cedar is alsd 
found plentiful, and large, and is usually 
applied to similar purposes. 

The Palmqtto, <^ two kinds, die royal 
and the humble,* is abundant on the 
different i^ands or keys. The frst is ii 
tree of considerable size, and found re« 
markably serviceable in the constructioo 
of wfiarves,. or when put to^ any use 
where a co]M4Q^ed resiskmce to watet 
may be needed. The last- is uadTul in 
buildings and furnishes a durable thatch 
jGrom its leaver* , 
- Parallel with thp di^rent rivew, in alu 
most every direction, are found extensive 
Pine ridge?, tracts of land abounding witJa 
Pine trees. The timbers which these"^ 

' ♦So distinguiahcd by Brownei Nat, Hist. W 
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ftiitiiih eaii scarcefy be exceeded in size^ 
ffiii we very generally cotisidered, for 
every necessary pfurpose, greilly supelrioi^ 
to what can be imported of the samfe kind 
from *he United- States. But the cause 
ynhidk haiis been before assigned, the high 
value of labour in this country, has occa- 
jUicmed the settlers, in most instaviees, 
mtlier to prefer purcha^ng such materialu 
from the Americ^ttis dian have re<H)urse 
to those beif^ethem of domestic growth. 
Of the jrine the kinds ^re various. 
' For a i^ariety of purposes^ the Ballet 
tree) Ii^-wood tree, Calabiash tt^^, and 
Button-wood ti^e; all are much admired; 
On tiie Bides %)( most of the rivers the 
Willow is common; so likewise is st 
fl^des <if the Bamboo* 

TheMo^ioe, M Althasa, is ^m found 
at soise distance up Hie several rivers^ 
Hre body of thili tree is ^snally converted 
into rafts to float the logwood down to 
the sea. The bark of it i» wovra int0 
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fOpdS) Vfhich are feund ^heUttle inftmr 
to thi^e made from hemp f<^ stiiefigth 
and durability. 

The tree which exudes the resinous, 
Aibstanee caUed tJaoutchouc^ or elastic 
gom^ from which the well known material 
of Indian rubber h made, is abundantly^ 
found m nlost places. The name whichr 
diis tree beims in Honduras could not be 
leBJtnedi Siphonia ekstica is that by* 
which it is ftmiUar to naturalists. The 
LocasPt tree^ which i^cnrds another valn^ 
able gum^ is likewise common. 

It would be ittipossible to contaid for* 
the accuracy of the nomenclature, which, 
when treating of the natural productions 
of remote countries, can only in man/ 
instances be resorteid to. And as an 
in&iite variety <^ subjects, connected 
both with the v^etaHe and animal king* 
doms^ may have escaped enumeration in 
the catalogues of the scientific, sucb^ 
nameS) theirfore, mwt be <jontintted to 
3 
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theiHy as may have been suggested hy 
their respective uses^ or which local cir-^ 
cumstances may have pointed out. 

Of the tjrees which fhmish dye woods, 
the most plentifU and easily obtained are 
those of the Logwood and Fustic. Some 
o&er kinds adapted to the like uses are 
occasionally found, but not in such quan* 
tities as to render the discovery of theittt: 
of much importance. A species of that 
which bears the name of Braisiletto is* 
sometimes met with on the islands con- 
tiguous to the coast, and {ormA an artide 
<rf export. The Pterocarpus Draco, 
which yields the valuable commodity ot 
Dragon's blood, is a native of the interior 
country. 

Of a class different from theforegoing^ 
Ae first place may vexy properly be as- 
signed to the CocoapUttt tree, from the 
well known variety of uses to which it 
may be applied. This^ is the common* 
iahahitaBt of ahnoBt every dituatioik 
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within the tropics ; apd in this country, 
both on the continent and differe»t 
islnndsy is most abundant. 
. The Cabbage^tree, the Areca oloraces 
of Linnaeus, and Pahna of Browne, the 
beatity of which has been before slightly 
noticed, is justly entitled to more parti«* 
cular remark. It may be considered, as 
the latter has denominated it, the queea 
of the woods. In hdght it frequently 
rises to upwards pf a hundred feet, 
entirely erect, and tapering with exqui^ 
rite proportion to its summit The trunk 
is without brandbes w leaves until witlttii 
itk few feet of the top ; and the oMrage^ 
or substance from which it has derived 
its £uniliar appellation, is also found 
iie^r the tpp, enclosed withiil a thin^ 
green, spongy bark. In trees that have 
acquired full growth, the cabbage is 
large, in form not unlike the thick part 
of the tusk of the elephant, perfectly 
white, and in long thin convolute flakes 
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When boiled) it is exceedingly pl&MM 
to the taste) closely resembling that of 
the artichoke; 4md in its natural state ani- 
mab oFmost kinds eat of it with avidity. 
It likewise fomis a v^ agreeable pickle, 
in whicb way it is often used.. The 
young 3(^3Coa^ut tree also cohtaim a si- 
milar kind of substance within its trunk, 
equ^y good wiA the^ove $ Imt in thu 
i$ k £>und ne^er the toot. 
• ISie Silk Cotton tree, a species of the 
9<»nbax of Linn«ns, In thii^ country at^ 
9ami^an heigjit nearly equkt to the.lfortner^ 
anift^RrliilM in btMrn^ Is OMuyblf mb df 
^iMMt sqptendii fspduetions df natorfe.^ 
jAt such seasoii it is: entirely crowned 
imth a (proii^noit <^ brilliant ^wers of 
xicb and variegAfted hues, of which the 

; * This h not flilogetber assentdd to l^y ft-pwof^ 
Nfijit.. Hist. Jginaica, Fol. 277* But tbe apecies of 
which he speaks^ as being common to the East and 
West Indies^ may perhaps difi^er from that whic^i 
k found on the American ^sooAnetit 



Digitized 



by Google 



or HORmmia. 115 

colour of the csniation it the mott pre^ 
dominant. This bloom m suddenly mo* 
ceeded hj a multitude of small podi 
which contain the cotton, and that burst 
vidien sufficiently lipe. The crop of cotton 
it affords is said to be triennial.* The 
trunk of this ixee i^ much used in ihe 
building t£ canoes atad small Tessebw^ 

For purpose of a medkinai nittuffe^ the 
variety of trees and shrubs peculiar to this 
country is astonishingly great Indegexi^ 
dent of which, many others have become 
£miiliar to it £om cultivation. Of tthe 
ftrmcTi the Jatropfaa^ or Fhj^ Mit^ 
dmoM parttcidar notice* It is the pni^ 
petty of this mit to act upcm the Imumm 
system ^tber in tiie way of emetic or ca* 
thsH^tic; or if it be required^ powerfldly 
•6 both ; eflfects which depend on the' 
mode of its preparation, and which in 
idl wi^8 is intunately understood fay tho 
• Nttuna Hist, of Gutaba, Oct. 66. 
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inhabitants. It is very generally eonsi* 
dered one of the most efficacious antidotes 
to bile, and consequently mustbe deemed 
singularly valuable in a climate where 
the disposition to such habit is so pre* 
Valent. 

The Palma Christi, from which the 
castor oil ts obtained, grows abundantly. 

The plant which bears the name of the 
Vegetable Musk, or, as it is commonly 
called. Snake Okro, is also plentiful. The 
seeds of this contain an highly aromatic 
oil } and whicH when bruised and taken 
jaitentally, ve* believed to be ah in&lUUd 
remedy for the bite of the most venomous 
make. An application to the wounded 
part, in the way of poultice, of the same 
kind, , is likewise recommended. The 
Eryngo, also, a native of Honduras, ii 
mudi resorted to for the like purpose. ' 
. The Dolichos pruriens, or Cowhage, if 
XM>nunon. Its generally established qua* 
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lifcjr as a powerful vermilfuge is weU 
known, and occasions it to be much used 
in this country. 

The Contrayerva, a species ot the 
Dorstenia of Linnaaus, is found in almost 
every spot. A preparation from the root 
of this is known to produce abortion, and 
is much used for such purpose by negro 
&males. This practice is extremely com- 
mon with these people, and has its 
avowed professors. 

The Digitalis, or Foxglove, is a native 
of the high lands. The wqU known ar- 
ticle of Sarsapatilla is plentifully obtained 
to the southward of the English settle- 
ment, and forms a profitable exports 
Four sorts of Ipecacuanha have also been 
enumerated. 

' The Gouani^ or Chaw-stick, is also 
abundant This is the common denti- 
frice of the aborigine, from whom the 
use of it has been learned } and for pre- 
serving the teeth pure and delicately 
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white, this simple application perhaps en^ 
ee&ds all o^ers. With the natives any 
appearance of decay in this respect veify 
rarely occurs. 

It will not be contended^ that thd 
foregoing can be considered other than 
an' imperfect and diminutive catalogue 
of the class of vegetable productions 
of which it attempts to speak. For, 
with the requisite ability to accomplish 
such an undertaking, and which in tha 
present instance is not by any means 
assumed, it would certainly demand 
months, if not years, to investigate with 
any kind of fidelity the profUse variety 
of subjects dispersed over the immense 
forests and plains peculiar to this part of 
the world. There can however be Kttle 
doubt, but that such research would be 
most amply rewarded, by the eltent an4 
vahie of thie discoveries it would b< 
enabled to In&ke* 
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CHAP.VIL 

Km^oI history confrntrnf* Qi9druped$. 

JVL ANY of the animals found at Hon* 
duras are such as are common to the con* 
tinent of America generally. A very 
considerable variety, however, will be 
recogni^d as the inhabitanta of the 
warmer latitudes of it only. 

It is believed that few, if any, of th« 
domestic kind of quadrupeds which are 
&miliarly known in Europe; can be 
tr^^ed as the natives of this quarter of 
the world. Bat the supposition rathe? 
ii^ that Uie greater number of thi^ de- 
ftcriptipn have become naturalized to it^^ 
frop) having been intr<^uced by the early 
European, setder^ 

Jt wotild be entitely i)reign t» the end 
ist "n^ le pNlkUltt»cr the numl^ m4 
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quality of animals of the above class, it 
having been already remarked, that they 
are chiefly such aft are common to most 
parts of the earth. But certainly, it may 
be repeated, in no part of it, if the least 
care or attention be extended towards 
them, can every species thrive better, or 
more abundantly multiply. Within the 
Spanish territory in particular. Nature 
Jias supplied a rich and almost boundless 
pasturage, and where the number <rf cat- 
tle and horses raised is prodigious. Many 
of the latter, so little are they regarded, 
return to a state of wildness, and asso- 
ciate in immense droves, from which it 
frequently becomes a task of much diffi- 
culty and danger to reclaim them. 

0£ the less familiar or unreclaimed 
kinds, which inhabit this country, we may 
begin by naming two kinds of Tiger, the 
Felis Onca, or Brasilian ; and the Disco* 
ior, or Black. The former species is ex- 
ti^tx^ely numerous, and often coaunits ikt 
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MMt op6n and daring outraged on the 
^plantations of the settlers^ Sheep, goati^ 
andhogs, are the particular objects of 
Its depredation. Rqiorts are also givai 
tiiat it has sometimes attacked man» but 
it is considered that such are unfounded^ 
for it fortunately happens, that tl^ other^ 
wise established reputation for courage 
In this animal is usually found deficient 
in this respect The Hack Tiger, which 
is deemed much the fiercest, is but rardy 
i£uKHivered« The Felis Pardalis, or Mex- 
ican cat, is likewise common, and proves 
very destructive to the smaller kinds of 
itook, such as poultry, &(^. 

The Deer, and a species o£ Gazelle^ 
or A&telope, are both abundant The 
former of the small fallow kind,and which 
inhabits most parts of the American co» 
tinent, and the islands contiguous to it 
The meat this animal affords is always 
ifound extremely poor, ifduch may most 
protetblybe attributed to &e very ha^ 
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massed life so timid and inofi^uve a crea« 
ttire is forced to undergo* In the im- 
mense fOTests of this countey it is sur- 
romided by enemies, of which the tiger 
is the most frequent, and not the least 
inveterate. Nor is it by any means secure 
4rom tlie hostility of the inhabitant of 
another element, the alligator ; a moa- 
^ter which infests every watery spot, and 
--whose stratagems are often successfully 
<jmployed in surprising animals of larger 
and swifter kind than itself The Gazelle 
•is a most Jbeautiful little ereatune, and has 
-been considered die Dorcas, or Barbarian 
Antelope, of Linnasus. If is about half 
ihe size of the deer. 

The existence of the Antelope wiH 
perhaps, in this instance, be received 
with questionable accuracy, as it appears 
in contradiction to the established c^i- 
jiions of some of the most. able and dis- 
tinguished naturalists. Mr. Pennant, in 
l^artlcqlar, has -deterimned, tliat not a 
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^ngle species of it has been discovcured 
4n any part of the new world. If the 
tanimal in question, however, and which 
an this country is not known by any 
other ' name, be > not a member of thia 
tribe, it might he d^ult to point out 
to what other class it.iAould properly be* 
long« The resemblance, as fiur. as de- 
scription ^can be relied on, » in every 
xespect essentiaUy the. same. . . 

The Peccary, and the Warree, are am- 
tnals of the hog kind. The formeris ithe 
Sus Tajassu of Linnaeus ; or the Tajassu 
>of other naturalists. On the back of this 
4uiimal is placed a glandulous orifice, 
which has furnished a very common be- 
lief that in this part of it the navel is 
isituated. The flesh of the Peccary, is 
considered particularly good either fresh 
or salted ; but on killing it, if the glands 
-just mentioned be not instantly removed, 
the whole earcc^e becomes tainted with 
jthe most noxious and fetid odour. The 
G 2 
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latter animal has not been so particular^ 
(dttciibed. It has been (^nominated the 
hog of the istlimiM of I>Eurien i and. wm 
optnkm has been suggested, tiiat it may 
oidy be the EtiFopean hqg run wild. 
Both the Peccary and the Warree u^ally 
go in large bodies ; and at such times it 
IS not ccmsidered at all safe to wotind or 
|dll any of the party, by fidng on them, 
unless a retreat or place of security be 
xiigh; for those which remain unhurt 
ccmimonly avenge the injury in the mosrt 
desperate way. The i^proach of these 
animals may be heard in the woods at a 
great distance, by the loud and clamo- 
rcms noise they continually make; and 
file t^ ikmiestic hog^ it is asserted that 
Ihey destroy and eat snakes and reptiles 
<if different kinds. 

Hie Gibeonite, (Cavia Paca) is a miall 
animal greatly resembling, though some- 
«vhat hu^r than, the guinea-pig. It is 
S^ntii^y feund at Honduras, and easily 
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gomesttcftted. The fleifaofit 10 extolled 
M a peculiar delicacy.^ Under tlie same 
bead may be includied the Indian Coneyr 
» Agonti^ which smnetimes has been 
confounded with the former. This ani<* 
mal» in sSze, form, and habit, is very like 
the hare^ It does not run, but leaps } 
and whilst in the act of listening, it rears 
itself on the hind legs exactly in the 
same way. Themeatofkis wholesome^ 
iMt exceedingly dry*. 

C^ the Armadillo, three species are 
very commonly found ( the ihtfiey eight, 
and nine banded. They are all easily 
tamed, and are most inofiensive little 
animal^. But in this state they seldom 
long exist ; a circumstance that is be* 
Jieved to be chiefly owing to the difficulty 
of supplying diem with the kind of food 
to which they kavB been accustomed^ 
and which principi^y consists of the in- 
fie<^ found in the decided toots Of treek 
Jt has been graerali|y afterted that tfaa 
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animal feeds on fruits, &c. ; an opinioii 
that lias been in some degree contra- 
dieted byobservation. The Armadillo 
fbrms another luxury of the table in this 
country. 

The Quash, a species of the Viverraj 
at the head of which is placed the cele* 
brated Ichneumon, is likewise an inha. 
bitant of this part of America; and, like 
that singular animal, is destructive to 
most kinds of vermin. Whenever the 
Quash makes an attack, it rather strikes 
witb its teeth than bites, and always la- 
cerates in a most severe degree. A dog 
of the best breed and courage, once 
wounded by this aniitaal, will seldom 
again face it. 

Two kinds erf the Myrmecophaga, or 
Ant-eater, may also be enumerated ; the 
Didactyla, and the Pentadactyla. These 
animals are easily domesticated ; but are 
slothful and stupid,' usually sleeping 
throughout the day^ and roaming at night 
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The smaller sort of Opossum, Dorsi-; 
gei^a, is^ abundant. The singular way in 
which the females of most of this specie^ 
protect their young from danger, by in- 
dosing them in an abdominal pouch, ii» 
well known. When fr^tened or pur- 
sued, the young ones instinctively .fly to 
this receptacle of the parent, which can 
be closed or opened at will. 

The Racoon is extremely common, 
imd .very destructive to gardens, poultry^ 
&c. The Grey Fox is likewise said to be 
a native of the mountainous parts ; but 
tf it be, it must be rare* 

T^ie small Red Squirrel is exceedingly 
numerous. 

The Hystrix Mexicana, or Mexican 
Porcupine, is frequently taken in out- 
houses, and on the different plantations. 
The flesh of this animal is much com- 
mended by. the negroes, by whom it is 
sought as a peculiar delicacy. 

But of all the animals which may oc^ 
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easionally be discovered in this country^ 
ibe most extraordinary is unquestionably 
44ie Tapir j or as it is here vulgarly, and 
eertaiiily with no great accuracy, nained^ 
the Mountain Cow. This animal k lui 
mhabitant of the thickest and most retired 
voods iii the neighbourhoodof rivers^and 
creeks. It is described as being dbout 
the size of a small cow, and is gregarious* 
It swims, diyes, and is considered to pos-« 
ness the property of walking beneath the 
water. It may frequently be traced on 
the sands by the large, £at, and nearly 
round impression of its feet. ^ As thk 
animal cautiously avoids the day,. 4t is 
but rarely met with. Sometimes, how* 
wer, as the traveller pursues his course 
up the distant rivers, and when but Httle 
noise is made, it is surprised on the banks 
and shot. The meat of the Tapir, con^^ 
irary to what has been pronotpiced of it, 
is in this country con»dered exceedingly 
eoarse and rank. 
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The Monke/ tribe ia numerousy and 
the species yarious : though confined^ it 
is believed^ exdusiyely to the dmes 
wfaidi natunliiM;!! have denominated Sa^ 
pi^ouSy and Sa|;oiQ0. The animals of the 
fintter kind are peeuliarly distinguish* 
tiaie &cm all otiiers by the use tbey make 
of their tafls^ by which they seize and 
hxid cm the branches of trees or any 
otittr substance^ siqpporting the whole 
wei^t of tbek bodiea with surprising te- 
nacity : even when desperately wounded, 
Iksf are sekJoiti ktfoWii t^qmt this grasp 
bKtw^fife^ Kis^vety doubtful whether 
wmf cf the Ape or Baboon^ species can 
1iie:tri&c€idMiikMMUmto Of the American 
Amtraent, tlioi^gb sudi have occammaUy 
lieett' ennxterflited id Ae joumids of tra* 

Tke P^MueMbs^ Hothed Sa{(igeu, tbe 
Audita, Bwwo Safi^ra, and tiie Cayuf* 
dnw^ or Capuchin* Mon&egh^ aie the kinds 
iamb iB^qmiiAj xxm with im thewoodt 

Q5 I 
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of Honduras. The last is very common, 
and is a mild, playful little animal. 

There is one species of monkey alsa 
fbund in this part of the world, which?' 
may perhaps have escaped particular 
notice. In size and form it resembles 
the Apella ; and the female, in which th^ 
characteristic difference appears most 
strongly to exist, is peculiarly denoted, 
by a loose fleshy ajppendant membrane^ 
which frequently occasions its sex to ber 
mistaken*. 

A^monkey of this kind was for. many 
months an inhabitant of the writer's quar^ 
t^s. It v^M the most gentle creatoare 
imaginable, and passionatdy fond of wine 
or spirits of any kind, if highly sweet* 
ened^ When so indulged, it would in* 
variably sip to intoxication, and then be^ 
eome unboundedly sportive smd divert- 
ing; frequently seizing a small ]itten» 
an inmate of the same abode, and.i^rin^ 
ing with it up the rafters with extrmt^ 
1 
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vmty agilit^y but taking care alvtrays ta 
return it unhurt on the floor* In* thia 
y^ytbis singular animal would continue 
until ovei^powered byfatigue, and then^ 
drop on its hands to sleep. Indeed the 
chief characteristic of this spc^cies seema 
to belong to the ludicrous* 

{The persons engaged in mahogany^ 
cuttings whites and blacks, include thej 
numkey, in. the fiiremost delicacies the; 
woodr aflford^ But we i^uld wish toi 
believe, that the singularly affecting cir-'i 
oumstances, often accompimying the de« ^ 
struction of this animal, would in most 
instimces operate as a powerful incentive 
to let it remain undisturbed. It is com- 
monly told,, that when the mother and 
her young are found together, (a very 
usual, thing), and one MLs or is wounded 
by the- hunter's ai^i, that the. other i« 
seldom known to quit its afflicted cojdq-i 
panion, but to cling to it, and bewail 
tiUe disaster with ^piteous cries and; la*- 
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Udeiitatioiis. hi tkiiwajih^bodi be* 
♦oaae prey. 

;^be* Manati^ irhich is imcribed air 
ii(»rtmng the lHHmd«ry bet^men qusuinw 
I ]^s and fishei^' has been previously new 
tieed as an inhabitant oi the i^iaters cmi^ 
tiguotts t€r the shiM'es af Honduras* The 
/male and female oCthis'species of animal^ 
\ are usually fimnd together, and whilst 
sporting on the surfeee of the dilfereot 
lagoons, are ftequ«idy desteoyed by tibe 
/ harpoon )or dart, in. the useof whidi the 
sbves of the Settlement, and the Indkms^ 
of the neigMiotiring Mosquito^ nati<m^ 
are wonderfiiHy dexter ous^ The extraor- 
dinary size c^ this sin^lap producticnr 
has likewise been remarked. Thciesli* 
of it is particulariy admired, and thougbtr 
equal to the finest vea!. The tail, which 
forms the most valuable part o£ the Ma* 
fiati, after having bud some days in a 
pickle prepjued foir it witb spices, &c« 
and eaten cold/ h a discovery of whicA 
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ApioHB 0^1^ have beea pmid, 
wfaidi tbe discriaiinaring palate ef He» 
Koigfafaakia woald have thmigfat juadf en* 
t^ed to die most dirtingniahed rewacd;^ 

TVidi the above obaervmthni» an opk- 
Bion cannot but suggest: itsd^ that cu^ 
riosity equally witb necessity^ must in a 
great variety of instances have actuated' 
man in the attempt of converting mai^F 
productions, animal and v^etable^ into« 
the means of his gratification or support* 
But surely it could only have been the 
latter, and that of the most peremptory 
lind; which first placed on^the table some 
l^ngs now dassed among its cHoicestde^ 
Bcacies^— we need^only name the turtle, . 
guana, &c« &c« 

To place this somewhat beyond' con- 
tradiction^ tlie fi^wi]^^ as nearly as cam 
be recdUected^ is ^^ substance of a l^ 
gf £ure of an entertainment given seve? 
ral years ago by the officers of a detadifi- 
ment of tbe ad Bc^piDcait (Bu£&) at their 
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statio^i onithe Mosquito shore; Andtal'- 
l&ough the original^ &r it appeared, in 
print in some of the journals about the 
same time, cannbt now be reached, yet 
the singularity and variety of the dishes 
need not be questioned. ^ 



Eercula 


nunc audi nuUit oroata maoellis. 






lur. Sat. lu. 




BILL OF FAR£». 






CALIPASH:. 




MANATI 

soused.'. 


G^ANA<^ 

Jricaseed. . 


WARRSl. 

steaks.:' 


f 


^ MONKEY 
bar^acuedr 




ARMADILLO. 


TURTLE-SOUP 

ANTELOPE 
roasted.. 


PARROT* 

pie.. 


PBCCART ' 

smoked*. 


IKDfAN.RABBIT 

boiled. . 
CALIPEE., 


• -HICCATRE 

J stcmd.. 
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The JJ^remef ^^for the above mightpos-- 
libly be but the^r^f cow we— the substau.^ 
tiab of the feast, must have been quite ar 
fare, and equally strange to an home-bred 
palate; Yet without their aid there must 
haverbeen enough to appeasethe cravingji 
of the most capricious gourmand. With 
the exception of three dishes of civic cea- 
lebrit^r, the skill c^ the most finished 
adept m the culinary art can scarcely 
have gone so &r. 

Nee fiibi cceaamai qiiivis temereanoge^nrtenb 
Noapiius exacta tCDui raUope lagprfm.. , 
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UTaiural HisUfjf oontimud* Skds^ 

Of the several produetioBft ia Muinftted 
nature coimected with tropica] cotmtrietf 
few ha^e more pawerfUUy awak^ied tbi 
adimratioii of the wUairaltHl tfaiaii the^ 
number and splendid variety of tihwxr 
feathered inhabitants. It will not, 
howewer^ be contended, tfant any cffttie 
birds of the new world j at least such 
as are known in that part of it to which^ 
diese sketches are confined, are entitled' 
to claim a competition with those of 
the old> in the agreeable powers of^har- 
mony and song. Surrendering therefore 
such pretension, the former must remain 
content to place their claim for distinction ^ 
on another qualification — ^the gaiety of 
their attire } and in which, with few ex-^ 
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cflptioii8» they may equally defy all 
. rivalry. 

Indeed, in fiome inatancea, it ^raold al^ 
moftt seem, and such may be the influoice 
of climate^ that in individuals of the 
same species an additional lustre had 
been acquired firmn the accidental differ* 
ence of the degrees of latitude under 
which they had become placed. Urns it 
certainly happens with the Turkey, wUch 
is a native of most parts of Amerieat 
that in the colder region of Canada i^ 
greatly extoUed fir the farilliaDcy of its 
plumage; but that iamcaresoudierlywid 
hot situations, is adnatted* fay all mha 
have beheld^ to be the most superb pro« 
duction of nature. The splendid garb 
of the peacock, even that of TUbet, 
which is said to surpass tho whole of the 
feathered creation, cannot perhiqpa great- 
ly exceed the beauty of idits. 

In this part of the contmeiit, the Tur- 
key is usualty discovered in the thk^post 
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and most sequestered recesseai of the 
woods. It can rarely be taken alive, and 
when so taken has seldom been known to 
exist any time. . In the northerp parts of 
America it . is gregarious ; but . in the 
neighbourhood of Honduras, it i$ not 
often seen in the company of morei than 
one associate. The e^s of this bird have 
frequently been taken frpm the neflt, and 
placed under the domestic hen of the same 
species, and hatched ; but the young 
ones produced in this way seldom live, 
and if not closely confined, invariabl}r 
disappear, in quest, as it is supposed} oi^ 
more congenial haunts. 

The bird next in size to the* Turkey itt 
this country, and whose habits are nearly 
simiki, is the Curiussow -^ & speeies of the 
Crax, of the order GaUinae, of Linnaeus. 
T3us also is remarkably beautiful, and in 
one respeet. differs very materially from 
the g^oeraliy established order of nature, 
thi^male being found much inferior in 
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size and plumage to the female. The 
former is nearly black, having only a few- 
downy white feathers on the lower part of 
its belly. The latter is of a deep rich 
chocolate colour, with variegated spots 
of white and black on its neck and pi- 
nions. The shape of both is delicately 
proportioned; wad the cre9t which is 
placed on the head in a longitudinal form» 
and which is erected when their attention 
is excited, gives to both a stately and ma- 
jestic appearance. These birds soon be- 
come perfectly domesticated, going about 
and feeding famfliarly with poultry, &c. 
They are extremdy impatient of cold^ 
whidi renders their removal to other 
countries to be seldom attended with 
success. 

Of the same order may likewise be 
included the Penelope Cristata, or Quam, 
as it is named in this part of the world; 
In appearance this bird has little to re^ 
copimend it, but it is eagerly sought on 
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account of die ddicacy dfits Hesh, whkb 
is thought equal to tihat of the pheasMrt^ 
The Coquerkotf auoth^ inhabitant oC 
the woods, ii much admired in the same 
way. 

The Partridge, with the exceptimi of 
one ^ecies, the Tetrao Naevius, or Mex^ 
ican P^ttridge, has not, it is believed, 
been discovered to inhabit any part of^ 
America. The single bird c^ the Idad 
just ment»>ned, however, is quite com* 
mon in the ndghboorhood of Honduras |. 
and m size, form, and the colour and^is^ 
posal oiiU feathers, very closely nesem* 
Ues the Guinea-hen. The Q^ail at par*^ 
ticular seasons is plentilidly found in tha 
pine-land3, aiid affi>rd0 cQUsidefaUe- 
amusement to the sportsman. 
. The Dove is common.; and several 
kinds of the Wood^pigeon are ako abund«- 
^t. There is one species o£ the latttt 
in particular, which is p^haps the Leus- 
coce^ala,^Qr WhitB-growaecl l^gieoa <^ 
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XwnceoSy that ts migratorj from the 
tnauntainous parts of the contineiit to 
It small island or key about twenty miles 
iKstaat from the settlement of BaHze in a 
sorth-east Erection. This i^t^ in con- 
sequence of the annual resort of these 
Inrds during the months of July and 
August^ has obtained the name of Pigeon- 
key. And the principal motives for this 
^sit would in all likelihood be found in 
the avoidance <^ some enemy, and for 
the purpose of rearing their young in se^ 
curity, for as soon as the latter object is 
accomplished tfaey entirely disappear. 
But the parent does not find even this re* 
treat free from peril, for during the latter 
part of the season^ and when the objects 
of it&care have acquired some size, nu- 
merous parties, chiefly of young negroes, 
repair to this haunt,, and bring off vast 
numbers, which are afterwards retailed 
by the score. The nests being formed on 
tile limbs and brancbesc^ihe lowest trees. 
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the young Pigeons are consequently obp 
tained with the least possible difficulty; 
and the old ones afford no inconsiderable 
attraction to the marksman, ^^r, thus dis« 
turbed, they present themselves to his aim 
in every direction, and much faster than 
his. gun can be prepared for them. The 
pld birds have a peculiarly disagreeable 
Jbitter taste, but the young ones are ex- 
tremely rich and well flavoured, md on 
Jbeing first taken are deemed very choice 
food. 

Of the Crane species, the Platalea 
Ajaja, or Spoonbill, is the most common. 
jThe plumage of this bird may be consi- 
dered handsome, being chiefly of a bright 
scarlet colour, but in every other re- 
spect it is. singularly ugly and deformed. 
With the above may be included several 
members of the numerous tribe of the 
Heron, and which are more fiimiliarly 
Jcnown by the names of the ^grey, Wuei, 
and white <jrau^ding, &c, Manj kinds 
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«f the Plover, and of the Curlew, are abo 
T^ularly periodical vmtants. 
' During the season of the rains, the 
Snipe abcmfids in the swaiiipaf and mawhes. 
At the same period the different rivers and 
lakes are like\$^ise plentiftiUy stocked with 
wild Ducks, Teal, &c. The Muscovy 
Duck is very frequently shot in' the 
neighbourhood of Balize. 

' Two species of the Maccaw, the Psit- 
tacus Macao, and the P. Aracango, the 
red and blue, and the red and yellow, are 
natives: of the woods to the south wald of 
Balize ; in which direction an almost in- 
finite variety of the Parrot kind can also 
be found. The greater part of the latter 
are quickly don^sticated, and if taken 
young are as suddenly taught to talk 
fluently^ The kinds which are most es- 
teemed for thdr aptness in this respect 
are the yellbw, and thebluerheaded. The 
former of. which is extremely numerous 
kk the country of the 'M6squi£o ladtaAs, 
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mnd on the contJ^ow laiand of Rtiilta» 
The confused clamorous noise of th^^ 
birds may be heard fix>m the last place 
«ome miles before the Aort is gained 
The smaller sorts, or Parakeets, are 
BquaQy abundant, and many of them are 
tixtremely pretty* 

The Toucan^ or Bill«bird as it is des^ 
nominated in this country, is very t(m^ 
mon. Its plumage is prettily mriegated ; 
but it is remarkaUy singular for At 
length and breadth of its bill, which is 
nearly equal to the bignesd of its body» 
and this is about the size of that of the 
jack-daw. 

A species of the Oriole, which in Horn 
duras has obtained the naine of the fia» 
nana4iird, perhaps from its resorting to 
the fruit of the Banana tree fi>r its &od| 
is greatly admired for the beauty of iU 
dresSy whkh finrma an elegant intermix^ 
tare of the most gay and vivid cdoors. 
This Wrd is Qtde larger than the £ur»» 
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pean goldfiiicli. But the most mgubr 
indiWdual of this kindy Istlie O. DotninU 
cefisis, or St Domingo Oriole of Liaii 
naeusy which is $ko an inhalntant of thii 
oosntiy, and is somewhat larger than 
the former. Immense numbers of flM 
i|>ecies resort to the nei|^bourtiood of 
tiie rhref Sibun^ where they form their 
pendent nests at the extreme end of the 
branehes of the tallest trees^ and gene^ 
rrily overhanging the water. Frequratly 
upwards of an hundred oi these habitu^ 
tions may be found on a single tree, and 
the busy and clamorous solicitude of the 
old ones in attendance on thdr young 
cannot but be particularly interesting td 
the spectatOT. 

The Rice-bird, the Emberiza Ory2»^ 
vera of Linnaeus, or as it is frequently 
termed,from its peculiar richness an^ de« 
licacy, the Am^icdn Ortc^m (a distin<v 
tion that an ^icurean palate must con« 
ftss to be not mideserredly bestowed <m 
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it); is also migratory, atid is usually found 
in this country on pkntatiofts wherie the 
grain is, cultivated from whicti it has de- 
rived its £iiniliar appellation/ 
J The whole of this extensive coast, and 
the numerous islands and kieys annexed to 
it, abound with an infinite variety of the 
aquatic species, which are chiefly such as 
arfe usudly found within the trebles. Of 
which, ' however, the Pelican and the 
Cormorant ma.y be viewed as being the 
most predominant* The peculiar trans- 
parency of the sea in most seasons in 
this quarter of the world, the multitude 
and extraordinary variety of its inhabi- 
tants, and the great depths ^t which these 
may be clearly discerned, are powerful 
inducements to attempt the resort of such 
voracious neighbours. 

Myriads of Swallows are also the oc- 
casional inhabitants of Honduras. The 
time of their residence is generally con- 
fined to the period of the rains, after 
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Tirhich they totally disappear. There is 
something remarkably curious and deserv- 
ing of notice in the ascent of these birds* 
As soon as the dawn appears, they in a 
body quit their place of rest, which is 
usually chosen amidst the rushes of some 
watery savannah, and invMiably rise to a 
certain height in a compiact spiral form^ 
and which at a distance often occasions 
them to be taken for an immense column 
of smoke. This attained, they dre then 
seen separately to diisperse in search of 
food, the occupation of their day. To 
those who may have had the opportunity 
of observing the phenomenon of a water- 
spout, the similarity of evolution in the 
accent of these birds will be thought sur- 
prisingly striking. The descent, whicb 
regularly takes place at sun-set, is cod* 
ducted much in the same way, but with 
inconceivable rapidity. And the nm^e 
which accompanies it can only be com- 
pared to the falling of an immense tor- 
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irent^^r the itmhing of a violmt'gwtt of 
mad. Indeed, to an obBorver kseeoBOB 
wonderiid tliat thousands of Aete birds 
4ire not destroyed in being thus pnqpdied 
to ^ earth widi vcidi irrenstible force* 
The Humiraig-lHvd, in the greater 
ftttinber of its ^lendid varieties, can per^ 
hdps be found in this cmoftty^ The 
Wis^j one of the most misiate and beai^ 
l^d of dxis elegant tribe, is quite coni'^ 
fium. The lungidar ferocity of this little 
cteature is astonishing. Disappointed of 
tts repast, the honey of a flower, it has 
been frequently oberved to tear and scat^ 
ter the leaves in 1^ most passionate way. 
And in the contests it holds with its own 
species £3^ the possession of some favo^ 
f^ blossom, it often happens that the 
death of one of the daimants abne grants 
tibe other an undisturbed enjoyment of 
tbe prize. 
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« 

CHAP. IX. 

Xatvnd Hhi^ concluded. Fishes. Beptiles. 

Of the Fishes which iobahit the seas 

and rivers of Honduras, perhaps the fol* 

lowing catalogue may aflford the most 

distinct aiKi comprehensive view. Some 

kinds of them wiU be recognized, as be* 

ing likewise £uniliar to many parts of 

Europe, but the greater numba: will be 

fiMind cmnmon to the coast of America 

generally, and to the West India islands* 

Rock-fish Stone-bass 

Hog-fish Sword-fish 

Jew-fish Gar-fish 

Kiiog-fisb Farrot^fisb* 

Baracouta Cavallee 

» Thift fiih H the Conr^naa Ptittrau «f Lioarut« 
and is certmlf one itf tbe mgst bwimifol of t;b« 
wastry tribeu Tb© iwripUoa vf Mt w gpitp ^ 
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Grooper Snook 

Drummer Sting-ray 

Piper Hke 

Tropon Old-wife 

Mudfish Flounder 

Snapper (red) Eel 

Ditto (black) Porgee 

Mullet Grunt 

Ditto (Mountain*) Cat-fish 
Calapaver Sprat t 

Mackarel (Spanish) Porpoise 
Sheep-head Shark, &c. . 

that faithful historian of nature^ must be the best 
that can be supplied. — " Head finely yariegated; iris 
flame colour^ surrounded with blu« 5 in the middk 
of the bddytowards the back a purple rhombic spot, 
varied with green, yellow, and blq^jj vent in the 
middle of the body; dorsal and anal fias linear, r^aeh* 
ing nearly to the tail.** Turton's Linnieus, oct. vol. i, 
744. It is very generally considered poiBoneas> and 
therefore never eaten. 

* Perhaps the Mugil Albula. Thii fish is deemed 
the most choice of its species, and is usually caught at 
tome distance up the rivers of this c^uotiy. 
. t 'The Clupeia Th^tssa of naturalists. This fisb» 
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The variety of Shell-fish with wbuih 
every part of thi? coast abounds can 
scarcely be exceeded . in any part of 
the world. Three species of the* Tur- 
tle, the Green, the .Logger-head, and 
the Hawks-bill, are. taken in their sea- ' 
«ons in prodigious numbers. The formed 
kuid &om having been included, at least 
in this country, amongst the foremost ne- 
cessaries of Hie, constitutes an advantage- 
ous employment to those engaged in tak- 
ing it : an allusion to this occupation has 
been made in the preceding pages. The 

.which is somewhat larger than the common sprat, 
is much admired for the sweetness of its flavour, 
though in certain situations, at particular seasons, 
it is considered to be highly poisonous, a quality 
which. in this, however, it is not thought at any 
time to possess. In some of the West India islands, 
especially in that of Nevis,, it can rarely be eaten 
from the above circumstance. This noxious property 
is also very generally determined to belong to some 
trther species when taken in certain latitudes ; name- 
ly the Baracouta, Snook, &c. &c. 
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Seft-Lolmter, or aa it is here oitted, the 
Cnw-SA^ is extremely plentifbl, and i§ 
much; admired fi>r the whiteness and ddi* 
cacy of its me^ Crabs are abo cau^t 
in grent nnmbers, and are equally este^«- 
ed» The Mangrove Oyster, so named 
£rom lis adhering in dusters to the brandi^ 
ts of the tree of the i^ve nanse, whkh 
incline to the water^ is likewise fi)und in 
moat places, but is perhaps the most in^ 
Jfimor of the species. The Conque, and 
th6 WUk^ are abundant in the neighbours 
hood of the different keys, and afibrd a 
wholesome and nutritious food. 

The rivers and creeks of the interior 
supply a great variety of the fresh-water 
Turtle, or Hickatee. These, though 
smaller than the sea turtle, are in no 
other respect inferior. 

It is very far from being pretended 
that the above should in any shape be 
considered other than an extremely limit- 
ed enumeration of the inhabitants of thift 
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vMt clemcntt as cxmnected with this part 
of the worid. Tiie kinds, therefore, that 
have been thus briefly noticed, must only 
be viewed as being such as came most fire^ 
^entfy under fiuniliar observation, and 
irtiich consequently seemed more inti« 
matdy alUed to the present attempt 

The number and varie^ of Reptilea 
which in&st most hot countries are l(iM>wn 
to be astonidiingly great. And perhaps 
few situations could be fhund to exceed 
the one of which we mpre particularly 
i|ieak, in both respects. 

Snakes of several species are numerous^ 
but fortunately the greater part of them 
are not considered of a dangenms descrip^ 
tion. The Rattlesnake is very frequent* 
ly seen in the high lands, but is seldom 
found so large aa in the American States^. 
The Bhcksnake is also common^ but 
harmless. The kinds which, next to th^ 
first meiitioned, are avoided as being thtt 
wost venomow^ axe ti^pse whidi ha¥# okh. 
us 
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tamed from the Settlers the familiar names 
of the Tommy Gofl^ and the Barber's Pole. 
These usually infest out-honses or thatch- 
ed buildings. 

The snake called the Wowler, which is 
more plentifully discovered than any of 
the former, grows to an immense size, ahd 
its appearance is certainly, terrific; but it 
is only in this/vs^y that it is alarming, as 
it has never been known to hurt the hu- 
man species. It is nevertheless, a mortal 
enemy to birds generally, and to the smal- 
ler kinds of animals, which it usually 
iswallows entire. 

The woods abound with almost every 
kind of the Lizard tribe ; and the Ouana^ 
or Iguana, which, next to the alligator, 
may be viewed as the largest of this class, 
is eagerly sought as a peculiar.^oelicacy* 
The Basilisk, in a^^earance the most dis- 
gusting of this uns^htly family, is like- 
"wise common. It invariably ffies the 
s^proaeH of man, and appears but to 
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direct its hostility against the insects 
which seem to have been appointed for 
its support. 

Of the inferior species of Lizard^ the 
Gally-wasp, and the Wood-slave, are the 
only kinds in this country that have the 
reputation ofbeing venomous ; the former, 
however, is thought particularly so^ and 
much dreaded. They both are the fre- 
quent inhabitants of old buildings. But 
much the greater number of the mem- 
bers of this class will be found, if preju- 
dice can be surmounted, and the least 
encouragement be extended towards 
them, the most inoffensive little creatures 
in nature^ and that may even be soon 
brought into a state of pla3rful familiarity. 

In conclusion it may be observed^ that 
it would greatly exceed the; limits of any 
undertaking which had not professedly 
embarked on the subject, to point out, 
from a mass so infinite, the individual ob- 
jects most entitled to investigation. This 
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iberelbre, is left to mere oojapfieut' 
ubility, with the upj^iring, but iMnc^e 
hope, that whatever may be fgund imp€iv 
feet in the foregoing sketches of the vege- 
table gnd animal economy of »n bi^y 
interesting part pf the worW, may be 
early wjqplied by wperi^ mmwe ft»4 
npHju^tryf 



From all that has been advanced in 
the preceding page8» it may be condiJu- 
ded) that the possession (Mf an eatablishr 
ment at Honduras will be considered of 
material importance in more respects 
than one. It has been suggested, that the 
advantages at present derived from lU 
however valuable, are of a limited der 
icription, and arise almost exdusively 
^om the capability it holds of supplying 
the commodities <^ mdiogany and lag« 
wood. With the abcyve an apiakm ha* 
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been also entertaiped^^ when tbeae advan- 
tages shall have ceaaedt an event thatmay 
be e^pectedy that the loss of them will be 
^ompensatedfor iothe possession of many 
others, of a di^reot but not less inteiv 
esting kind. It must be understood^ 
that such» it is believed, would in a 
fHrincipaJ degree be found in the benefits 
annen^to cultivation. 

To this, however, an ol^jection maybe 
anticipated, and one that at first may 
appear to beai* with it no inconsiderable 
fcree~that the interest of the parent 
state will not now be found allied to 
new and extended systems of coloniza^- 
tion ; and consequently, that the inclinai- 
tion to encourage or foster such attempt^ 
wiU be reluctantly shown by it. To a 
great extent the reasoning on which this 
is founded is incontrovertible^ for it can* 
not be denied, that many of the colonie« 
dependant on Great Brii^ have long 
%een considered rather of incumbrance 
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^han advantage to it; and the persons 
connected with them have had equally 
to regret the disproportionate reward 
their industry has found from the imper- 
fect returns of an exhausted soil. . That 
this happens in some of the larger, but 
in the greater number of the smaller. 
West India Islands, those who hold any 
acquaintance with them wiU not hesitate 
to affirm. And with regard to many of 
the islands which have been recently 
acquired by conquest, perhaps little 
value or importance can be attached, 
but as their being so much wrested from 
the possession of the enemy, and from 
the increased security that has thus been 
conferred on our own. In a cultivable 
point of view, it will possibly be ibund, 
that many of the objections which ex- 
tend to the older British colonies, are 
applicable in an equal degree to such 
as lately belonged to France, 
The foregoing has been a leading 
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cause, among many others, -of forcing 
numbers of planters to seek new situa- 
ticms, flattered with the hope of meeting 
more perfect success. Hence it has 
hs^pened, that migrations latterly from 
the West Indies, generally, to the fertile 
but unhealthy colonies of Surinam and 
Demarara have became so frequent; 
and which, in all likelihood, would have 
taken place much earlier, but for the 
fluctuating and uncertain state of the 
government of these countries-*an incon- 
venience, from the consequence that is 
now affixed to them, which it is not 
probable theyVill again undergo. It is 
also well known, that for several ^years 
past, numbers of the inhabitants of the 
Bahama islands, originally loyalists, from 
America, have supplicated the govern- 
mentofthe latter for permission tore- 
turn with their families and slaves. This 
disposition has arisen from no , sudden 
impulse, but has merely grown out of the 
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nwemitj of the tWqg— the insdequftte 
wturn ttot fcr s^ seriea of yww W 
impoverished rail hit9 om&rred on tbdr 
labours. 

I?i dwelling, therefpre, with sooie 
«hareofeanie8tQe«6on the resource^ th^t 
might be found ^X H^ndur^Ms, it i^ay s^o) 
evident, that it is not so %nmh intendeds 
to draw attention to the fiMtning of 
n(S9^ ejl»Wishfnents, as to point oot 
what, to a certain extent, might be 
capitbie of amending that which ha? 
become defective in the Qld. But whe^ 
ther it be contemplated exclusively 
in this way, or but as the channel or 
means of leading to a greater degree of 
intimacy than has hitherto prevailed 
with the rich and interesting colonies so 
immediately contiguous to it, and therer 
by o£ affi>rding £ivourabIe opportunities 
jfor the extenakm of our commercial en-f 
terprise, in either respect it cannot be 
deemed unworthy of regsurd. 
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It remaiiis <nily to be obsenred, that it 
is equally distant from being intended to 
invite to a change of country, by sketching 
in ddusive orfanciftil colours, the advan* 
tzga of this remote quarter — this Ultima 
Thuk. Yet it may be asserted, and it is 
beHeved observation of the closest kind 
vrould not invalidate the fact, that few 
situations could be found, where indu»> 
trious dSbrt would, under particular cip- 
eiunstmices, find more perfect reward, 
fkich is the generosity of the climate 
and soil, and the natural advantages coxih 
nected widi it. But now must be brought 
into view what perhaps will appear most; 
materially to subtract from the vtiiale* 
The adoption of modes of life and labour 
entirely new — a seclusion from society 
and all its endearments — the want of 
opportunities of all kinds for the educa- 
tion and moral improvement of a family 
— and last, though far from being of least 
consideration, the inconvenience that 
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health may encounter in the change. 
On these, the adventurer to this, ^ or t to 
any other distant land, shoiild pause — 
should maturely inquire, whether a suf- 
ficient share of fortitude in the hour of 
trial might be found to bear against 
accidents so various and severe. It is 
no doubt to be lamented, for the hap- 
piness of many of our fellow beings who 
jv^enture on so hazardous an experiment, 
that this sort of previous investigation 
too rarely occurs; and that all such sober 
I'^asoning is either borne down by the 
weight of present ills, or hastily thrust 
aside by the golden visions that have 
been raised*. 
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MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 
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MOSQUITO INDIANS, 

NADB DURnrO ▲ IBORT ItBtlDErrCB AMOHGIT THSM 

IN THE TEAR 1804 J 

rmmcBDBD mv the jovrmal of a votaqe to the 
MOiqntro bhore. 



Jovat integros accedere footct 
Atqne bauiire — Lociubtius. 
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JOURNAL 

or A 
VOYAGE 

to THK 

MOSQUITO SHORE. 



Thursday, ^septeaiW the «7tb, m 

two in the afternoon, I sailed from BaKze 
in the bay of Honduras, on board the 
sdioonef ^ Huntress, for the Mosquito 
i^re, having under my charge a vsu'iety^ 
bf presents ordered by government for the 
cbie& of the above nation* The compa^ 
nioDs of my voyage were an Indian Ma« 
jor, named Hall, about six or seven men 
of bis country, and a like number of Cha- 
raibes, who accompanied us in a small 
open boat. The last, I n^ay observe, we 
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the remains of a race of people now al- 
most extinct, the aboriginal inhabitants 
of some of the West India islands, parti- 
cularly that of St. Vincent. Before sun-set 
we had passed many of the numerous 
keys of the Bay, and at the close of the 
evening were abreast of the larger one 
of Tumeff. At eight we came to an 
anchor for the night off Key BokeL 

Friday, 28th. — An hour after day-light 
we got under weigh. The morning dark 
and heavy, with rain and thunder. Our 
wind fair, with a good deal of sea. To- 
wards noon the weather became fine and 
clear. Bush key in sight on our lee quar- 
ter. Glover's reef on our lee bow, and the 
high mountains of the continent to the 
north-west. About three we went on 
shore on Glover's Key, which is contigu- 
ous to the reef; we had previously caught, 
whilst sailing, several remarkably large 
fine fish. On this Key we obtained an 
abundant supply of cocoa nuts^and plenty 
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of jdiffeSrent kinds of shdl fish. We re- 
turned on board to dinner at four, and 
immediately after put to sea. Before 
dark we|W>k the Charaibes in tow, they 
having expressed their apprehension of 
parting from us, and fiJling in with the 
Spaniards, whom they consider their niost 
implacable foes^ Our favourable wea- 
ther continued during the night. 

Saturday, 29th.— At sun«-rise becaldied, 
with heavy rain. At ten a breeze favoured . 
us, and shortly after the high mountain 
ofCongrehoy showed itself, bearing from 
us about south-south-east. At one, the 
island of Ruatan directly a head in a 
south-east direction, and that of Utila to 
the south-west. In the afternoon be- 
calmed, distant ftom Ruatan about three 
miles : becalmed also during the greater 
part of the night. 

t Sunday, 30th. — For the most part of 

the day the calm continued^ At ten w« 

, dispatched, the Charaibes on shore at 
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Rttstan for cocoa nuts. From the sea 
this island appears singularly ridi and 
beautiftiL It is entirely covered with 
trees, xif which the cocoa nut is the mort 
common. Oaks, pines, and many others 
of various descriptions are also abundant 
Dn it. Ruatan is consMleraUy larger than 
many of the West India islands which are 
cultivated. Its soil, and the natural ad^ 
vaastages connected with i^ might per- 
haps be found in no degree inferior to 
any of them. (It abounds with dear, 
I wild-hogs, Indian rabbits, and birds of 
I many species } parrots are innumerable, 
; and their incessant noisy chattering may 
be heard a considerable distance from the 
shore. The Spaniards hs^re a kind of mv 
litary station or look-out post OQ this 
island; this, howev^, may rather be con* 
sidered as intended to establish tlu» 
right to it by occupan^ than as a means 
of defence, as the ferce does not consist 
of more than £ve or six men. Towards 
6 
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the evenieg a breeze springing up, we 
once more purwed our course^ and 
shortly ai^erwards cleared Ruatany and 
passed the small adjoining islands of 
Helene, Moratte^ and Barbarette $ these 
may be deemed only as detached parts 
of the fonxier, being merely separated 
from it, imd from each other, by a narrow 
channel of the sea. At ^un set we saw 
the island of Bonacca, distant about 
eight leagues^ During the whole of the 
night the wind was adverse and the 
Charaibes had nearly parted fi'om ^is, 
the tow-line of their, boat having broke. 

Monday, 30di. — Off the north side of 
Bonacca at day break. A fresh gale firoii^ 
the south-east with a long heavy sea roll- 
ing. At nine w.ent on shore. The Cha? 
mbes employed the whole forenoon re- 
pairing their vessel. Some of the Indians, 
^most as soon as we had landed, went 
into the bushes and shot sev^al large 
lpaiT.ot& The part of the island we 
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;were OD was highly romantic and pictu- 
i-esque, and, like Ruatan, profusely coveiv 
cd with trees. Its natural pro(]^ctions ap- 
f>eared nearly the same. The little bay 
in which we anchored was of great depth, 
and so transparent that the shell fish and 
icoral rocks at the bottom might be clearly 
discerned. On this island we found the 
•flies and mosquitoes intolerably troubled- 
some. At four we were again under 
•weigh, having previously dispatched the 
Charaibes before us* Towards evening 
we got round Bopacca, our wind blow- 
ing fresh from the south-east, with much 
flea. Vivid lightnipg during the greater 
part of the night. 

Tuesday, Oct. 1st. — At sun rise six 
leagues from Bonacca; wind blowing 
hard from the north-east, and Truxillo 
.bearing from us about south. At ten we 
«castoffthe Charaibes with some of the 
Indians to make their way along shore, 
'^e mmn land in a south-east direction 
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from -US, and distant about eight leagues* 
The wind increased considerably at sun- 
set, and, as on the preceding night, the 
sea ran high. During the night we got 
i'ound the point of Black-river. It may 
be observed, that on this river there waS 
formerly an English Settlement, and very 
extensive plantations of sugar, coffee, &c; 
Wednesday 2d. — Early in the morn- 
ing we were close in with the low lands 
which approximate the Mosquito coun* 
try. From eight until eleven becalmed, 
when we were fevoured with a strong sea 
breeze. The whole of the day we coastckl 
along the sea beech, which extends many 
miles, and is skirted with a continue* 
grove of palmetto trees} About eight 
in the evening one of oiir Indian tiompa^ 
nions, flushed, not with the Tuscan grape, 
but with new Jamaica rum, fell overboard,^ 
but being a most expert swimmer, .as. in- 
deed are the whole of his countrymen,' 
he supported himself with little difficulty 
i2 
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nintil we feasted out our bmt md -pit 
Mm 2^2m 0B board# 

Thursday sd^— lUs nonufi^ becalfli* 
i^. At^o^withChamihes visited us frofli 
itheshore. On il)s Jeaviugwi It<^atofaQft 
:ii message to General Robinaoiao iht ftfin* 
icipal of tiie chiefs witk whom I had busif^ 
iiess, announcing iny being near idie idaee 
>of our destination, and requieating that 
Jie, ivith iSoA rest of Ae dhiefs, would give 
me an eady meeting* Towards the mid> 
die of die daj w« liad a pleasant bree« 
J:t>m die north-west^and passed tbemoutk 
wof the river Fatook. Our oourse still .cob- 
tinued along the sboue, whidh appear^ 
>€ntirely level with scarcely die iutemqv 
^tixm of an hillock. At noon we were 
4dbrea8t of the plantations of oux &^ow 
y&ye^er^ MigorHaU,and discovered som^ 
k£ hia peqde att work loati his gromnia. 
'The connt^iances of the -bidisms cm board 
fbrightened at being again so near their 
liome* ^ Aijseven we r^eaohed the ^ntran$# 
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^ Iht Sound cm Lagoon o^ C ag at asca, 
I^ttJmess^ however, prevested our cross-^ 
kig the bar^ and we canae to an anchor 
ibr the night, and a most tHif^easant <»ie 
k proved £ron^ a heavy swieUing s^ 
which occasioned ouc little vessdf to roll: 
iatolerably. 

Friday, 4th*— Wr got up owr anehw 
at seven, but almost immei^tely after- 
warifo it fett cahn*^ A breeze a^ni &^ 
youred U9at dtovi^n^ Mdii^elieved us from 
tiie mosttioient heat that perhaps watl 
w^ feit. We p«sed the bar in a short 
time md entered tbe^Lagooik <^Caratas^ 
eeiy and had to^ beat xxp die remainder at 
ens voyage, a ^^itance oi about two^ 
leagues, in ai course directly contrary to 
the one we had pursued previous to en*^ 
terii% it. It was ahnosrt the same as go^ 
ii^ back by the same sea^ the iqiace of 
landy <£viding die navigation we had ^^ 
itom that we were in^ not being mor^ 
thmi a few bundred yacda. Wecaa#tft 
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an anchor off the Settlement of Grata at 
five. The Mosquito Indians have other 
settlements on both sides of the sound. 
This terminated our little voyage, which 
did not prove of as short duration as oa 
setting out I. was given to expect. Ca-p. 
ratasca Lagoon is considered by the na-. . 
tives a day's journey in length: its 
breadth, which is nearly equal through- , 
out, may be computed at about ten mUes; 
it is shallow, and only navigable for ves^ 
«els of small biu-den. 1 On landing, I was , 
immediately received by a Captain Fq^ 
SL man of j^me consequence in the Set-^ 
tiement of Grata, vdih most expressive 
. marks of fiiendship and regard, and con^ 
? ducted by him to his habitation. Thfe 
whole of the inhabitants of the Settle- 
ment soon crowded round me, and firom 
all I could discover the same signs of 
welcome. An excellent supper of fowls, 
- c^gs, plantains, and the root of the Gas- 
sava, was expeditiously prepared, and I^ 
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db not recollect that I ever made a meal 
with more entire enjoyment. I jpassed . 
the night with my Indian friend. Cap- 
tain) Potts /^peared about sixty years of^ 
age, and a more kind, amiable being I \ 
never met His attentions and hospita- 
lity were unceasing. He ;^had three 
wives ; the elder .seemed of the same* 
years with himself; the youngest cer- 
tainly not more than sixteen; the other 
might be taken at the medium age of 
both. 

Satiirday,5th.— *As soon as I had breaks 
fasted, I was informed that a house had 
been prepared for me to occupy during 
my stay. Few houses, I believe, had. 
ever been raised with more expedition. 
It was begun and finished in one night;, 
and although not after any knowadesigib 
of architecture, it wlus comfortable and^ 
commodious, siifficiently proof against 
the weather, and affording every requi-r 
lite convenience for myself and servanta^ ' 
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Of iht latter I nef er stood m less need^ 
for tbe Hnremkted assiduity of the peo* 
pie df the country to be useful to me 
would scarcely allow Of their intetfereacck 
in any l9img. In flie eoorse of tiw day^ 
numbers thsrt I had not seen on my anjyal, 
Eving contignOns to Crata^ eame and paid 
their respects, brkiging presentis^ of hqo^ 
poultty, &c. &Ct I invited tlrfee of the 
principal men to dine with me« Aft^ 
our meal was concluded^ I ghvto sAverat 
toasts expressive of regard for their na* 
tion wnA for perpetnating a good under- 
ttalidi^betWWrtH«dmyowrt;. all of 
which they perffectfj^ uB^rdtodd m§ i^ 
fceived with hi^h mstfkii of approbation, 

Sunday, 6th.— Thfe f)rincipal Mosqt^to 
ehie£( not arriving as I expected, hi the 
forenoon I dispatched other messengera 
to hasten them* During the rettiaindet 
tof ihe day I amused myself with short 
, rambles round the Settlement of Grata, 
ind was much delighted yii^ tiie simplo 
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«&d fiif al appeairance of tlie Indian dweU 
ling^y and the i^erj pleasing icen^ 
wliicb every trhere presented itself. I 
eagerly wished for the tasteful pencil of 
a Oilpin to delmeate some of the many 
agreeable suligeGta befere me ) for, with^ 
out the language oi affectation, most 
of th^n were wholly worthy of it) At 
dinner I again entertained some of th# 
natives, and the day terminated as haj^ 
pily as the preceding one had .done« 

Monday, 7th*— *Barly this morning I 
bad the Whole of the presents brought OB 
Aore« My visitors very much increase 
ed ; and, at a littlepast fbur, I had the 
honour to receive the expected visit rf 
General Robinson. I was greatly pleas^ 
ed with the af&bility of his deport- 
ment, and. the evident satisfaction he dis-^ 
<tovered at our meetings His suite was 
numerous, and the persons who composed 
it conducted themselves towards him with 
the most perfect respect and defoence^ 
i5 ' 
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TTie general, as well as most of his at* 
tendants, was dressed in British regimen- 
tals, with epaulettes, sword, sash, 2;c^- 
He appeared about thirty years of age,, 
of pleasing features, a strong but active , 
form, and somewhat above the middle i 
height. He seemed likewise possessed, 
of that which is not by any meanji cha-. 
racteristic of the Indian, an energetic, 
and vigorous disposition.. Many of. the. 
Mosquito people are of a mixed breed, 
betwe.efl that of the aboriginal and Afri- 
can of the Samba country. General 
Robinson is entirely of Indian descent.. 
The mixed race, however, is considered 
more active, industrious, and enterpriz- 
ing than the aboriginaL 

Tuesday, 8th. — Immediately after 
breakfast, invariably an early one, L 
'^ftave always found my house filled with^ 
tisitors since I came to the Settlement ;. 
and to such unfashionable lengths have ^ 
these calls usually extended, that they 



.^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



MOSQUITO SHORE* 179^ 

hav« regularly continued until bed-time. 
Under such trials, it may very well be^ 
believed, my patience must frequently 
have undergone somewhat too much for 
endurance. The remainder of the 
persons with whom I had business came 
in during the day, I accordingly ap* 
pointed the next for the distribution of 
the presents. A measure which did not 
appear displeasing to the greater number 
of those who had been first with me, for 
I could c^en discover many an anxious 
and impatient eye^ directed towards the 
several packs^es which lay confusedly 
scattered about within my dwelling. 

Wednesday, 9th. — As it might be ex- 
pected, my appointment of yesterday 
produced an early assemblage of the men 
of Caratasca Sound this forenoon.. Im- 
mediately afler their arrival I concluded 
my business with them*. But I mtist ob- 
serve, that on this occasion, like most 
athers q£ the same description, the ray 
of content did not beam fiom every -eye.. 
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I could phdnljr dfeeerii scveril^ -Wb^ seem* 
ed to consider the favours of my country 
by no means proportionat6 16 their ex- 
pectation or merit; This ho doubt i^oald 
rfike have happened had the gifts y^th 
which I Was entrusted been much more 
tminerous and valuable. By the aM of 
that, however, which often makes' uxbA 
in more tutored situations forget the 
firowns of fortune, d liberiai distHbu^ 
tioh of promise^ I was Soon suttfeessi* 
ful enough to remove tevery appesir^ 
ance of dissatis&ctitin» , An ox having 
ibeen slaughtered for the occasion, I had 
as many as my hoiise coiild contain to 
dine Ivith me^ and every thing passed 
(with entire har^bny; I cfeiibt omit re^* 
liharkiiig, that tfce greater jpai4; df mf 
i guests, if not tastefully br ftshibnably 
dressed, were at least splendidly and vd- 
: rfously so. I redly belieVe the fentire 
costume bf Eurbpe^ dvil and military, 
for the last huildred yJE^aris, ihi^t at on& 
view have presehied itself at my table. > 
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Aioji i^hkt^vtt was otice thought gay inrf 
drnamental in the brilliant and refined 
circles of London or Versailles, might 
perhaps be now considered equally so oti 
the less polished shore of Caratasca. It 
Often had been matter of surprise With * 
mei to what earthly nlart the venders of 
cast-off gaieties in London could consigtt 
thci odd articles freque&tly decorating: 
their doors: this astonishmeiit ceaiied^i 
the ihoment my company had collected' 
in the Mosquito nation.) 

Thursday, 10th.-^alie Indian Chie6y> 
With theit itaterpreter, assembled together 
this forenoon for the purpose of framing a 
suitable acknowledgement for the regard* 
that had been shewn them by thb British 
government. I obtained this in the after- 
noon^ when I gave them to understand 
that my depiarture woulAtake )place witb 
all expeditionD General Robii^on pre- 
sented me with a horse : I had previously 
requested his acceptance of a pair of pis- 
1 
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tols, my gorget^ and some other trifles? 
I had also disposed of afew little matters 
amongst his officers. We again dined to- 
gether J and the expressions of regret 
from all around me at my being, about to 
leave the country entirely satisfied me 
that my conduct had not been displeas-r 
ing to them. 

Friday, 1 1th. — Occupied the chief part 
of the forenoon in making ai:angementsk 
for sea. The weather,, however, proved- 
quite unfavourable to our getting off. It 
rained heavily, with thunder; it had thun- 
dered with much violence almost every, 
day since my arrival.. Many of the In^ 
dians returning totheir.homes cameand^ 
took leave of me. 

Saturday, 12th. — ^The weather boister- 
ous and wet. This might truly be de- 
nominated a day of e;inu2 ; and though V 
within the tropics, the overpowering in-v 
fluence of a November day in EnglamU 
was perhaps never more strongly felt... 
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Stmday 1 3th.-*-Tbe wenther jcoHtuiued* 
entirely against our putting to sea. Du-t 
ring the whole of the night it literally 
ramed torrents. The heaviest rains ia 
Europe might be considered April showr. 
ers compared to the sheets of water which, 
fell here. My roc^, though of thatch 
resisted the storm surprizingly ; but I was 
not quite so fortunate in other respects^ 
two sides of my dwelling being entirely^ 
open, and one of them on the quarter 
whence the istorm came, it meeting nok 
opposition there, deluged me completely.| 
To add to the unpleasantness of the 
whole, vivid lightning, accompanied byi 
the most awful thunder, continued in-^ 
cessantly until day-break. About three 
the sky became clear, and assumed a mild-^ 
er appearance, the wind being likewise, 
fiur, we took our departure from Crata.^ 
The natives, on my parting with them„ 
gave me every assurance of their wisheii 
that;ny voyage might be prosperous and| 
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A^ttf and that an oppottvadty ttighr 
speedfly oceuf of my being deputed to 
visit them again* W^ossed the L^ootfr 
elf" Cat^tadca itk a sbort time, idiere I had 
afi aiK)llitineiit "vnth Geiieraj[)Robiiisaiif> 
and dtbert of th6 Chieft, to tecdvc siom^ 
f presents of ttocki &c^ &c, for Colonel; 
B' i and eame to anchoi* tcit the nights- 
I Emitted to mention^ that on getting: 
tuider weigh aAd hoisting out eoIours,> 
tile inhabitants Of Grata gave us a salute^ 
of niuBquettyj which our small party in*- 
stantly returned. 

Monday^ l4th.-^Early thl« morning: 
Geiieral Robinson came on board ouf 
vessel, and shortly afterwards 1 accott^^ 
f anied him on shore. Whilst the matters 
I had to take with ine weire collecting, h 
.Amused myself with a walk of about a 
nkile through a spacious savanna, and the^ 
scenery on this side the Lagoon certainlyt 
greatly surpassed that we had left on the 
^er. This savanna^ for a very coiK 
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siderabk 6%tent, formed stk entite level 
^f continued verdinre, and of the finest 
pustnragei dkiited on one side by th€ 
trater of the Lagooil, and bounded on the 
other by gende- rising hlHs^ The clufnpd 
6f pine aiid other lofty trees, ii^terspen^ 
at pkasitig^ distflkiices ovet the^ whole^ 
gave the vieif^ s^ the appearance of cul- 
tivated art, and afforded a most ngreeaWe 
relief to the eye* At the foot of the hilli^ 
the vfm6 in plae^ tifickening, almost 
Eluded the itrtaginatioti to conceive^ 
that in the btfsons of these Seqtiestered 
gifoves liiigbf be fotind tfee ornamental 
dweHihg of sfrtiie tasteful owfier. But 
arcrddng fi^drir ttis, ittSre all was tfatiire j 

. The negligeDce of Nature, Iride and wrfd^ 
Whcfe undisguited by mimic Art the spreads 
Unbounded beauty to the roving eycf^ Thomsok. 

Wfief e eVeti man acknov^Iedgeii he^ aJU 
itoost uncontrolled sw^. At tffrdve 1 
Again embarked, when ^ef slttp^ ovtt 
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course for the entrance of the Latgodri/ 
where we arrived at sun-set, and came to 
anchor for the night ; but suA a night I 
Scarcely had I attempted to close my- 
eyes, when a myriad of musquitoes and 
tormenting flies of every description 
found their way qu board our vessel, and? 
gave me feelingly to imderstand that it 
would be vain to seek 

The timely dew of sleep. 

Tuesday, I5th.— The forenoon em- 
ployed m making preparation for sea.. 
Several of the Indians whom 1 had part- 
ed with a few days before, met me at 
ou« anchorage^ and* brought with them; 
presents of fruits and vegetables. The 
wind being unfair we remained stationary 
for the night, arid, as on the one preced- 
ing, were again visited by our enemies the 
flies. That we should be troubled with 
such company did not appear extraordi** ' 
nary, when, we discovered that the pooi: 
natives, in. whole, femilies, were, forced * 
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every night during our stay to quit their 
habitations on the shore, where the in* 
convenience was yet felt in a more 
severe degree, to sleep in their little 
barks on the water, to escape such 
horrid torments. Frequently there were 
not fewer than eight or ten of these 
boats around our vessel, and some of 
them containing not less than fifteen 
persons } their bed, a few loose leaves } 
their covering, the heavens. 

Wednesday, 1 6th.— The sea deitiei 
have never shewn the smallest kindness 
foft me. Ever awaited by foul vnnds ; 
and who would not complain of foul 
winds in the latitude of 16^ 20" in a vessel 
of twelve tons, my allotment of it a space 
of six feet by four, and with no altema^ 
tive, without incurring the danger of 
breaking my neck, of continually remain-* 
ing prostrate ? In such a situation, who 
would deny the natural propriety of the 
Sa&teni squat, or cotild help becoming a . 
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convert to the ning^r opinions of Wort*- 
ley Mon4a^ae ? 

Thursday, iTtli.— 'A dieepless m^}^ 
not a moitient^s trwce with the flies. The 
ildnd stiU blowing from the 6xact qirartet 
to' wkieb otr course must be shaped.. 
My sti^k of patien<^& being quHe ex-^ 
hausted^ I was about havinig; reeoursie ta 
philosophy, buty happily there wa» ncft 
any oecaskHai &r it^ at the moment the 
breeze beeame someiv^liaib moite Idnd^ and 
vdlF^edMiiii putting to sea: a|gain;att)se 
» difficttlty^^oor vessel &st BgmanA^^ 
ttoi^risfafr was^^ 9B, and th«nlJii& wind agaiit: 

IVidayy iSthM-Aboiit 1^ mid^ at 
iKst* n^Hty the \totie I fa«d: tecei^^ a. 
presetrtfcqin General RobitsN)^ dislMong^ 
Icis fftnafion c^ertamly more tiban I did 
wSm^,h3id as I ibn^d k^ jampeA m^^ 
bdard;' With^mudi difficulty W6gdtl^ffi. 
m fi|^sr, and t& pf ev^ent my fotthctf d«i^ 
perate^^ attemiftd o£ the klad» JWHifiA 
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"ffhSk strong rqpfis. One of my Indian 
ifijfinds of (Grata, iearmng xmr xletention^ 
Jaodly eeiut 1^ hsif jo£ a fine bog. It 
t^me mQ0t pfipwtunelf , and ^prevented 
^ ^sentence Iseing icantied into execution, 
igidck had faeen previously passed on 
^sonie of the poultry in our jcoops. 

SatuiAstfj 19tiu-*-Our prQ^>ect not 
^■bending, the .captean iof lOur vessel sugr 
^sted a anetnrn to.our £»iner station^ the 
Ittdian Settlement ^ Wsat k the iife of 
man] Is it not to slnft froon aide to sides 
&QfnrsiQnx)w io sorrow i To button up 
^me cxase of iiexation, iuod to unbutton 
^notheri'^ So <wr^s S^w^ and who 
fxm tdko^ee with him ? Hope prevafl- 
hBig that a /change might suddenly hap* 
pei» m our &vioiir, we remained M ^ur 

JSiunday, flOth* 1 
jM€ffkda^^i21fit.> Atanchon 
Tuesday, SSd^ ^ 
. Wed»^ay, ^<L-^At Jiooo, tbe fw&^ 
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iher lookoig more kind, and the wind 
proving less adverse, we weighed anchor, 
and once more passed the bar of Cara* 
tasca. On the outside of it, we found A 
very heavy sea, but our breeze proving 
yet more fair, this was no very painful 
inconvenience. 

, Thursday, 24di. — Light showers during 
the morning, with a moderate breeze from 
the east-south-east* The remainder of 
the day fine and pleasant. At night the * 
wind was entirely against us. 

Friday, 25th,— The wind from the 
north-east, with much sea. Bonacca in^ 
si^t,. bearing from us north«west, distant 
^bout five leagues. At twelve becalmed,- 
with rain and thunder. Towards^ even-* 
jng, we had a breeze which soon increas-^ 
ed to a gale, and that blew during the 
whole night with great violence. TTie 
rain fell in torrents^ and thejsea continu- 
ally breaking over our small vessel ren- 
dered our situation extremely unpleasant* 
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I liave before mentioned my circum- 
scribed sphere on board, a space of six 
feet by four ; this could not be found 
very /agreeable during our finest weather, 
but how much worse did it prove this 
night, when the hatches were necessarily 
forced to be closed ? but which, though 
I was nearly deprived of the power of 
respiration, did not prevent my being 
almost drowned with sea and rain. 

Saturday, 26th, — The storm did not 
abate until the afternoon of this day, at 
which time we made the small island of 
Barbarette, not without some danger, 
from the violence of the sea and the nar- 
rowness of a passage between the rocks. 
We gained a tolerably good anchorage, 
and the weather still appearing relentless, 
I went on shore and built a hut on the 
beach. This was reared in a few mi- 
nutes : it required only a few posts, and 
the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree, or of the 
palmetto ; and such materials were every 
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vihere around us. We bad good firA 
madet cooked a rough repast, a^d p^ 
pared for sle^. I do not know how let- 
ters were with my feUow voy^^et^^ }xA 
they passed rather indifferently with my- 
1^. It continued to rain heavily during 
tiie night, and the ground, and leavep 
which formed my bed, beiqg extrc^iQ^ly 
wet, rendered my situation ccld, dampi 
and uncomfortable. 

Sunday^ J27th.— The stonta retiumed 
with added violence* Our little epacampr 
ment, if not thoroA^hly weather |>roo;i^ 
was at least more pleasant than remainii^ 
on board* Some of the Indians rambling 
this forenoon along flie sea beach, met 
with a fiMTtunate, though here not an 
uncommon prize, a nest of turtle's eggs 
. containing about 150. One of the sol* 
diers along with me also shot an Indian 
rabbit, an animal something larger than 
a h^e, the flesh of which is considered 
very delicate. We rested on the island. 
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and rather in a better way^ than on the 
preceding night. 

Monday 28th. — ^During the forenoon 
1 endeavoured to make somo way on Bar- 
barette, and, if possible, to ascend the high 
Kills which immediately overtopped our 
station. However, I soon found this im* 
practicable, from the extremely thick 
Underwood which in every direction op* 
posed my progress. With considerable 
reluctance I was therefore forced at a 
late hour to abandon the attempt. 

Tuesday, 29th. — Were it not for that 
ffertile and never-failing theme, the wea» 
ther, of what would the greater part of 
the narratives o£ most voyagers and tra- 
vellers consist ? And certainly on this 
occasion, ours has been as various as the 
most epicurean weather-monger could 
wish. It rained throughout the night, 
and our lodging was in no shape enviable. 
As wdl as we were able, we endea- 
voured, however, tb remain content 

K 
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** with our hard fiite on the cold^pund." 
I before mentioned the danger we were 
in from the sea and rocks of Barbarette ; 
my occasional walks along the beach have 
fully discovered, that our escape may 
not be considered the least fortunate 
event j hulls, masts, spars, &c. &c. the 
vestiges of former shipwreck, presenting 
themselves in every direction. TTie dis- 
i^ppointment I felt yesterday forenoon, 
in not being able to gain the high land, 
served but to increase my ardour for 
another attempt tliis day. This was 
greatly encouraged at noon by the wea- 
ther turning out particularly fine. An 
Ilidian bore me company, but not in the 
way of guide, as he was quite as ignorant 
of the way of ascending as myself. After 
a walk of about a mile and a half along 
. the beach, in. a contrary course to the one 
I had pmrsued the day before, we came 
to the rocks, and here, although our pro- 
gress seemed less difficult to the eye, it 
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scarcely presented fewer obstacles to the 
feet. Difficulties, however, sinkbQ^re 
determination. I was resolved to mount : 
to it therefore I went with hands and 
knees. After some trouble, I gained a 
firm station on a tolerably eminence: and 
without resorting to the extravagant and 
afiected language sometimes used on si- 
milar occasions, I might truly say, the 
whole was enchantingly beautiful and 
picturesque. TTie spot on which I stood 
might be connected with a space of some- 
what more than half an acre, entirely 
dear of trees, growing with high and 
luxuriant grass. Beyond this'tlie whole 
became a thick continued grove, 

— — Where scarce a speck of da/ 
Falls On the lengthen'd ^loom. Thomson. 

At 'the bottom of the rock, the sea 
rolled with loud and haughty sway: and 
the confused masses of stone, which lay 
k2 
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si^^tteced about^ at once^ con^s3|ed its 
i^coiitroUiJ)le dominion. 

Imipe^ifitely: Qpposite to this paft of 
the island of Barjbar^te, at the distance 
of abput a league;, is pl^^^ed the small ad-, 
joining island of Mora^ On the south- 
east, as &r as the e^^> could reach, the 
high dark mountaina of the continent in 
the neighbourhood of Truxillo terpii- 
nated the view. In every other direc- 
tion, the rest was sea. Curiosity not be^ 
ing yet satisfied, on looking around, my 
ambition aimed at a greater height : this 
could not be a^ccomplished without first 
descending and searching another way 
up the rocks, a few hundred yards further 
along the shore, and this ofiered itself. I 
once more, but with increased difficulty, 
and certainly with much more danger, 
ascended : and if every thing before was 
pleasing, here all wjsus grand. Hie height 
I gained was Qonsiderable ; the objects 
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htn^th hbd become qvtke ditninishe^l, 
WhSst the sei^ rolted with added violence, 
•Md the rented crags seetnied artt^d wt£h 
t*i*or», which tfete%i ^ iA getting Up, I 
did not diicdvei: or I^L i i»il^ the 
^desci^o^ of Do¥e^-c}$ff on i^i» dbca- 
^on, and istbirtdein fir^h )rec6vbtiV% the 
]^[^ise hMrt>er ^^ei*a|>ei%tHd s^ratch*s 
which awaited toy ^o^rfetev Thfe foi-tofer 
*l wfgula^rly ^^V€^d \ip W%eheve# a hlH 6r 
«^6U)itlt)ta h spititfa of, 1^^ Vitm^ of 
Hij^hgMe iro tttlAM '«ir Ifte Attd^ l^e 
^»«i*y pleastftg ^«n Which >Ab^ea¥«r 
part of thfe diy had Wen occupied tfl- 
ftio&t cbmpensa?tfeA ¥or^ Hifat had |*6ved 
unplkeaBlAnt: durihg my voyage. 

Wedhesdayj SSOth.^— Last nig^t;^ tte 
toost flattering s^s rtf diange wfere be- 
fore tas* At day-brefek, the Whde had 
vanished, and heavy gusts of wind with 
rain gave us feelingly to understand that 
bur departure frdm Barbirttte Wbuld %e 
ifurther plx)ttact6d. I'd add t<t out othfer 
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complaints, we were assailed in our hut 
by a host of uncommonly large ants, 
which proved altogether as troublesome 
as i^e flies of Caratasca. At noon the 
weather, clearing, I again sallied forth, 
but a firesfa storm arising, I was soon 
obliged to return. My excursion how- 
ever, Short as it was, did^not tenpinate 
without an adventure, i One of my ser- 
, vants, a &w paces before me, passing 
I through a thicket to avoid being too near 
the edge of a projecting rock, suddenly 
darted back with a loud exclamation. 
On my examining into the cause of thi^i, 
the man certainly had very fair occasion 
fi)r so violent an expression of his fears : 
he had just escaped the danger of placing 
'his foot on the largest snake I ever be- 
held> It lay half hidden in the grass. 

In labyrinth of many a round self-roU'd. Miltoit, 

We instantly destroyed the reptile with 
, an Indian lance I had with me. The ex- 
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treme bulk of it occasioned me to have i 
it dragged to our hut and opened, when 
we found in its inside an Indian rabbit 
entirey I have before remarked that this 
animal is about the size of an English 
hare ; and this did not appear a small 
specimen of the kind. Certainly the 
power of fascination, as it has often been 
contended, or a very extraordinary- share 
of stratagem, must be the natural pro^ 
perty of some species of the snake ; or 
why animals, at least as wary, and cer- 
tainly possessed of much superior powers 
of swiftness, are thus surprised, must oc* 
casion some astonishment. 

^Oiursday, 3 1 St.— ^Yesterday completed 
our eighth day since we departed from: 
the mouth of Caratasca Lagoon. With 
a tolerably fair wind, it is little more than 
a day's sail from the place we were now 
at. And what I had feared would be the 
consequence of so tedious a voyage be- 
gan now to present itself, a scarcity of 
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protisk>ii6« But an exciirsioii of some of 

lithe Indians^ my fellow voyagers^ into the 

.woods wtts attended tdiis forenoon with 

[particularly good £)rtune. TheyreMirned 

1 with 00 less than five wfld hogs. ^^ Not 

^fger or fatter ever raaged the Luc£»naii 

forests/' To an Indian the alternate vi^ 

cissitudes of &sting a»d feasting are 

common occurrences. Those with me^ 

5k some days, had partaken ratter large*- 

ly of the £>rnier di$h y ehaace haviBg 

now placed one o£ more substtotid shajpe 

b^re ^m^ they determmed not to let 

the advutftagie ^Bcsupe them. Hie fivv 

hogs were barbecued it 0ne6--*«a B^mbeh 

tneall 

The company soon coUeiited roimd so 
imovense fire in front oP liiy habitation. 
Au Indian youth occSMtonally regided hit 
fellows with a tode on an instrument pe^ 
culiar to their country* Much could 
not be said of the sweetness of its tones^ 
or the skill of the performer on it; Imt 
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Ah ihef kerned gi-feitly dellghtfed with 
both, that I V2IS not equally chdl'iiied, 
must ill all probability have been owing 
id my \frarit of* ear or tastfe fbr Mosquito 
inusic. Not" did the repast ceas^, day ot 
bight, except for short intervals granted 
to sleej), until the whole \tas consumed. 
There are many modes of driving off 
care : some do it by sleeping ; others at- 
teriipt It by drinking ; an Indian does it 
cflfectually by eating. 

^ ^ I Barbarette,. 

Sunday, S. } 

Monday, *th. — Incessant storms of 

*^ind and rain.^ " King WilHam was of 

opinion, and please yoifr honour, quotM 

Trim, that every thing was predestined 

for us in this world.'* It has ever been 

my fortune, in contradiction to every 

wish of ihy own, ta have something con* 

tinually to do with the sea. Now had 

my inclination been in i^e le^^ d^gre^ 

k5 
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consulted in this matter^ it would, with- 
out hesitation, have at once negatived 
my ever putting foot on ship-board. I 
had rather, were it possible, %nd the 
strength and spirits were given to sup- 
port me in the attempt, make the tour 
of the world on foot, nay, I had almost 
said, bar^ooted, than pass the narrow 
strait between Dover and Calais. Du- 
ring a short, walk this morning, an old 
Indian with a most woeful countenance 
told mp he was afraid Potpruan would 
seize the whole of us, should we remain 
much longer on Barbarette. This was a 
most serious piece of intelligence, ipr 
Potpruan, in the Mosquito vocabulary, ia 
no less a personage than Death, whose, 
fell power oft 

Shakes the feeble props of human trust. Pope« 

I was half way on the same road of 
thought before the- old man opened his 
mouth : this hurried me to the end of it 
with precipitation. 
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Tuesday, 5th, — The night was passed 
in my old residence, the hut on shores 
but without sleep during any portion of 
it, owing to the vexatious torments of 
a vile insect called the sand-fly. Such 
now became my anxiety to make our 
way, that this morning, though the wind 
was far from fair, I suggested putting to 
sea. We therefore quitted Barbarette at 
eleven, and passed between it and the 
adjacent island of Moratte. I have al- 
ready observed, that the passage between 
these islands is narrow and hazardous, 
and that none but small vessels can safe- 
ly attempt it. The reef which funs pa* 
rallel with them is also dangerous and 
rocky. The sea on the outside ran ex^ 
tremely high ; and the wind shortly after' 
became entirely opposed to us. By per- 
severing, however, we succeeded in again 
making the larger island of Ruatan. Here 
our further progress was suddenly stopped 
by the breaking in two of our main-boom.. 
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As it waa now impossible to proceed^ we 
made the best way we could towards the 
ishore» to find a place of anchorage, that 
we m^ht f epair our damage : this was 
gained about an hour after we had met 
with our accident ; and some of the In*> 
dians and myself went on siiore with our 
guns in search of game : but the dis-* 
covery of. some human tracks on tbe^ 
sand caused my companions immediately 
to decline the pursuit*. The idand o£ 
Ruatan^ as has been previously remark- 
ed, belongs ta Spain, and on it is retted 
a small miMtary staticm. This eircum* 
stance instantly occasioned the Mos-^ 
^uito-men to determine, that the tracks 
they had seen could be na other than 
those of the Spaniarck, and as quickly 
ttiged them to return on boards 

Wednesday, 6^»<^Tlie moraang prov- 
mg fine and pleassmt, and our damage^ 
being repaired, we lost no time m get*^ 
ting under weigh. The coiurse we pur^ 
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wed lity dose in with the shore ; with 
uny other but a vessel of small burden 
this woidd have been impracticable from 
the numerous coral-rocks in the passage^ 
The side of the island (rf^Ruatan we passed 
appeared hilly and covered with wood* 
The continued length of the beach, which 
is computed at ten leagues, is an entire 
grove of cocoa-nut trees. Towards the 
middle of the day we were becalmed,, 
with rain and much heavy thunder* 

Thursday, 7th. — ^At anchor off Ruatan,. 

Friday, ftth. — Morning. We remained 
at anchor, but the weather considerably 
amending about noon we once more put 
to sea. The earfy pari of the night wad 
Ihie and pleasant with a fiivcmrable breeze 
from the N. E. Towar* the middle of 
it, the sky became thickly overcast, ancf 
fee wind greatly increased. 

Saturday, 9th.— At day break it blew 
a gale, but happfly from the right quar- 
ter. We were completely drenched from 
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the sea continually breaking over us. 
At two in the afternoon, ve pnce more 
discovered Glover*s-reef immediately a- 
head of us, and at four got to anchor at 
the key of the same name, the place we 
called at on our passage out. 

Sunday, 10th. — At anchor, the wind 
blowing with great violence from the 
N.N.W. With a moderate ag^fair 
breeze, we were now within eignt hours 
sail of the end of our voyage, a con,- 
viction that could not in any way con- 
tribute to render the situation to which 
we were fixed agreeable. The north- 
west winds, or norths, as they are termed 
in this part of the world, prevail at this 
season of the year, and blow with littler 
variation frequently for a continuance of 
some weeks. Yesterday finished my last 
plantain ; to a single one I had beei^ 
limited for several days, oiur bread hav- 
ing long been expended. 



Digitized 



by Google 



MOSQUITO SHORE. 207 

Monday, 11th. 'I 

Tuesday, 12th. > At anchor. 

Wednesday, 1 3th. J 

Thursday, 14th. — ^This morning the 
wind shifted a little in our favour, and 
we were soon under sail. Shortly after- 
wards the high mountains of the con- 
tinent again appeared bearing from us 
W.S.W. The day continued fine until 
towards evening, when it rained and 
thundered. The wind not proving alto- 
gether fair, we attempted to get under 
the main land to catch the breeze from 
the shore, and at day-break we were off 
the small settlement of Mullin's river, a 
distance of about twenty leagues from 
our home. The wind being now entirely 
against us, I went on shore at this Settle- 
ment, and obtained from the kindness 
and hospitality of a mulatto woman, an 
inhabitant of it, an excellent breakfast of 
tea, bread, eggs, &c. The sameness, 
and I may add, the spareness of the diet». 
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on which I had fared so itiany days 
before, g^Ve this re{)ast a zest of utiusual 
excellence. But I cannot help most 
gtat6fully 6bserting, that m the midst of 
tlO much adverse weather, it must ever 
be considered a very fortunate cirCum- 
^Ace, that it awaited iii^ in situations. 
So happily fotmtd by nature for the con- 
veniences of man. For, of the different 
Islands among i*hich we had been so 
ifirany days delayed, I believe scai*c6iy 
6ne could be found that would not b§ 
capable, from the fruits with which at 
fftoat seasons it abounds, of affording him 
liustenance for a ccmsiderable time. 

Friday, 15th.-f-After a night of mucft 
anxiety, and continual tacking,^tuni* 
i^g day brought io our viev^ the pleasing' 
sight of Balize^at a short distancJ6 ; and 
with it, the still more agreeable prospect 
df a speedy terttiinatioft to- Out x^oyage- 
The wind towards noon was entirely' 
fevourable. At tbree the atiphOt drop- 
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ped. I immediately landed, and as I 
walked to head-quarters, felt still more 
confirmed in my attachment to terra 
firma, and abhorrence of all maritime 
excursions.^ 
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1 HE Mosquito Indisms inhabit a con-* 
siderable space of country on the conti- 
nent of America, nearly extending from 
Point Castile, or Cape Honduras, the 
southern point of the Bay of Truxillo, to 
the northern branch of the river Ni- 
.caragua, called usually St Juan's ; and 
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comprehending within these limits nearly 
100 leagues of land on the sea coast, from 
latitude 11 to 16 deg. A chain of high 
mountains niBy be considered as the na- 
tural barrier between their nation and 
the Spanish possessions in this part of the 
world. 

These people feav^ long been in al- 
liance with the King of Great Britain, 
and entertain generally a most exalted 
opinion of the jtfStice Md magnanimity 
of the English^ and a p^fect detestation 
ofiiMs: neighbours the Spaniards. A tra« 
dition has long prevailed lamtottgst Ihem, 
that the grey-eyed peo^e, meaning the 
English, have been particularly appoint- 
ed to profit ikttik itdiA dp^ssidn or 
b<:m€lage» AM they taky ^vHklt^ be 
elas^dd With the Vely Ibw tribes ^h^se* 
, ld)erti<^d hbveiremained Umtlte^tpted by 
£i(iri>pean aggressichi oh thiir Jiide the At- 

The Ho^ they itih^bii i« JibtitidatiUy 
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f^ltU^, 4n4 c^[mble of mapy modes of 
cuJtiVatiQnw ludiaq corn of the finest 
quality, plantains, caiasava^oot, varieties 
of the yam axKl sweet potatoe, are plen- 
tifully raised £:om it The sugar-cane, 
eotton and tobacco thrive equally well ; 
and in the mountainous situations, coffee, 
no doubt, might be produced, not in- 
ferior to that which is raised in die West 
India Islands* 

In this country there is also plenty of 
mahogany, and many other kinds of wood, 
which might probably meet the purposes 
of Of namental use extremely well. But 
the entire want of harbours of sufficient 
d^tb fw any vessels but those of th^ 
jE^mallest burden must prevent any ma^ 
terial advantage resulting from these 
sources. Several species of dye-wood 
are likevrise foimd, some of which are 
used in colouring a coarse kind of cloth, 
tihe manufacture of the natives. We 
learn firom Mr. Edwards, Hist. West 
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Indies, vol i. p. 55, 56, that as early as 
the discovery of Columbus, the people of 
the islands he visited were found abun- 
dantly furnished with a substantial cotton 
cloth of native manufacture. This they 
stained with various colours, but the oiie 
they most admired was red. A common 
origin, to go no further, may perhaps be 
affixed to the inhabitants of the different 
islands in this part of the Western world 
and the people of the adjacent continent ; 
hence the striking conformity in man- 
ners, customs, &c., which have been so 
fi-equenty traced as characteristic of both. 

The rivers flowing through this exten- 
sive country are very numerous, and most 
of them are navigable a considerable dis- 
tance for canoes or small vesseld. The 
many spacious Lagoons with which it 
abounds render it also, in a picturesque 
point of view, singularly interesting. ^ 

Of the former, the most deserving of 
notice are. Black, or Rio-Tinto, Plan- 
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tain, Patook, Foyers, great and little. 
Cape, Coree, Towk«as, Bluefields, &c. 
Of the latter. Black-river, Brewers, Cara- 
tasca, Wava, Pearl-key, Blue-fields, &c. 

Fishes of infinite variety are the inha- 
bitants of both ; and the neighbouring 
grounds abound with deer, antelopes, 
warree, and peccary. Birds of various 
species, adorned with all the richness of 
plumage so peculiar to tropical situa- 
tions, enliven every spot. And the whole 
of these may be viewed as almost holding 
an undisturbed possession of their native 
haunts ; for necessity alone, and that of 
the most imperious kind, can ever impel 
the Indian to seek for either. 

The cattle are small, but, from the 
vast extent and excellence of the pas- 
turage, the meat they supply is fat and 
extremely well flavoured. Horses are 
also very numerous, and, though generally 
small, not unhandsome. Hogs are raisjed 
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in extraordinaiy numbers ; and poidtry 
of allkinds is abundant and large. 
y^ Many of the Mtosquito Indians are of 
^a mixed breed} between that of the abo- 
riginal and the negro of the Samba coun- 
tty. ^Accident produced this variety, 
jfrom the circumstance of an African 
J slave-ship, many years past, having been 
wrecked on their coast, from which se- 
veral women were saved, and who were^ 
immediately chosen by the natives fbr 
wives.'/ Cc ' "^^-^^ ^ ' '' '- •' 

The men in general are athletic and 
well formed; Their height, on an aver- 
age^ may be taken at five feet eight. 
The' women are frequently handsome; 
/their children, when young, are parti- 
: cularly so. Their habitti and intercourse 
■with each other denote much Jlffection, 
the old and the young being found in 
continual association. 

They wear little cloathing. Seldom 
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any thing more, men and women, than 
a small kind of wrapper, which reaches 
from the lower part of the waist to the 
middle of the thigh. {t)n particular oc- 
casions, the chief men usually appear 
in British regimentals, the military titles 
of which qation they invariably adopt, 
^lany of them hold commissions from the 
Governor of Jamaica, and from his Ma- 
jesty's Superintendant of Honduras^ The 
women are in the habit of decorating 
their persons with a profusion of beads, 
to which species of finery they are pas- 
sionately attached, and very commonly 
paint their faces and necks with a kind 
of red ochre, which is found in their 
country. Their children go entirely 
naked; and, when young, are always 
borne on the back of the mother. 
Amongst these people, all the offices 
of the domestic kind are exclusively per- 
formed by the female : the male would 
be degraded by such services. 

L 
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/Their dwellings ar^formed in a style 
of the rudest simplicity, beii^ little more 
than a number of rough poles placed per- 
pendicularly in the ground, and roofed 
with the leaves of the palmetto tree. 
They arqflusually Urge, and left entirely 
open at the sides. The floor is of clay, and in 
the centre of it is the flre-plac^/ These 
habitations seldom contain more than one 
apartment, and this commonly affords ac- 
commodation to several families. The 
bed of each, a mat, is placed on what is 
called a barbecu^ a frame made of sticks, 
and raised a few feet from the ground. 
This, with a few earthen pots for cookery, 
are the chief articles of ftirniture. 

The government of the Mosquito In- 
dians is hereditary ; and a very exact and 
perfect idea of the British law of suc- 
cession is entertained by them. It isja 
subject which engages much of their at^ 
tention, from its having long been one of 
close imitation amongst themselves. In- 
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deed, it would pertiaps be found, that 
many points of our doctrine rf primo- 
geniture are much more accurately un-' 
derstood by these people than by some* 
who are more immediately interested iti 
such discussions. It certainly is not un- 
frequent to find Indians in this nation, a£^ 
least those of the superior .class, capable 
of discoursing on such topics with a pre- 
cision that might reflect no discredit on a 
civilian. 

The late King, George, was mur- 
dered, and his death attributed very 
openly to the designs of his brotlier, 
Prince Stephen. The former was unal- 
terably attached to the English; the 
latter, it is confidently pronounced, has 
been seduced by bribery to very opposite 
interests, and with which he has sedu- 
lously attempted to infect his countrymen. 
'The schemes of Prince Stephen, how- 
ever, have met with little success ; which 
has principally arisen from the unremitted 
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and active vigilance of General Robinson^ 
one of the next persons in point of conse- 
quence to the royal family, and who con- 
trives to preserve a kind of regency until 
the son and heir of the late king shall 
become of age to take upon himself the 
business of government The present 
king is but a youth, and some years ago 
was sent to Jamaica to be educated under 
the direction and guidance of the Gover- 
nor of that island. 

The laws of these people are simple and 
concise. The legislative and judicial 
power, as it usually happens in nations 
where no fixed principles of either have 
l)een acquired, resides exclusively in the 
will of him who governs. The king, or 
chief, is completely despotic. Whenever 
he dispatches a messenger, his commands 
are always accompanied by his cane: this 
token establishes the credibility of the 
bearer, and a sudden compliance with the 
purpori 4af his errand* In this way de- 
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crees are enforced, the punishment due 
to offence remitted, or the severest sen- 
tence annexed to it carried into instant 
execution.* 

They have one law against adultery 
which has something curious in it. The 
fine imposed, on the offender is, that he 
pay the injured husband an ox. This 
penalty, the head man of the particular 
tribe to which the adulterer belongs, is 
strictly bound by long custom to see 
punctually complied with, or one of his 
own cattle maybe taken as a lawful indem- 
nity. Should the latter happen, the chief 
then exacts, as an equivalent for what he 
loses by the offence, a stated period of sei> 
vitude from the offender. 

In this country there is neither priest, 
physician, or lawyer ; but there is a pro- 
fe^or of another science, who commonTj^ 

• See Robertson*! Hist America^ Vol. in p, 335v 
10th Ed. 
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unites the duties of the three ; this is the 
Sokee, or Conjuror, a person of high im- 
portance, and whose occult skill is ever 
regarded with the deepest and 'most imj- 
plicit veneration. 

They have no modes of puUic worship, 
npr could any particular forms of religious 
persuasion be found to prevail amongst 
them. There is little doubt, however, of 
their paying adoration to evil spirits, from 
a singular belief which is entertaiDedf 
that they have much more inconvenience 
to apprehend from the influence of th# 
bad th^n the ^ood. 

In cprnmon with most, if not with all 
ru46 tribf^s, polygamy is freely allowed,, 
and a plurality of wives is the privilege 
of every husbftnd in the Mosquito nation; 
but perh^>9 it has seldom been indulged 
in equal ^extent in any country. Many 
men here claim from two to §ix wives ; 
few can be found satisfied with onfe : their 
late king surpassed all his subjects in this 
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respect, he claimed no less than twenty 
two ! His Mosquito Majesty might very 
well have exclaimed with honest Laun-^ 
celot — ^^ Alas ! fifteen wives is nothing.'* 
At the same time it may be observed, that 
this circumstance is attended with fitr less 
inconvenience than m^ht possibly be 
fimnd annexed to it in most other situa^ 
tions, the numerous claimants for the 
affection or favour of their lord never 
discovering the least jedkmsy or hatred 
towards each other. 

The ftmalea are Ukm ftr wtvw at a 
ipery tendn i^, fteqiie&tly when they 
have scarcely attained their tenth year# 
At ^e hour of their birth^ the contract 
fin* their destination in this respect ianot 
imcommonly formed with the husband 
and their parents. And firom what 
would seemso premature an engagement^ 
that which usually discovers itself iii this 
sex must be expected to happen, an 
early appearance of advanced years. It 
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is likewise observed, a natural conse- 
quence of the above,- that the duration 
, of life between the sexes is found greatly 
. disproportionate. 

A singular custom is scrupulously ol> 
served by the women of this nation/ At 
the time of parturition, an habitation ia 
prepared for them in the deepest re(?esse^ 
of the woods, to which, with a female 
assistant, they retire, and where they re- 
main secluded from every eye for a stated 
period. This past, a. public lustration of 
themselves and ofl&pring must take place 
previous tp their being again admitted to 
the society, erf their relatives and friends. 

These Indians may in one respect be 
thought to resemble the Improvisatori of 
some other countries. Their metriiQal 
effiisions being entirely spontaneous, and 
usually thrown into a kind of measure, 
which, if it be rude and uncultivated, 
possesses, nevertheless, something pecu-. 
liarly soft and plaintive to recommend it^ 
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The subjects which excite their verse are 
chiefly of the latter description. 

In a political point of view^ an alliance 
with the Mosquito Indians can be con* 
sidered but of relative importance. 
Thfey hold little pretention to the cha* 
racter of warlike, the last quality, how- 
ever, that humanity might wish to con- 
template them in; nor are there any 
advantages of a commercial nature re- 
sulting from such connexion. The im- 
placable enmity they have ever borne 
towards one nation, our frequent foe, 
from what cause it may be unnecessary 
to inquire, is perhaps the best claim they 
can offer for the extension of our friend- 
ship. 

This nation cannot number at the ut- 
most more than 1500 or 2000 men 
capable"of using arms. Immediately con- 
. tiguous to it are two other tribes, called 
the Poyers and the Towkcas. These 
people are more numerous, and consider- 
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ed much more enterprising and brave, 
although they are tributary to the former, 
and have been so from time immemorial. 
Tlie acknowledgment of thisdependance 
is expressed by the annual payment of a 
certain number of cattle. But neither 
the Poyers or Towkcas possess any thing 
like the civilization of the Mosquito peo- 
ple. Hence unquestionably the cause 
and continuance of their vassalage. 

In conclusion, from all that could be 
observed during a short residence a- 
mongst these Indians, it appeared they 
were living in the enjoyment of much 
social happiness, and with a comparative 
degree of plenty. That their comforts 
and convenience might be greatly in- 
creased were they moi*e industrious, 
seemed no less obvious ; but exertion of 
any kind is in no shape their character- 
istic. 
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Signification in English of some Words in 
the Mosquito Tongue. 



Cortee God, or Moon 

Lapta Sun 

Yoo Day 

Toma Night 

Teetan Morning 

Tootenee. . . . Afternoon 

Tusba ......Land 

Corboo ....Sea 

Fassa Wind 

Lee .Rain 

Alwonna .... Thunder 

Powta . .. . . . . Lightning; 

Awolla...... River 

Ootla ...... House 

Bip Cow, or Bull 

Oras ..... ..Horse 

Querco ..... . Hog 

Cullila......Fowl 
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Yowell Dog 

Wykenar .... Man 
Myrin •..;.. Woman 

Lupee Child 

Opliker Friend 

Oplawalla . . . Enemy 

Isau Father 

Yaptee Mother 

JLiiper-Myrin . Daughter 

Moyka Brother 

Lykera Sisrter 

Dama Grandfather 

Coka Grandmother 

Wykeriikee . . Husband 
Moya ......Wife 

Weeta Chief 

Wyteniva . . . Head, chief, or first mao^ 
Iclarbare .... War 
Markaswip . . Peace 
Warmanana . . Soldier 

Rokpuse Gun 

Rokpuse-tara. Great Gun 

Tara Great •*-' 
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Mun Me 

Nowree .... You 
Balamna .... I come 
Makhomena or 

Makwopee 
Yamnee .... Good 

Soura Bad 

Wollosma . . . Hear me 

Nee I hear 

Ploonadogsa . Hunger, or I am hungry 
Ploonaryka . . Give me to eat 
Mislaryka . . . Give me to drink 
Outlaryka . . Give me lodging 

Oya Corn, or bread 

Weree I am sick 

Weree-dowkeel am very sick 
Potpruan .... Death 

Yapee Sleep 

Itenikee .... A rest, or loll 
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METEOROM>GI€AL TABLE 
Kept otBalize in the Bay of Honduras. 



FEBRUARY, 1806. 



Helfht of Fahrenheit's 




Thermometer. 


General State of Weather. 










Day of 
Month 


Jioni. 


Mooa. 


Windt. 




1 


70 


83 


N. 


Momiog rala. No«ii cletr 


2 


69 


83 


E.S.E. 


Clear and fine 


3 


68 


81 


E. 


Clear 


4 


71 


80 


E.S.E. 


Clear 


5 


74 


81 


E. 


Clear 


6 


79 


82 


E. 


Clear 


7 


80 


80 


N.E. 


Clear 


8. 


79 


81 


E. 


Clear 


9 


79 


80 


S.E. 


Showery darinf the day 


10 


78 


82 


S.E 


Ditto 


11 


79 


81 


E.S.E. 


Clear 


19 


78 


80 


E. 


Clear 


13 


80 


81 


SE. 


Clear 


14 


81 


81 


8.E. 


Occasional showers 


15 


73 


80 


N. 


Momiog foggy. No«ii Am 


16 


71 


78 


N.E. 


Cloady with raja 


17 


72 


80 


E. 


Rain 


18 


76 


79 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


19 


78 


80 


K 


Clear 


20 


79 


81 


E. 


Clear 


21 


76 


80 


E. 


Clear 


22 


75 


82 


E.N.E. 


Mornjnfrain. Nooa elcait 


23 


78 


82 


E.N.E. 


Rain. Strong |)ree««i 


24 


71 


78 


N.E. 


Rain 


25 


74 


79 


N, 


Rain 


26 


72 


78 


N. 


Rain. Strong winds 


27 


71 


79 


N. ^ 


Clear. DiUo winds 


28 


68 


79- 


N. 


Rain. Blowing hard 



MemmrkB. — Heayy rain generalW during the night; fre- 
quent heavy showers in the day. This month, being inclnded 
in what is deM>ted the dty aeaton, the rains that have fallen 
have, therefore, been considered unosna}. 
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MARCH, 1806. 



Height of Fahrenheit's 




Tbermnm^ter. 








General State of Weather. 


Davof 
Month. 


Mom. 
68 


Nooo. 


Windi. 


1 


80 


N. 


Clear 


« 


69 


78 


N. 


Clear 


3 


69 


75 


N. 


Cloudy and moist 


4 


74 


78 


N.E. 


Cloudy and wet 


5 


76 


79 


N.E. 


Rain. Clear at noon 


« 


79 


81 


E.8.E. 


Clear 


7 


78 


81 


S.E. 


Clear 


8 


78 


82 


8.E. 


Clear 


9 


77 


81 


S.E. 


Clear. Noon showery 


10 


80 


82 


E. 


Clear. Nopn rain 


11 


77 


83 


S.E. 


Clear 


12 


80 


83 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


13 


79 


83 


N.E. 


Cloudy 


14 


79 


82 


N.E. 


Clear. Noon showery 


15 


80 


83 


E.N.K. 


Clear 


16 


80 


84 


S.E. 


Clear. Noon sultry, with 
showers 


. n 


72 


82 


N. 


Clear 


18 


80 


83 


N.F. 


Clear ^ 


19 


80 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


SO 


80 


8^ 


N.E. 


Clear 


21 


81 


84 


E.N.E. 


Showery 


22 


80 


83 


E. 


Clear 


23 


80 


85 


E.S.E. 


Clear 


24 


73 


80. 


N. 


Cloudy and moist 


25 


74 


80 


N. 


Cloudy 


26 


75 


83' 


E.N.E. 


Li^ht rains 


27 


80 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


28 


82 


84 


N.E. 


Clear 


29 


79 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


SO 


76 


82 


S.E. 


Showery moroio|^. Clear noon 


31 


79 


83 


S.E. 


Clear morning. Showery noon 



Remarks. — The greater part of this month has been dry and 
pleasant. Light dews at night. The sea breeze, which, 
usually prevails with much r^ularity at this season,. has been, 
partial and moderate. 
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APRIL, 1806. 



Height of Fahrenheit's 




Thermometer. 










Genrral State of Weather* 


Day or 
Month. 


Morp. 


NoQn. 


Windt. 


1 


81 


86 


8. £. 


Clear and Sultry 


8 


80 


85 


8. 


Clear morning. Evening raio 
and load thunder 


3 


79 


84 


N. E. 


Morning cool and hazy s noon 
fine 


4 


80 


85 


8. E. 


Clear 


5 


81 


85 


8. E. 


Clear. Noon thunder 


6 


81 


86 


8. 


Clear 


7 . 


81 


86 


8. E. 


Clear 


8 


78 


85 


8. E. 


Clear 


9 


81 


85 


8. E. 


Clear 


to 


88 


85 


8. £. 


Clear 


11 


80 


86 


E.S. E. 


Clear. Strong breezei 


12 


88 


86 


8. K. 


Clear. Ditto 


13 


82 


86 


S. E. 


Clear. Ditto 


14 


83 


85 


8. E. 


Clear. Ditto 


15 


88 


84 


8. E. 


Clear. Ditto 


16 


81 


85 


E.S. E. 


Clear. Noon rain 


17 


88 


87 


8. 


Clear morning. Noon rain mnd 
thonder 


18 


81 


86 


S. E. 


Clear 


19 


82 


86 


E. 


Clear 


SO 


75 


83 


E. N. E. 


Cloudy morning ; noon fair 


. 81 


82 


85 


N. W. 


Clenr morning 1 noon rain and 
hail 


88 


81 


85 


N. E. 


Clear. Hazy and damp to- 
ward! noon 


83 


88 


84 


B.N.E. 


Clear 


84 


75 


85 


N. 


Heary rains daring the greater 
part of the day 


85 


88 


86 


E. 


Clear and sultry 


86 


81 


85 


8. E. 


Clear 


87 


83 


86 


E.S.E. 


Clear morning} noon rain and 
thunder 


88 


80 


84 


8. E. 


Clear 


89 


81 


85 


S. E. 


Clear 


30 


8B 


81 


S. E. 


Clear 



Remarks.~TUe waole of this month has been* particularly 
ine, and the breezes regular and strong. Rains with loud 
thunder, frequent during the night ; sometimes accompanied 
with sudden and violent gusts of wind. 



Digitized 



by Google 



834 
MAY, ISM. 



Height of Fahrenheit's 




Thermometer. 


GMMfal State of Weather. 










Day or 










Month. 


Morn. 


llooa. 


Windt. 




1 


IT 


85 


E.S.fi. 


Clear 


9 


80 


84 


E.S.E. 


Cleajr 


S 


83 


86 


8. 


Morofng clear. Noon fallfY 
with rain 


• 4 


81 


85 


8. 


Clear 


5 


81 


84 


8.B. 


Clear 


6 
7 


79 
81 


83 
84 


8.E. 
E.S.E. 


Moniiar rain. Kooa clear 
Clear 


8 


83 


85 


E.8.E. 




9 


88 


85 


S.E. 


Clear 


10 


80 


84 


S.E. 


Clear 


11 


81 


85 


E.8.E. 


Clear 


12 
IS 


89 
80 


86 
84 


8.E. 
8.B. 


Clear and iialt»j 
Clear 


14 


81 


84 


8.fi. 


Clear 


15 


88 


85 


E.8.B. 


Clear 


16 


83 


85 


8.E. 


Clear. Noo»llcht riiow«t 
Light 8howeny bMiai fimh 


17 


80 


85 


S. 


18 


81 


83 


s. 


oceaiioaal^ 
Clear 


19 


88 


85 


E.S.E. 


Clear 


SO 


88 


8T 


E.S.E. 


Clear. Wiads high daring 

Bight 

Morning cloudy. Naon ctoar. 


91 


88 


85 


E.S.E. 










Breezes strong. 


.. 83 


83 


85 


EJ8.B. 


Clear 


23 


88 


84 


E.8.E. 


Clear 


84 


83 


86 


8. 


Clear and sultry 


85 


88 


86 


8. 


Cleat 


26 
8T 
88 
89 


81 

83 
82 
83 


85 
8T 
86 
81 


E. 

S.E. 
S.E. 
8.E. 


Cloudy 

Clondy 

Heavy cUudft 

Cloudy. Heavy showers at 


30 


8^ 


86 


8. 


noon 
Rain 


31 


82 


86 


E.S.E. 


Showery morning. Heavy rains 










towards evening 



lUmarkt.—Tha month has been particuUriy dry, but ex- 
ceediDgly pleasant from the regularity and strength of tha 
sea-breeze. The conclusion of it, however, being clondy, and 
attended wnh frequent heavy showers, sb^ws the approach of 
tbe periodical rain* This month, the earlier part of it espe- 
cially is generally very devtmcUve to cattfe, which suffer 
Ofuch from want of water. 
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JUNE, 1800. 



Height of FdwcBlMit't 
Thermometer. 












General State of Weather. 


Dajrof 

Month. 


Horn. 
81 


Noon. 


Windf. 


1 


84 


8. E. 


HeaYyraiBs; light winds 


8 


82 


85 


8. 


Sultry rains, and daring the 
whole of the night 


3 


83 


84 


S.S. 


Continued rains with kmd 
thnnder 


4 


81 


83 


S.B. 


Showery daring the day : stor- 
my at night, violent thonder 


5 


81 


84 


E.N.E. 


Rains with thunder 


6 


80 


81 


N. E. 


Blowing iMtfd. N<H>ii ihowery 


7 


80 


84 


N,E. 


Clear 


8 


84 


8« 


K.X,E. 


Clear 


9 


81 


86 • 


' 8. 


Heavy rains 


10 


83 


85 


B. 


Clear and blowing strong 


11 


83 


86 


N. E. 


Ch^ar, blowing freah. 


If 


9» 


86 


E. 


Claar. Ditto 


13 


83 


86 


N. E. 


Moraiog ioe t noon ndii wilk 
gusts wf wind 


14 


83 


8& 


B. N. E. 


dear and bbwii^haiid 


1ft 


81 


78 


E. N. E. 


Cloady. Midday heavy tftim 


16 


78 


84 


N. E. 


Momiag heavy raim wUh 
much thonder 


17 


82 


8# 


B. 


CloHdy and hlawing hard 


18 


83 


85 


E. 


Cloudy blowing hard 
Clear high wind 


19 


82 


!^ 


N. E. 


SO 


83 


86 


E. 


Clear 


et 


82 


85 


E.N.E. 


Cie^ir 


22 


82 


85 


E. N. E. 


Ciear morning. Noonshowen 


23 


83 


84 


N. K. 


Clear 


24 


81 


83 


E. 


Ram during night, ditto part 
of day Thnnder 


25 


76 


^ 


S.W. 


Cloudy, with showers 


26 


82 


85 


E. N. E. 


Clear 


27 


82 


85 


E. 


Clear 


28 


81 


84 


N. E. 


Clear. 


29 


77 


83 


E. N. E. 


Rain and thnnder 


80 


81 


83 


N E. 


Cloudy. Noon clear 



Rtmark^^-^The voet season genetsdty commences in the early 
part of this month, about the 10th, and continues throughout 
the whole of the remainder of it. Tliis season, the rains have 
set in earlier than common. Thonder at this time is also fre- 
quent, and often tremendously violent, t 
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JULY, 1806. 



Height of Fahrenheit's 






Thermometer. 


Geoeral State of Weather. 










Day of 
Moatb. 


Morn. 


Noon. 


Wintls. 


- 


1 


82 


85 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


2 


82 


86 


8. E. 


Clear. Noon cloudy 


S 


82 


84 


E. 


Clear 


4 


88 


85 


E. 


Rain, high winds and loud 
thunder 


5 


88 


85 


8. E. 


Clear morning. Noon hcavj 
showers 


6 


88 


84 


E.S.E. 


Clear 


7 


83 


85 


E. 


Clear 


8 


80 


84 


E. 8. E. 


Clear and blowing strong 


9 


77 


86 


S. 


Heavy rains, violent thunder 
storm 


10 


80 


86 


8. E. 


Clear 


11 


83 


85 


8, E. 


Clear, ylyid lightniDf during 
night 


18 


84 


85 


E.S. E. 


Clear 


IS 


8S 


85 


S.E. 


Clear, blowing hard 


14 


83 


80 


S. E. 


Clear morning. Noon heavy 
rain 


15 


88 


80 


E. 


Rain 


Id 


88 


83 


S.E, 


Morning fine, noon ndn and. 
thunder 


17 


77 


84 


N. E. 


Heavy rains 


18 


78 


83 


W, 


Cloudy with showers 


19 


79 


88 


N. E. 


Rain,lond thunder during night 


«o 


80 


as 


N.E. 


Squally with thunder 


81 


88 


83 


E. 


Rain and thunder 


t» 


88 


86 


E. 


Showery 


S3 


81 


83 


S. E. 


Clear 


84 


80 


83 


N. E. 


Qear, blowing fresh 


85 


80 


85 


E. 


High winds and showery 


86 


81 


86 


K 


C;iear 


27 


81 


85 


W. 


Cloudy, with showers 


88 


80 


86 


w. 


Ditto, wind and rain 


89 


76 


87 


N.W. 


tiiick fog and sultry 


SO 


'82 


86 


w. 


Sultry 


Si 


77 


87 


w. 


Rain wiih much lightning and 
heavy thunder 



Remarks, — The weather for the greater part of this mopth 
has been unsettled and stormy ; much vivid lightning, chiefly 
during th» nights, and frequently accompanied with loud 
thunder. 
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AUGUST, I80«. 



Height of Fahrenheit's 






ThfTmometer. 










General State of Weather. 










Day of 
Month. 


Morn. 
77 


Noon. 


Windt. 




1 


87 


w. 


Cloudy. Noon sultry with 










thunder 


2 


77 


85 


w. 


Cloudy and svltry 


3 


80 


86 


w. 


Sultry, much thunder during 
night 


4 


82 


.87 


E. S. E. 


Clear 


h 


82 


85 


E. 


Clear 


6 


83 


86 


K. 


Clear, blowing fresh 


7 


84 


79 


E. 


Noon rain and thunder 


8 


83 


85 


E. N. E. 


Clear 


9 


81 


82 


N. E. 


Showery with high winds 


10 


77 


80 


w. 


Cloudy and wet, thunder dur- 
ing night 


11 


82 


85 


F. 


Clear 


12 


62 


85 


N. E. 


Clear morning. Showery noon 


IS 


81 


85 


E. 


Clear 


14 


82 


85 


F. 


Clear 


15 


82 


86 


E.S. E 


Clear 


16 


80 


80 


E. 


Clear mornings Noon hcayy 
rains 


17 


77 


85 


w. 


Cloudy and showery 


18 


82 


86 


E. 


Clear 


19 


81 


86 


E. 


Clear 


20 


82 


86 


E. S. E. 


Clear 


21 


79 


87 


w. 


Showery 


22 


82 


87 


E. 


Clear 


23 


82 


85 


E.N. E 


Clear 


«4 


as 


85 


E. 


Clear, blowing hard 


25 


82 


86 


E. N. E. 


Clear 


26 


83 


86 


E. 


Clear 


£7 


b'^ 


86 


E. 


Clear 


28 


83 


85 


E. 


Clear 


29 


88 


86 


E. S. E. 


Clear 


30 


78 


86 


w. 


Light rains and cloudy 


31 


71 


84 


8. 


Rains and loud thunder 



Remarks, — The greater part of this month has been ex- 
tremel* close and Fultry. Frequent and* heavy . thunder itorms 
haTC also preraikd. 



THE END. 



Digitized 



by Google 



frintcd by C. Baldwin, 
tfiir BfMBt Street^ t ondon* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC" 



,\ 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 




IH 




I 







I 

% 




'igitifed by LjOOQIC 



r£m • \. 



tr 



